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DISCOURSE. 


O F T HE 4 
Nature and Offices 
OF 


FRIE N DSHIP. 


Hy a Letter to the moſt ingenious and 
Excellent Mr*- Katherine Phillips, 


_ 
_— 


MADAM, 
HE wiſe Benfirach adviſed that 
man concerning her of whom 
ſhe is jealous, neither with a 
Merchant concerning exchange ; and ſome 
other inſtances he gives of intereſted per- 


we ſhould not conſult with a wo- 
Coward in matters of War, nor with a 
{ons, 
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ſons, to whom he would not have us heark- 
en in any matter of Counſel. For where- 
ever the intereſt is ſecular or viciow, there 
. the biaſs is not on the ſide of truth or rea- 
ſon, becauſe theſe are ſeldom ſerv*d by pro- 
fit and low regards. But to conſult with 
a friend in the matters of friendſhip is like 
conſulting with a ſpiritual perſon in Reli- 
gion; they who underſtand the ſecrets of 
Religion, or the interior beauties of friend- 
ſhip are the fitteſt to give anſwers in all 
inquiries concerning the reſpeCtive ſub- 


jeCts 3 becauſe reaſon and experience are | 


on the ſide of zztereſt ; and that which in 
friendſhip is moſt pleaſing and moſt »ſeful, 


isalſo moſt reaſonable and moſt true; and | 


a friends faireſt intereſt is the beſt mea- 


ſure of the conduCting friendſhips : and | 
therefore you who areſo eminent in friend- 1 
ſhips could alſo have given the beſt anſwer | 
to your own inquiries, and you could have | 
truſted your own reaſon, becauſe ir is not | 
only greatly inſtructed by the direct noti- | 


ces of things, but alſo by great experience 
1n the matter of which you now enquire. 


But becauſe I will not uſe any thing that 
ſhall look like an excuſe, I will rather give 
you 


Offices of Friendſhip. 3 
you-ſuch an account which you can eaſily 
reprove,than by declining your commands, 
ſeem more ſafe in my prudence, than open 
and communicative. in my friendſhip to 
YOu. 


You firſt inquire how far a Dear and a 
perfect friendſhip is authoriz'd by the 
principles of Chriſtianity ? 


To this I anſwer; That the word 
[Friendſhip ] in the ſence we commonly 


J mean by it, 1s not ſo much as named in the 


New Teſtament; and our Religion takes 
no notice of it. You think it ſtrange ; but 


J rcad on before you ſpend fo much as the 


beginning of a paſlion or a wonder upon 


Tit. Thereis mention of [ Friendſhip with 
1 the world, and it is ſaid to be enmity with 
1 God; but the word 1s no where elle na- 
med, or to any other purpoſe in all the 
8 New Teſtament. It ſpeaks of Friends of- 
g ten; but by Friends are meant our ac- 


quaintance, or our Kindred, the relatives 
of our family or our fortune, or our ſect 


qd ſomething of ſociety, or ſomething of 
| kindneſs there is in it; a tenderneſs of 


appellation and Clvility, 2 relation made 
B 2 : by 


' not be a relative term and fſignifie ſome- : 


ww 
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by gifts, or by duty, by ſervices and ſub- 
jection; and I think, I have reaſon to be 
confident, that the word friend (ſpeaking 
of humane entercourſe) is no other ways 
uſed in the Goſpels or Epiſtles, or Acts © 
the Apoſtles : and the reaſon of it is, the 
word friend is of a large ſignification 
and means all relations and ſocieties, and 
whatſoever is not enemy; but by friend- 
ſhips, 1 ſuppoſe you mean, the greateſt love, 
and the ereateſt uſefulneſs, and the moſt 

open communication, and the nobleſt ſuffer-\ 
ings, and the moſt exemplar faithfulneſ,, 

and the ſevereſt truth, and the heartieſt| 
counſel, and the greateſt union of minds, of! 
which brave men and women are capable, 
But then I muſt tell you that Chriſtianity 

hath new chriſtened it, and calls this Cha-} 
rity. The Chr:{tian knows no enemy he 
hath; that is, though perſons may be jn- 

jurious to him, and unworthy in them- | 
ſelves, yet he knows none whom he is not | 
firſt bound to forgive, which is indeed to 

make them on his part to be no enemies, | 
that is, to make that the word exemy ſhall Þ 
not be perfedtly contrary to friend, it ſhall 3 


— 
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thing on each hand, a relative and a corre- | 
lative ; ® 


Offices of Friendſhip. & 
ative ; and then he knows none whom he 
$ not bound to love and pray for, to treat - 
indly and juſtly, liberally and obligingly. 
hriſtian Charity is a Friendſhip to all the 
yorld; and when Friendſhips. were the 
nobleſt things in the world, Charity was 
little, like the Sun drawn in at 2 chink, or 
N his beams drawn into the centre of a 
nd Burning-Glaſs; but Chriſtian charity is 
__ Friendſhip, expanded like the face of the 
©: Sun whenit mounts above the Eaſtern hills: 
of and 1 was ſtrangely pleas'd when I ſaw 
T-4 ſomething of this in CICERO; for 
Sf have been ſo puſh'd at by herds and flocks 
Sf of People that follow any body that whi- 
A ſtles to them, or drives them to paſture, 
©.# thatI am grown afraid of any Truth thar 
JY ſeems chargeable wich ſingularity : bur 
*-q therefore 1 ſay, glad I wes when I favs 
CY Lalins in Cicero diſcourſe thus : Amicitia 
-Y ex infinitate generts humani quam concili- 
s avit ipſa natura, contralta res eft, & ad- 
i dutta in anguſtum:; ut omnis charitas, aut 
lO Snter duos, aut inter pancos jnungeretur. 
> # Nature hath made friendſhips, and fſocieti- 
s es,relations and endearments;and by ſome- 
l | thing or other we relate to all the World; 
"4 there is enough in every man that is wil- 
B 3 lings. -. 
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when men contract friendſhips, they in- 


tended ſhould be every mans, we make! 
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Img, to make him become our friend ; but 


cloſe the Commons ; and what Nature in- 


proper to two or three. Friendſhip is 
like rivers and the ſtrand of ſeas, and the rel 
air, common to all the World ; but Ty- Wc: 
rants, and evil cuſtoms, wars, and want WW Þr 
of love have made them proper and pecu- | W' 
liar, But when Chriſtianity came to re- iF CC 
new our nature, and to reſtore our laws, © t! 
and to increaſe her priviledges, and to- 

meke her aptneſs to become religion, then F 
it was declared that our friendihips were } 1 


to be as unjverſal as our converſation; } 3 
that 1s,. a&aal to all with whom we con- 7 
| 
, 


verſe, and potentially extended unto thoſe Þ 
with whom we did not, For he who was | 
to treat his enemies with forgiveneſs and * 
prayers, and love and beneficence was in- I} 
deed to have no enemies, and to have all 
friends, 


So that to your queſtion, how far a Dear 
2nd pertect friendſhip is authoriz?d by the 
principles of Chriſtianity ? Theanſwer is 
ready and eafie. It is warranted to extend 
to-all Mankind ; and the more we love, the 
better 


4 
ages 
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Offices of Friendſhip. is A 
detter we are, and the greater our friend-. - 
ips are, the dearer we are to God, let 
hem be as Dear, and let them be as per- 
Wect, and let them be as many as you can ; 
Fthere is no danger in it; only where the 
Freſtraint begins, there begins our imper- 
y- Ffection ;; 1t 1s not ill that you entertain 
nt © brave friendſhips and worthy ſocieties : it 
were well if you could love, and if you 
could benefit all Mankind ; for I conceive: 

that is the ſum of all frienClnip. 


I confeſs this is not to be expected of us 
in this world ; but as all our graces here” 
are but imperfect, that 1s, at the belt they 
# are but tendencies to glory, ſo our friend-- 
# ſhips are imperfect too, and but begin- 
nings of a celeſtial friendſhip, by which 
we ſhall love every one as much as they 
can be loved. But then ſo we muſt here 
3n our proportion; and indeed that 1s 1t that 
can make the difference;we mult be friends 
to all: Thar is, apt to do good, loying 
7 them really, and doing to them all the be- 
; nefits which we can, and which they ar 
j$ capable of. The Friendſhip is equal to all 
the World, and of it felt hath no ditie- 
rence ; but is differenced only by accidents,. 

B 4 and 
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and by the capacity or incapacity of them 
that receive it. Nature and Religion are 
the bands of friendſhips z excellency and 
uſefulneſs are its great indearments: ſociety 
and neighbourhoed, that is, the poſſibilities 
and the circumſtances of converſe are the 
determinations and atualities of it. Now 
when men either are unnatural, or irreli- 
gious, they will not be friends ; when they 
are neither excellent nor uſeful, chey are 
. rot worthy to be friends; when they are 
ſtrangers or unknown, they cannot be 
friends 2Ctually and practically ; but yet, 
as any man hath any thing of the good, 
contrary to thoſe evils, ſo he can have 
and mult have his ſhare,of friendſhip. For 
thus the Sun is the eye of the World; and 
he is indifferent to the Negro, or the cold 
Ruſſian, to them that dwell under the line, 
and them that ſtand near the Tropicks, the 
{calded Indian, or the poor boy that ſhakes 
at the foot of rhe Riphean hills ; but the 
fluxures of the heaven and the earth, the 
conveniency of abode, and the approaches 
ro the North or South reſpectively charge 
the emanations of his beams z not that they 
do not paſs always from him, but thar they 
arc not Equally received below, but by 
periods 
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periods and changes, by little inlets and 
refletions, they receive what they can 3 
and ſome have only a dark day and a long 
night from him, ſnows and white carte], 
a miſerable life, and a perpetual harveſt of 
Catarrhs and Conſumptions, Apoplexies 
and Dead Pallies ;. but ſome have ſplendid 
fires, and aromatick ſpices, rich wines, 
and well digeſted fruits, great wit and 
great courage; becauſe they dwell in his 
eye, and look in his face, and are the 
Courtiers of the Sun, and wait upon him 
in his Chambers of the Eaſt ;- juit ſo is it 
in friendſhips :. ſome are worthy,and ſome 
are neceſlary; ſome dwell hard by and 
are fitted for converſe; Nature joyns 
ſome to us, and Religion conibines us 
with others ; ſociety and accidents, parity 
of fortune, and equal diſpoſitions do actu- 
ate our friendſhips :. which of themſelves 
and 1n their prime diſpoſition are prepz- 
red for all Mankind according as any one 
can receive them. We ſee this beſt ex- 
emplified by two inſtances: and' expreſli- 
ons of friendſhips -and charity : viz. Alms 
and Prayers; Every one that needs relief 
is equally the object of our charity ;. but 
though to all mankind in equal needs we 
B 5 ought. 


£4 Ha The: Maaſures and” 
L GELS be alike in charity; yet we ſig- 
nihe this ſeverally and by limits, and di- 
ſtint meaſures :. the poor man that is near 
me, he whom. I: meet, he whom I love, } 
he whom I fancy, he who did me benefit, | 
he who relates. ro my family, he rather 
then another,. becauſe my expreſſions be- 
ing ſinite and narrow, and cannot extend. 
to all in equal. ſignifications, muſt be ap--| 
propriate to thoſe whoſe circumſtances | 
belt fit me: and yet even to all I give | 
my alms; to all the Woxld that needs. | 
them; Ipray for all mankind, I am grie-- | 
ved atevery ſad ſtory I hear; I am trou- 
bled when I hear of a pretty Bride mur- 
dered in her bride-chamber by an ambi-- 
tious. and enrag*d Rival; 1 ſhed a tear 
when Iam told that a brave King was muſ-- | 

\* underſtood, then ſlandered, then impri- 
+ H{foned, and then put to death by evil 
men : and I can never read the ſtory of 
the Pariſian Maſſacre, or the Sicilian Veſ- 
pers, but my blood curdles, and I am diſ- 
order*d by two or three affections. A 
good man is a friend to all the World ; 
and he is not truly charitable that does not 
wiſh well, and do good to all mankind in 
& what he can; but though we muſt pray 

| or 


or 
for 
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-Kkind, in theſe our friendſhips muſt not be 


patent” 
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or all men, yet we ſay ſpecial Litanies 

for brave Kings and holy Prelates, and the 


wiſe Guides of ſouls; :for our Brethren 
and Relations, our Wives.and Children. 


The effect of this-conſideration 1sz that: 
the Univerſal friendſhip of which I ſpeak, 
muſt be limited, becauſe we are ſo: In 
thoſe. things where we ſtand next to Im- 
menſity and infinity, as in good wiſhes and 
prayers, and a readineſi to benefit all man- 


limited ; but in other things which pals 
under our: hand and eye, our voices and 
our material exchanges; our hands: can 
reach no further but to our arms end, and 
Our voices can but ſound till the next air 
be quiet, and therefore they can have en-- 
tercourſe but within the ſphere of their 
own aCtivity z- our needs and our conver- 
{ations are ſerved by a few, and they can-- 
not reach to all; where they cen, they 
muſt ; but where it" 15-impoſſible, it cannot * 
be neceſſary.. It muſt therefore follow,. 
that our friendſhips to mankind may: ad-- 
mit variety as does our converſation ;- and 
as by nature we are made /vciable to all,. 
ſo we are.frienaly ;, but as all cannot actu=*- 4 
| ally £ 
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ally be of our ſociety, ſo neither canall be 
admitted to a ſpecial, actual friendſhip ; 
| Of ſome enterconrſes all men are capable, Mea 
but zot of all; Men can pray for one. ano- 
ther, and abſtain from doing injuries to 
all 'the world, and be deſirous to do all, 
mankind good, and love all men ;z. Now 
| this friendſhip we muſt pay to. all becauſe | 
we can, but if we can do no more to all, | w: 
we muſt -ſhew onr-readineſs to do more i co 
zood to all by aCtually. doing more good | 11 
to all them to whom. we can. Sv 


To ſome we can, and therefore there 

|. are nearer friendſhips to ſome than- to A © 

others, according as there are natural or i 1 
{ 


Civil nearneſles, relations and ſocieties; 
and asI cannot exprefs.my friendſhips tro #* 
all in equal meaſures and fignifications, ' 
that is, as I cannot do benefits to all alike : 
- ſoneither amI tied to love all alike : for 
although there is-much reaſon to love eve- 

ry man; yet there are more reaſons to 
love ſome than others ; and if I muſt love MK. 
becauſe there 1s reaſon I ſhould; then I 
muſt love more, where there is more. rea= 
ſon; and where there's a ſpecial affettion 
.and a great readineſs to de good and to 
delight 


' Offices of Friendſhip. © r7 
clight in certain perſons towards each 
dther, there is that-ſpecial charity and in- 
dearment which Philoſophy calls friend- 

ip ; but our Religion calls /ove or chari- 

. Now. if the enquiry be concerning 
this ſpecial friendſhip. 1. How i&can be 
appropriate, that is, who to be choſen to 
it; 2. how far it may extend; that is, 
with what expreſſions. ſignified, 3. how 
condutted? The anſwers will depend upon 
ſuch conſiderations which will be neither 
uſeleſs nor unpleaſant. 


r.. There may be a. fpecial friendſhip 


7 contracted for any ſpecial excellency what- 
# ſoever ;. becauſe friendſhips areEnothing but 
Z love and. ſociety mixt together ; that 1s, 4 
* converſing with them whom we love; now 


for whatſoever we can love any one, for 
that we can be his friend ; and fince every 
excellency is a degree of amability,. every 
ſuch worthineſs is a juſt and proper mo- 
tive of friendſhip, or loving converſation. 
But yet in theſe things there is an oxder 
and proportion. Therefore 


2. Agood man is the beſt friend, and 


therefore ſooneſt to be choſen, longer to 
be 


—_— —— —__ — 
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be retain'd ;, and indeed never to be parted 
with, unleſs he ceaſe to be that for which 
he was choſen... | 


Tov d d\nxov peri} mois? piaey Gris aptr Or, 
MiToTs 7 xaK0y avdpe Qiao rotio Fai traits 
poY. 


Where vertue dwells there friendſhips 
make, 
But evil neighbourhoods forſake. 


But although vertue alone is the worthieſt 
cauſe of amability, and can weigh down 
any one conſideration, and therefore to 
a man that 1s vertuous every man ought 
to be a friend; yetl donot mean the ſe- 
vere, and philoſophical excellencies of 
ſome moroſe perſons who are indeed wiſe 
unto themſelves, and exemplar to others : 
by vertze here I do not mean juſtice and 
temperance, charity and devotion; for theſe 
I am to love the man, but friendſhip is 
ſomething more than that : Friendſhip is 
the neareſt love and the neareſt ſociety of 
which the perſons are capable : Now ju- 
ſtice 1s a good entercourſe for Merchants, 
as all men are that buy and ſell; and tem- 
| PETance 
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herance makes-a Man good company, and | 
elps to make. a wiſe man 3. but a perfect 
riendſhip requires fomething elſe, theſe 
uſt be in him that is choſen to be my 
riend; but for theſe I do not make him 
my privado; that is, my ſpecial and pecu- 
liar friend : but if he be a good man, then 
he is properly fitted to be my correlative. 
in the nobleſt combination. 


And for this we have the beſt warrant 
in the world : For « juſt man ſcarcely will 
a man die;, the Syriac interpreter reads It, 
Une adins for an unjuſt man ſcarcely will: © 
a man die; that is, a wicked man is at no 
hand fit to receive the expreſſion of the 
greateſt friendſhip ; but all the Greek co- 
pics that ever I ſaw, or read of, read it as 
wedo; for a righteous man or a juſt man, 
that is, juſtice and righteouſneſs is not the 
neareſt indearment of friendſhip ; but for 
a good man {one will even dare to die: 
Z that is, for a man that is ſweetly diſpoſed, 
ready to do afts of: goodneſs and to ob- 
lige others, to do things uſeful and pro- 
fitable, for a loving man, a beneficent, 
bountiful man, one who delights. in doing 
good to his friend, ſuch a man may _ 
Tc. 


n 
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the higheſt friendſhip;. he may have a 
friend that will die for him. And this is 
the meaning of Leliws: Vertue may be 
deſpiſed, ſo may Learning and Nobility; 
at una eſt amicitia in rebus humans de cu- 
316 utilitate omnes conſentiunt : only friend- 
ſhip is that thing, which becauſe all. know 
to be uſeful and profitable, no man can 
deſpiſe; that 1s xgnsi67ns, Or aya3ys, 

oodneſs or beneficence makes friendſhips. 
bor if he be a good man he will love i 
where he is. beloved, and that's the firſt ; 
tie of. Friendſhip. 


or 1 
hip « 
Jut | 
or | 

ul 
ori 
er 


Z 


"AnAiiavs iplanoay. Iow (uy; 


That was the commendation of the bra- 
veſt friendſhip in Theocritns, 


They lov*d each other with a love. 


'Lhat did 1n all things equal prove. 


ge $24 oy 


— a” H pe Tor” noay 
id / ft e 3» % / X 4 
- Ypuofios Ter: avdgts 0% avTIAIANG 021+ 
andeis' 


ng oo mm 


The World was under Saturn's reign | 
When he that loy*d was loy?d oo. c 
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or it is impoſſible this nearneſs of friend- 
hip can be where there is not mutual love ; 
zut this is ſecured if I chuſe a good man; 
or he that is apt enough to begin alonez 
ill never be behind in the relation and 
orreſpondency ; and therefore I like the 
entiles Litany well; 
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Let Gas give friends to-me for my re- 
ward, 
Who ſhall my love with equal love re- 
gard z 
3 Happy ere they, who when they give 
| their heart 
Find ſach as in exchange their own 
? impart. 


* But there is more in It than this felicity 
3 amounts. to. For ypnsis evig the good 
7 man is a profitable, uſeful perſon, and 
that's the band of an effeCtive friendſhip. 
For I do not think that friendſhips. are 
Metaphyſical nothings, created for con- 
templation, 
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templation, or that Men or Women 
ſhould ſtare upon each others faces, and 
make dialogues of news and prettineſſes 
and look Babies in one anothers eyes, 
Friendſhip is the allay of our ſorrows, 
the eaſe of our paſſions, the diſcharge © 
our oppreſſions, the ſanctuary to our ca- 
lamittes, the counſellor of our doubts, 
| the clarity of our minds, the emiſſion of 
| our thoughts, the exerciſe and improve- 
| ment of what we meditate : And although 
I love my friend becauſe he is worthy, II fot 
. yetheisnot worthy if he can do no good. If fe1 
[i I do not ſpeak of accidental hindrances Wl lis 
| and misfortunes by which the brayeſt man Ii n« 
| may become unable to help his Child ; | in 
but of the natural and artificial capacities i © 
| of the man. He only is fit to be choſen iF Þ 
| . fora friend, who can do thoſe offices for i t 
which friendſhip is excellent. For (mi- A | 
ſtake not ) no man can be loved for him- 
ſelf; our perfeCtions in this World can- 
not reach ſo high ; it is well if we would 
love God at that rate, and I very much 
fear, that if God did us no good, we 
might admire his Beauties, but we ſhould 
have but a ſmall proportion of love to- 
wards him; and therefore it is, that God 

| 0 
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no endear the obedience, that is, the love - 
df his ſervants, ſignifies what benefits he 
vives us, what great good things he does 
or us. 1 am the Lord God that brought 
hee out of the land of Egypt : and does Fob 
erve God for nought ? and he that comes to 
God, muſt believe that he 1s, and that he 1s 
a rewarder : all his other greatneſles are 
objects of fear and wonder, it is his good- 
neſs that makes him lovely : and ſoit is in 
friendſhips. He only is fit to be choſen 
; W for a friend who can give counſel, or de- 

fend my cauſe, or guide me right, or re- 
lieve my need, or can and will, when I 
need it, do me good: only this I add: 
into the heaps of doing good, I will reck- 
on [loving me] for it 1s a pleaſure to be 

beloved, but when his love ſignihes no- 
thing but kiſſing my cheek, or talking 
kindly, and can go no further, it 1s a pro-- 

ſtitution of the bravery of friendſhip to 

ſpend it upon impertinent people who are 

( it may be) loads to their families, but 

can never eaſe my loads : but my friend 

is a worthy perſon when he can become 

to me inſtead of Ged, a guide or a ſup- 

port, an eyc, or a hand; a ſtaff, or a 

rule ; There muft be in friendſhip fome- 

| thing; 
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templation, or that Men or Women 
ſhould ſtare upon each others faces, and 
make diglogues of news and prettineſſes, 


and look Babies in one anothers eyes, 
Friendſhip is the allay of our ſorrows, 
the eaſe of our paſſions, the diſcharge of 
our oppreſſions, the ſanctuary to our ca- 
lamities, the counſellor of our doubts, 
the clarity of our minds, the emiſſion of 


our thoughts, the exerciſe and improve- 
ment of what we meditate : And althongh 
I love my friend becauſe he is worthy, 
yet he is not worthy if he can do no good. 
I do not ſpeak of accidental hindrances 
and misfortunes by which the braveſt man 
may become unable to help his Child ; 
but of the natural and artificial capacities 
of the man. He only is fit to be choſen 
_ for a friend, who can do thoſe offices for 
which friendſhip is excellent. For ( mi- 
ſtake not) no man can be loved for him- 


ſelf; our perfeCtions in this World can- ' 


not reach ſo high ; its well if we would 
love God at that rate, and I very much 
fear, that if God did us no good, we 
might admire his Beauties, but we ſhould 
have but a ſmall proportion of love to- 
wards him; and therefore it is, that God 
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pf his ſervants, ſignifies what benefits he 
pives us, what great good things he does 
for us. 1 am the Lord God that bronght 
hee out of the land of Egypt : and does Fob 
erve God for nought ? and he that comes to 
God, muſt belicve that he is, and that he 1s 
a rewarder : all his other greatneſles arc 
objects of fear and wonder, it is his good- 
neſs that makes him lovely : and ſoit is in 
friendſhips. He only js fit to be choſen 
for a friend who can give counſel, or de- 
fend my cauſe, or guide meright, or re- 
lieve my need, or can and will, when I 
need it, do me good: only this I add: 
to the heaps of doing good, I will reck- 
on [loving me?) for it is a pleaſure to be 
beloved, but when his love ſignifies no- 


thing but kiſſing my cheek, or talking 


kindly, and can go no further, it 1s a pro- 
ſtitution of the bravery of friendſhip to 
ſpend it upon impertinent people who are 
( it may be) loads to their. families, but 
can never caſe my loads : but my friend 
is a worthy perſon when he can become 
to me inſtead of Ged, a guide or a ſup- 
port, an eyc, or a hand; a ſtaff, or a 
rule; There muft be in friendſhip ſome- 

| thing 
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| thing to diſtinguiſh it from a Companion 
and x Countrey-man, from a School-fello 

or a Goſlip, from a Sweet-heart or a Fel- 
low-traveller : Friendſhip may look 1a at 
any one of theſe doors, but it ſtays not 
anywhere till it come to be the beſt thing 
in the world : and when we conſider that 
one man is not better than another, neither 
towards God nor towards Man, but by 
doing better and braver things, we ſhall 
alſo ſee, that that which is moſt beneficent 
is alſo moſt excellent; and therefore thoſe 
friendſhips muſt needs be moſt perfect, 
where the friends can be moſt uſeful. For 
men cannot be uſeful but by worthineſſes 
in the ſeveral inſtances : a fool cannot be 
xelyed upon for counſel, nor a vicious per- 
ſon for the 2dvantages of vertne, nor a IP 
beggar for relief, nor a ſtranger for con- 
duct, nor a tatler to keep a ſecret, nor a 
pitileſs perſon truſted with my complaint, 
nor a Covetous man with my childs for- 
tune, nor a falſe perſon without a witneſs; 
nor a ſuſpitious perſon with a private de- 
ſign; nor him that I fear with the trea- 
ſures of my love : But he that is wiſe and 
vertuous, rich and at hand, cloſe and mer- 
ciful, free of his money and tenacious of a 
ſecret, 
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=cret, open and ingenuous, true and ho- 
teſt, is of himſelf an excellent man; and 
herefore fit to be loved; and he can do 
ood to me in all capacities where I can 
jeed him, and therefore 1s fit to be a 
riend. I confeſs we are forced in our 
riendſhips to abate ſome of theſe ingre- 
lients; but full meaſures of friendſhip, 

ould have full meaſures of worthineſs ; 
and according as any defect is in the foun- 
dation; in the relation alſo there may be 
mperfeCtion : and indeed1T ſhall not blame 
he friendſhip ſo it be worthy, though it 
de not perfect ; not only becauſe friendſhip 
is Charity, which cannot be perfect here, 
but becauſe there is not in the World a 
perfect cauſe of perfect friendſhip. 


= LI 
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If you can ſuſpect that this diſcourſe can 
ſuppoſe friendſhip to be mercenary, and 
to be defective in the greateſt worthineſs 
of it, which is to love our friend for our 
friends ſake, I ſhall eaſily be able to de- 
fend my ſelf; becauſe I ſpeak of the ele- 
tion and reaſons of chuſing friends : 
after he is choſen do as nobly as you talk, 
and love as purely as you dream, and let 
your .converſation be as metaphyſical as 
your 
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| thing to diſtinguiſh it from a Companion 
and a Countrey-man, from a School-fello 

or a Goſlip, from a Sweet-heart or a Fel- 
low-traveller : Friendſhip may look 1a at 
any one of theſe doors, but it ſtays not 
any-where till it come to be the beſt thing 
in the world : and when we conſider that 
one man is not better than another, neither 
towards God nor towards Man, but by 
doing better and braver things, we ſhall 
alſo ſee, that that which is moſt beneficent 
is alſo moſt excellent; and therefore thoſe 
friendſhips muſt needs be moſt perfect, 
where the friends can be moſt uſeful. For 
men cannot be uſeful but by worthineſſes 
in the ſeveral inſtances : a fool cannot be 
xclyed upon for counſel, nor a vicious per- 
ſon for the advantages of vertne, nor a 
beggar for relief, nor a ſtranger for con- 
duct, nor a tatler to keep a ſecret, nor a c 
pitileſs perſon truſted with my complaint, WW? 
nor a covetous man with my childs for- 
tune, nor a falſe perſon without a witneſs, 
nor a ſuſpitious perſon with a private de- 
ſign; nor him that I fear with the trea- 
ſures of my love : But he that is wiſe and 
vertuous, rich and at hand, cloſe and mer- 
ciful, free of his money and tenacious of a 
ſecret, 
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>cret, open and ingenuous, true and ho- 
teſt, is of himſelf an excellent man; and 

erefore fit to be loved; and he can do 
ood to me in all capacities where I can 
zeed him, and therefore 1s fit to be a 
riend. I confeſs we are forced in our 
riendſhips to abate ſome of theſe ingre- 
lients; but full meaſures of friendſhip, 

ould have full meaſures of worthineſs ; 
and according as any defect is in the foun- 
dation; in the relation alſo there may be 
mperfection : and indeed I ſhall not blame 
he friendſhip ſo it be worthy, though it 
de not perfect ; not only becauſe friendſhip 
is Charity, which cannot be perfect here, 
but becauſe there is not in the World a 
perfect cauſe of perfect friendſhip. 


If you can ſuſpect that this diſcourſe can 
ſuppoſe friendſhip to be mercenary, and 
to be defective in the greateſt worthineſs 
of it, which is to love our friend for our 
friends ſake, I ſhall eaſily be able to de- 
fend my ſelf; becauſe I ſpeak of the ele- 
ftion and reaſons of chuſing friends : 
after he is choſen do as nobly as you talk, 
and love as purely as you dream, and let 
your converſation be as metaphyſical as 
your 
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your diſcourſe, and proceed in this meYot 
thod, till you be confuted by experience Well 
yet till then, the caſe is:otherwiſe whe! 
we ſpeak of chooſing one to be my friend 
He 1s not my friend till Ifhave choſen him 
or loved him; and if any man enquire: 
whom he ſhall chooſe, or whom he ſhoulc 
love, I ſuppoſe it ought not to be anſwer 
ed, that we ſhould love him who hath leaſt 
amability ; that we ſhould chooſe him whe 
hath leaſt reaſon to be choſen : But if it 

| be anſwered, he is to be choſen to be my 
friend who is moſt worthy in himſelf, not 
he that can do moſt good to me; I ſay,} 
here is a diſtinCtion but no difference ; for 
he is moſt worthy in himſelf who can do 
moſt good z and if he can love me too, } 
that is, it he will do me all the good he} 
can, that] need, then he is my friend and} 
he deſerves it. And it is impoſſible from 
a friend to ſeparate a will ro do me good : 
and therefore I do not chooſe well, if I} 
chooſe one that hath not power; for if it 
may conſiſt with the nobleneſs of friend- 
ſhip to deſire that my friend be ready to 
do me benefit or ſupport, it is not ſenſe | 

. to ſay, it is ignoble-to deſire he ſhould 
xeally do it whenl need ; and if it were ' 

nor 
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ot for pleaſure or profit, we might as 
rell be without 4 friend as have him. 


Among all the pleaſures and profits, the 

nſual pleaſure and the matter of money 
e the loweſt and the leaſt; and therefore 
Ithough they may ſometimes be uſed in 
iendſhip, and ſo not wholly excluded 
om-the conſideration of him that is. to 
uſe, yet of all things they are to be the 
zaſt regarded, 
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oE When fortune frowns upon a Man, 
>, A friend does more than money can. 
ef vi 
4 For there are beſides theſe, many profits 
&nd many pleaſures ; and becauſe theſe on- 
y are ſordid, all the other are noble and 
Wair, and the expectations of them no diſ- 
Paragements to the beſt friendſhips. For 
an any wiſe or zood man be. angry if I 
Way, I chuſe this man to be my friend, 
; Wbecauſe he 1s able to give me counſel, to 
Treſtrain my wandrings, to comfort me in 
gSimy ſorrows; he is pleaſant to me in pri- 
| yYatcy 
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yate, and uſeful in publick ; he will ma 

my joys double; and divide my grief bt 
tween himſelf and me? For what el 
ſhould I chnſe; For being a fool, ar 
uſeleſs ; for a pretty face or a ſmooth chin 
I confeſs it is poſlible to be a: friend t 
one that is ignorant, and pitiable, hand 
ſome and good for nothing, that eats well 
and drinks deep, but he cannot be a frien( 
to me; and llove him with a fondnef 
ora pity, but it cannot be a noble friend 


ſhip. 
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ſaid MMenander, 


By Wine and mirth and every days de 
light | 

We” chuſe our friends, to whom weſ! 
think we might » | 

Our Souls intruſt ; but fools are they 

that lend | 

Their boſom to the ſhadow of a friend. WT! 
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EiSore x; winuere (inias, Plutarch calls * 
uch friendſhi s, the Idols and Images of 
riendſhip. True and brave friendſhips 
xre between worthy perſons ; and there 1s 

Wn Mankind no degree of worthineſs, buc 
$ alſo a degree of uſefulneſs, and by e- 
ery thing by which a-man 1s excellent, 
may be profited :- and becauſe thoſe are 
he braveſt friends which can beſt ſerve 
he ends of friendſhips, either , we mult 
ſuppoſe that friendſhips are not the great- 
ſt comforts in the World, or elſe we 

uſt ſay, he chuſes his friend beſt, that 
huſes ſuch a one by whom he can receive 
he greateſt comforts and aſliſtances, 


3. This being the meaſure of all friend- 
Mips; they all partake of excellency, ac- 
ording as they are fitted to this meaſure 2 

a friend may be counſelled well enough 
hough his friend be not the wiſeſt man 
$n the world, and he may be pleaſed in 
his ſociety though he be not the beſt na- 
tured man in the world ; but ſtill it muſt 
Ybe, that ſomething excellent is, or is ap- 
Wprehended, or elſe it can be no worthy 
Wriendſhip;; becauſe the choice is impru- 
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dent and fooliſh. © Chuſe for your friend 
him that is wiſe and good, and ſecret and 
juſt, ingenuous.and honeſt ; and in thoſe 
things: which, have a latitude, uſe you 
own liberty ;.but in ſuch things which con 
ſiſt in an indiviſible point, make no abate 
ments; Thatis, you muſt not chuſe him 
to be your friend that is not honeſt anc 
ſecret, juſt and true to a tittle ; but if he 
be wiſe at all, and uſeful in any degree 
and as good as you can have him, you 
need not be aſhamed to own your friend- 
ſhips; though ſometimes you may. be a- 
ſhamed of ſome imperfections of your 
friend. 


4. But if you yet enquire further, whe-WM,., 
ther fancy. may be an ingredient in yourWp, 
choice ? 1 anſwer, that fancy may miniſter 
to this as to all other actions in which WY; 
there.is a liberty and variety ; and we ſhall 
find that 'there-may, be peculiarities and fi 
little partialicies, a friendſhip, improperly «: 
ſo called, entring upon accounts of an in- Ii ,; 
nocent paſſion and a pleas*d fancy, even lf +4 
our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf loved Saint if + 
Fobn and Lazarus by aſpecial love, which MI ;; 
was ſignified by ſpecial -treatmgnts!; ad | F* 

of | 
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þf the Yojng wan that ſpake well and wiſe- 
ly to Chriſt, it is affirmed, Teſs loved 

im: that is, he fancied the man, and his 
foul had a certain cognation and ſimilitude 
pf 'temper and inclination. For in all 
hings where there is. a latitude, every ' 
faculty will endeavour to be pleaſed, and 
ſometimes the meaneſt perſons in a houſe 
have a feſtival ; even ſympathies and na- 
ural inclinations to ſome perſons, and a 
onformity of humours, and proportion- 
able loves, andthe beauty: of the face, and 
a witty anſwer may firſt ſtrike the flint 
and kindle a ſpark, which if it falls upon 
tender and compliant natures. may grow 
into a flame ; but this will never be main- 
tained at the rate of friendſhip, unleſs it 
be fed by pure materials, by 'worthineſſes 
which are the food of friendſhip : where 
theſe are not, Men and Women may be 
pleaſed with one -anothers company, and 


C lye under theſame roof, and: make them- 


ſelves companions of equal 'proſperities, 
and humour their 'friend'; but if you call 
this friendſhip, you give a ſacred name 
to humour or fancy, for there is a Plato- 


FJ nick friendſhip 4s well as aPlatonicklove ; 


Y but they-beins but thedImages of: more: 
C 


2 noble 


' 4-51 


The Meaſures and 


noble bodies are but like tinſel dreſſings; if 
which will ſhew. bravely by candle-light, 
and do excellently in a mask, but are not 
fit for converſation, and the material en- 
tercourſes of our life. Theſe are the pret- 
- . tineſſes of proſperity and good-natured 
wit ; but when we ſpeak of friendſhip, 
which is the beſt thing in the World ( for 
It is love and beneficence; it is charity 
that is fitted for ſociety ) we cannot ſup- 
pole a brave pile ſhould be built up with 
nothing ; and they that bnild Caſtles in the 
air, and look upon friendſhip, as upon a 
fine Romance, a thing that pleaſes the fan- 


cy, but is good for nothing elſe, will do 
well when they are aſleep, or when they 
are come to Elyſium; and for ought I 


| knowin the .mean time may be as much 


in love with Afandaza in the Grand Cyrns, 
as with the Infanta of Spain, or any of the 
moſt perfect beauties and real excellencies 


of the world : and by dreaming of perfect | 


and abſtracted friendſhips, make them ſo 
immaterial that they periſh in the handling 
and become good for nothing. 


But I know not whither I was 


oing; | 
I did only mean to ſay that becauſc ns: 
ip | 
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hip is that by which the world is moſt 
vleſſed- and receives moſt good, it ought 
o be choſen amongſt the worthieſt per- 
ons, that is, amongſt thoſe that can do 


hi. 
$0 
, 


t-W&reateſt benefit to each other ; and though 
.d {Wan equal worthineſs I may chuſe by my eye, 
2, Wor car, that 1s, into the conſideration of 
rhe cflential I may take in alſo the acci- 


dental and extrinſick worthineſſes ; yet I 
ought to give every one their juſt value ; 
yhen the internal beauties are equa], thefe 
ſhall help to weigh down the ſcale, and I 
willlove a worthy friend that can delight 
meas well as profit me, rather than him 
who cannot delight me at all, and profit 
me 70 more; but yet Iwill not weigh the 
gayeſt flowers, or the wings of butter- 

ies againſt wheat; but when I am to 
chuſe wheat, I may take that which looks 
the brighteſt : I had rather ſee Thyme and 
Roſes, Marjoram and July-flowers that 
are fair and ſweet and medicinal, than the 
prettieſt Tulips that are good for nothing: 
And my Sheep and Kine are better ſervants 
than Race-horſes and Gray-hounds : And 
] ſhall rather furniſh my Study with Plu- 
tarch and Cicero, with Livy and Polybirs, 
than with Cafſandra and Ibrahim Baſſi : 
'* and 
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 -and if Ido give an hour to thefe-for di 


yertiſement- or pleaſure, yet I will dwell 
with them that can inſtruct me, and make 


me wiſe and eloquent, ſevere and uſeful tc 


my ſelf and others. I end this with thei 


ſaying of Lelixs in Cicero: Amicitia- 10 

debet conſequi utilitatem, jo amicitiam uti 
lizas. When I chuſe my friend, 1 vill not 
* ſtayrtill I have received a kindnefS; but [ 
will chuſe ſuch an one that can do me man 

if-I need them: But I mean ſuch kindneſ\- 
ſes which make-me wiſer, and which make 
me better ; thatis, I will when T chuſe m 

friend, chufe him that is the braveſt, the 
worthieſt and the moſt excellent perſon : 
and then your firſt Queſtion is ſoon an- 
fwered; to love ſach a perſon and to con- 
tract ſuch friendſhips is-juſt ſo' authorized 
by the principles of Chriſtianity, as it is 
warranted to love wifdom and vertue, 
goodneſs and beneficence, and all the im- 
preſſes of God upon the ſpirits of brave 
men. 


2. The next inquiry is how far it may 
extend! I hat is, by what expreſſions it 
may be ſignified ? I find that David and 
Jenathan loved at a itrange rate; they 

| Were 
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zreboth-good men ; though it happened 


e1hat Jonathan was on the obliging ſide ; 


I te 


keFut here the expreſſions were ; Jonathan 


atched for Davids good; told him of 


Wis danger, and helped him to eſcape 


bok part with Davids innocence againſt 
is Fathers malice and injuſtice ; and be- 
ondall this, did it to his own prejudice ; 
id they two ſtood like two feet ſupport- 
ng one body; though Jonathan knew 

at David would prove like the foot of 
Wreſtler, and would ſupplant him, - not 
dy any unworthy or unfriendly action, but 
t was from God; and he gave him his 
and to ſet him upon his own Throne. 


We find his parallels in the Gentiles ſto- 
ies : young Athenodorus having divided 
he eſtate with his Brother Xerox ; divided 

it again when Xenon had ſpent his own 
ſhare; and Lucullus would not take the 
Conſulſhip till his younger brother had 
firſt enjoyed it for a year ; but Pollux di- 
vided with Caſtor his immortality ; and 
you know who offer*d himſelf to death be- 
ing pledge for his friend ; and his friend by 
performing his word reſcued him as brave- 
ly: and when we find in Scripture that 


C 4 for- 
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for a good man ſome ron dare. to dit 
and ' that Aquila and Priſcilla-laid thei 
necks down for S.. Pat; and the Galati 
ans would have given him their very eyes 
that is, every thing that was moſt dear tc 
them, .and ſome others were near untc 
death for his ſake ; and that it is a precepi 


of Chriſtian charity, to lay down our” 


lives for our brethren, that is, thoſe whe 
were combined in a cauſe of Religion, wha 
were united with the ſame hopes, and 1 
parted to each other ready aſhiſtances, and 
grew dear by common ſufferings, we need 
Enquire no further for the expreſſions of 
friendſhips : "Greater love than this hath ni 
man, than that he lay down hu life for hy 
Friends ;, and this we are oblig*d to do in 
ſome Caſes for al! Chriſtians ; and there- 
fore we may do it for thoſe who are to us 
ia this preſent & imperfect ſtate of things, 
that which all the good Men and Women 
in the World ſhall be in Heaven, that is, 
in the ſtate of perfect friendſhips. This is 
the biggeſt ; but then it includes and can 
ſuppole all the reſt ; and if this may be 
done for all, and in ſome caſes muſt for 
any one of the multitude, we need not 
icruple whether we may do it for _ | 
who # 
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zho are better than a multicude. But as 
or the thing it ſelf, it 1s not eaſily and 
ightly to be done; and a Man mult nor 
lie for © humour, nor expend ſo great a 
ewel for a trifle : ubays arerred/ capey 61 
bTss in" #Þeyt AuoITeAT Tapeardanope YErr- 
rouerer.:s. Tfaid Philo; we will hardly die 

when it is for nothing, when no good, 
no worthy end is ſerved, and become a 
Sacrifice.to redeem a foat-boy.. Bub we 
may not give our lite to redeem another - 
anleſs 1. The party for whom we die be 
a worthy and-an. uſeful-perſon ; better for 
the publick, or better for Religion, and 
more uſeful to others than my ſelf: T lus 
Ribiſthius the German died bravely when 
he became a Sacrifice for his Maſter, Idau- 
rice Duke of Saxony: Covering his Ma- 
ſters body with his own, that he might 
eſcape the fury of the Turkiſh Souldiers. 
Succurram perituro, ſed ut ipſe non peream, 
niſt ſi futurus ero magni homints, aut magne 
res merces, ſaid Seneca. I will help a dy- 
ing perſon if I can;.. but I will not die my 
ſelf for him, unleſs by my death I ſave a 
brave man, or become the-price of a great 
thing 3: that is; I will die far a Prince, for 
the republick,, or. to ſave an Army, as 
C 5 Dawid: 
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Dawidexpos'd himſelf to combat with th 


Philiſtin for the redemption of the hoſt 0 
Tjrael: and in this ſenſe, that 1s true 
Preſtat ut pereat unms, quam Unit as, bet 


. terthat oze periſh than a multitude. 2. / 


man dies bravely when he . gives his tem 
poral life to fave the ſoul of any ſingle per 
Jon in the Chriſtian world. It is a worth) 
exchange, - and the glorification : of tha 
love by which Chriſt gave bis life for eve 
Ty foul. Thus he that reproves. an erring 
Prince wifely and neceſſarily, he that a 
firms a fundamental truth, or ſtands up for 
the glory of the Divine attributes, though 
he die for it, becomes a worthy facrifice 
3. Theſe are duty, but it may be heroic 
and full of Chriſtian bravery, to give my 


| life to reſcue a noble and a brave friend; 


though I my felf be as worthy a man as 
he; becauſe the preference of him is an 
att of humility in me ; and of friendſhip 
towards him; Humility and Charity ma- 
king a-pious difference, where art and 2a- 
wwre have made all equal. 


Some have fancied other meaſures of | 
treating our friends. One ſort of men |} 
{ay that we are to expect that our friends | 

ſaould b 
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ould value us as we value our ſelves : 
hich if it were to be admitted, will re- 
quire that we make no friendſhip with a 
Droud man; and fofar indeed were well; 
but then this proportion does exclude 
ome humble men -who are moſt to be va- 
lued, and the rather becauſe they under- 
alue themſelves. 


Others ſay that a friend is to value his 
friend as much as his friend values him z 
but neither is this well or ſafe, wife or 
fufficient; for it makes friendſhip a meer 
bargain, and'is fomething like the Coun- 
try weddings in ſome places where I have 
been; where the bridegroom and the 
bride muſt meet in the half way, and if 
|; they fail a ſtep, they retire and break the 
8 match : It is not good to make a reckon- 
nl ing in friendſhip; that's merchandiſe, or 
It may be gratitude, but not noble friend- 
-W ſhip; in whicheach part ſtrives to ont-do 
-& the other in ſignifications of an excellent 
love: And amongſt true friends there i 
xo fear of loſing any thing. 


But thit which. amongſt the old Philo- 
fophers.comes.nearelt to the right, is that 
WC 
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we love our friends as we' love our ſelves 1 cr: 


If they had meant it as our Bleſſed Saviour 
did, of that general friendſhip by which 
we are to love all Mankind, it had bee 


perfect and well; or if they had meant it 


of the inward affection, or of outward 
juſtice ; but becauſe they meant it of the 


"moſt excellent friendſhips, and of the out 


ward ſignifications of it, it cannot be fyf 
ficient: fora friend may and muſt ſome 
times do more for his friend than he would 
do for himſelf. Some men will periſh be 


_ fore they will beg or petition for them 


ſelves to ſome certain perſons ; but they 
account it noble to do it for their friend, 
and they will want rather than their friend 
ſhall want; and they will be morecarneſt 


Ca 


in praiſe or diſpraiſe reſpeCtively for their ſar 


friend than for themſelves. And indeed I 
account that one of the greateſt demon- 
ſtrations of real friendſhip, that a friend 
can really endeavour to have his friend 
advanced in honour, in reputation, in the 
opinion of wit or learning before himſelf. 


Martial, Ayrum & opes, © rura frequens | 
I. 8.cÞP. Adenabit amicus: - 


Qui velit ingenio cedere rarws | 


erit. Sed ® 
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dtibi tantus ineſt veterss reſpettus amics, 

Carior ut mea fit quam tua fama tibi. 

Lands, gold and trifles many give or 
lend ; | 

But he that ſtoops in fame is. a rare 
friend ; 

In friendſhips orb thou art the bright- 
eſt ſtar, 

Before thy fame mine. thou preferreft 
far. 


But then be pleaſed to think that there- 
ore Iſo highly value this ſignification of 
riendſhip, becauſe I ſo highly value hu- 
nility- Humility and Charity are the two 
greateſt graces in the World; and theſe 
are the greateſt ingredients which: con- 
ſtitute friendſhip and expreſs it, 


1% But there needs no other meaſures of 
1 Wfriendfhip, but that it may be as great as 
2 Myou-can expreſs it ; beyond death it cannot 
- go, to death it may, when the cauſe is 


reaſonable and juſt, charitable and reli- 

* 7 gious: andyet if there be any thing great- 
er than to ſuffer death (and pain and ſhame 

3 to ſome are more infufterable) a true on 
, noble 
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T noble friendſhip ſhrinks not at the greatet 


trials. 


And yet there is a limit even to friend 
ſhip. It muſt be as great as our frient 
fairly needs in all things where we are no 
tied up by a former duty, to God, to oy 
felves, or ſome pre-obliging relative 
When Pollux heard ſome body whiſper : 
reproach againſt ' his Brother Caſtor, ht 
killed the flanderer with his fiſt: tha 
was a zeal which his friendſhip could not 
warrant. Nulla eſt excuſatio ſi amici cau 
54 peccaverss, ſaid Cicero. No friendſhir 
can excuſe a fin : And this the braver Ro 
mans inſtanced in the matter of duty tc 


their Country. It is not lawful to fight 


on our friends part againſt our Prince © 
Country ; and therefore when Cain Bleo- 
ſinus of Cama in the ſedition of Gracchm 
appeared againſt his Country, when he 
was taken he anſwered, That he loved 
Tiberius Gracchus fo dearly, that he 
thought fit to follow him whitherſoever 
heled; and begg?d pardon upon that ac- 
count. They who were his Judges were 
ſo noble, that though they knew it no fair 
excuſe : yet for the honour of — 

oy 


ey 
fo 


llc 
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e@ey did not: direQtly reject his motion : 
t put him to death, becauſe he did not 
dllow, 'but led on Gracchm, and brought 
is frietd into the ſnare : For ſo they pre- 
zrved the hononrs-of friendſhip on either 
and, by neither ſuffering it to be ſullied 
y a foul excuſe, nor yet rejefted in any 
air pretence. - A man may not be- perju- 
ed for his friend.” I remember-to have 
ead in the Hiſtory of the Low-countries, 
hat Grimſton and Redhead, when Bergen- 
W-pz00, was beſieged by the Duke of Par- 
ya, ated for the intereſt of the Queen of 
Englanas Forces a notable deſign z but be- 
ng ſufpected and put for their acquittance 
o take the Sacrament of the Altar, they 
gdiſſembled their perſons, and their jn- 
tereſt, their deſign and their religion, and 
lid for the Queens fervice (as one wittily 
wrote to her) give not only their bodies 
but their ſouls, and ſo deferved a reward 
rreater than ſhe could pay them : Icannot 
ay this is a thing greater than a friend- 
ſhip can require, for it is not great at all, 
but a great villany, which hath no name, 
and no order in worthy entercourſes; and 
no obligation to a friend can reach as high 
C as Our CMuty to God : And he that does 
2 
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a baſe thing in zeal for his friend, burn 
the golden thred that ties their hearts to 

ether; it is a conſpiracy, but no longer 
Zrendſoip. And when Cars lent his Wife 
to. Hortenſjus,. and Socrates lent his to 1 
merry Greek, they could not amongſt 
wiſe perſons obtain ſo much as the fame of 
being worthy friends, neither could thoſ 
great Names legitimate an unworthy acti 
on under the moſt plauſible title. 


I iscertain that amongſt friends their 
eſtates are common, that is, by whatſo- 
ever I can reſcue my friend from calamity, 
I am to ſerve him, or not to call him 
friend; there is a great- latitude in. this, 
 andit isto be reſtrained by no: prudence, 
but when there is on the other ſide a great 
neceſſity neither vicious nor avoidable : 
A man may chuſe whether he will or no; 
and he does not fin in not doing it, unleſs 
he have bound himſelf to it : But certain! 
friendſhip ts the greateſt band in the world 
and if he have profeſſed a great friendſhip, 
he hath a very great obligation to do that 
and more; and- he can no ways be difob- 
liged but by the care of his Natural:rela- 
tions, | 


L 1 
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I ſaid, Þ Friendſhip i the greateſt bond in 
be world, | and I had reaſon for it, for it 
s all the bands that this world hath ; .and 
ere is no ſociety, and there 1s no rela- 
ion that is worthy, but it is made fo by 
he communications of friendſhip, and by 
partaking ſome of its excellencies. For 
riendſhipis a tranſcendent, and ſignifies 
as much as Unity can mean, and every 
onſent, and every pleaſure, and every be- 
nefit, and eyery ſociety is the Mother or 
he Daughter of friendſhip. Some friend- 
ſhips are made by nature, ſome by contra@ 
ſome by intereff, and ſome by ſouls. And 
in proportion to theſe ways of Uniting, 
ſo the friendſhips are greater or leſs, ver- 
tnous or natural, profitable or holy, or 
all this together. Nature makes excellent 
friendſhips, of which we obſerve ſome- 
thing in ſocial parts; growing better in 
each- others neighbourhood than where 
they ſtand ſingly : and in animals it is 
more notorious, whofe friendſhips extend 
fo far as to herd and dwell together, to 
play, and feed, to defend and fight for one 
another, and to cry in abſence, and to re- 
joyce in one anothers preſence. But theſe 
fr tend- 


)! 


| 
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friendſhips have other names leſs noble, Whei 
they are ſympathy, or they are ſtint, 
But if to this natural friendſhip there be 
reaſon ſuperadded, ſomething will come 
11 upon the ſtock of reaſon which will en 
noble it; but becauſe no Rivers can riſe 
- higher than Fountains, reaſon ſhall draw 
out all the diſpoſitions which are in Na- 
ture and eſtabliſh them into friendſhips, 
but they cannot ſurmount the communica- 
tions of Nature; Nature can make no 
friendſhips greater than her own excellen- 
cies. Nature is the way of contrafting 
neceſſary friendſhips: that is, by nature 
ſuch friendſhips are contracted without Ill gre 
which we cannot live, and be educated, bp: 
or- be well, or be at all. In this ſcene, 'p 
that of Parents and Children is the great- I ip' 
eſt, which indeed is begun in nature, but I lat 
Is actuated by ſociety and mutual endear- I au 
ments. For Parents love their Children Ill Or 
becauſe they love themſelves, Children I 2! 
being but like emiſſions-of water, ſymbo- Il F1 

re 
{lt 
2 
(y 


lical, or indeed the ſame with the foun- 
tainz and they in their poſterity ſee the 
images and inſtruments of a civil immor- 
tality; but if Parents and Children do not 
live together, we ſee their friendſhips = 

| their 
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heir loves. are much abated and fypport- 
d only by fame and duty, by cuſtoms and 
eligion, which to nature are but artifi- 
ial pillars, and make this friendſhip to be 
omplicated, and to: paſs from: its own 
tind to another. That of Children to 
heir Parents is not properly friendſhip, 
but gratitude and intereſt, and religion, 
and whatever can fupervene of the nature 
of friendſhip comes in upon another ac- 
count z upon ſociety and worthineſs and 
choice. 


) 
This relation on either hand makes 
great Dearneſles ; But it hath ſpecial and 
proper ſignifications of it, and there is a 
noel duty incumbent -on each other res» 
pectively.” This friendſhip and focial re- 
lation is not equal, and there is too much 
authority on one fide, and too much fear 
on the other to make equal friendſhips ; 
and therefore although this is one of the 
kinds of friendſhip, . that is of a ſocial and 
relative. love and converſation, yet in the 
more proper ufe of the word; F Friend- 
Tp. does'do ſome things which Father 
and Son donot; I inſtance in the free and 
open communicating counſels, and the 
eVEn- 
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evenneſs and pleaſantneſs of converſation 
and conſequently the ſignifications of thi 

aternal and filial love as they are dive 


in themſelves and unequal, and therefor: 
another kind of friendſhip than we mea 


in our enquiry; ſo they are ſuch a dutſudi 


which no other friendſhip can annul : be 
cauſe their mutual duty is bound upoj 
them by religion Iong before any other 
friendſhips can be contracted ; and there 
fore having firſt poſſeſſion muſt abide for 
ever. Theduty and love to Parents mu 
not yield to religion, much leſs to any new 
friendſhips: and our Parents are to be 
preferred before the Corban : and are at 
no hand to be laid aſide but when they en- 
gage againſt God : That is, in the rights 
which this relation and kind of. friendſhip 
challenges as Its propriety, it is ſupreme 
and cannot give place to any other friend- i 
ſhips; till the Father gives his right away, i 
and God or the Laws conſent to it 3 as 1n 
the caſe of marriage, emancipation, and 
adoption to another family : in which cafes 
though love and gratitude are ſtill obli- 
ging, yet the ſocicties and duties of rela- 
tton are very much altered, which in the 
proper and beſt friendſþips can neyer be 
at 
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tall. But then this alſo is true : that the 
xcial relations of Parents and Children 
ot having in them all the capacities of a 
pper friendſhip, cannot challenge all the 
gnifications of jt: that is, It is no pre- 
udice to the duty I owe there, to pay all 
he dearneſſes which are due here, and to 
riends there are ſome things due which 
he other cannot challenge : 1 mean, zzy ſe- 
ret, and my equal converſation, and the 
pleaſures and intereſts of theſe, and the 
onſequents of all. 


—S-2 
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Next to this is the ſociety and dearneſs 
pf Brothers and Siſters : which uſually is 
ery great amongſt worthy perſons ; but 
Wt it be conſidered what it is in it ſelf, 
Wt is but very little; there is very often a 
Wikeneſs of natural temper, and there is 
ſocial life under the ſame roof, and they 
are commanded to love one another, and 
hey are equals in many inſtances, and are 
ndeared by converſation when it is merry 
and pleaſant, innocent and ſimple,without 
art and without deſign. But Brothers 
paſs not into noble friendſhips upon the 
tock of that relation : they have fair diſ- 
vofitions and advantages, and are more 
' eaſe 
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eaſie and ready to ferment into the great 
eſt dearneſſes, if all things elſe be anſwer 
able. Naturediſpoſes them well 'toward 
it, but in this enquiry if we ask what dut 
is paſſed upon a Brother to a Brother eve 
for being {0 ? I anſwer, that religion an 
our parents and God and the laws appoir 
what meaſures they pleaſe, 'but natu 
paſſes but very little, and friendſhip leſs: 
and this we ſee apparently in choſe Bro 
thers who live afunder, and contradt ne 
relations, and dwell in other ſocieties 
There isno love, no friendſhip withou 
the entercourſe of converſation ? Friend" 
_ indeed may laſt longer than our 
bode: together, but they were firſt con 
tracted by it, and eſtabliſhed by pleafſur 
and benefit, and unleſs it be the beft kind 
of friendſhip ( which that of Brothers it 
that meer capacity is not } it dies when it 
wants the proper nutriment and ſupport Y 
and to this purpoſe is that which was: fpc 
ken by Solomon : [ better 1s a newp 
Prov. pour that is near, .than' a Brath 
27.10, ; bi . 
| that is far off : | that is, although 
ordinarily, Brothers are firſt poſſeſſed 0 
the entries and fancies of friendſhip, be- 
cauſe: they are of the' firft ſocieties and 
| convyer- 
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onyerſations,yet when that ceaſes and the 
Brother goes away, ſo that he does no _ 
-dvantage, . no benefit of entercourſe; the 
Wcighbour that dwells by me, with whom 
converſe at all, either he is my enemy 
nd does, and receives evil ; or if we con- 
erſe in worthineſles and benefit and plea- 
ant communication, he is better in the 
ws and meaſures of friendſhip than my 
liſtant Brother. And it is obſervable that 
Brother} is indeed a word of friendſhip 
nd charity and of mutual endearment, 
{81d ſo is a title of the braveſt ſociety; yet 
«1 all the Scripture there are no precepts 
-Wiven of any duty and comport which 
3rothers, that is, the deſcendents of the 
Fame parents are to have one towards /ano- 
her in that capacity, and it is not becauſe 
heir nearneſs 1s ſuch that they need none : 
or Parents and children are nearer, and 
et need tables of duty to be deſcribed; 
nd for Brothers, certainly they need it 
nfinitely if there be any peculiar duty 
ain and Abel are the great probation of 
hat, and you know who ſaid, 


at 


\ h_ 


* W 


Fratrum quoque gratia rara eſt : 
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It is not often you ſhall ſee Pe 
Two Brothers live in amitie. fir 
.Ecr 

But the Scripture which often deſcribe yi 
the duty of Parents and Children, never ſt 
deſcribes the duty of Brothers ; excepylfl n: 
where by Brethren are meant all that parlf th 
of mankind who, are tied to us by any viſ th 
Cinity and indearment of religion or coun} be 


try, of profeſſion and family, of contrady ar 
or ſociety, of love and the nobleſt friend ec 
ſhips; the meaning is, that though fra\ 12 
ternity alone be the endearment of ſome w 
degrees of friendſhip, without choice and w 
without excellency; yet the relation 1H t: 
ſelf is not friendſhip, and does not natu-ſ th 
rally infer it, and that which is procuredy} fr 
by it,is but limited and little ; and thoughh br 
it may paſs into it, as other converſations nc 
may, yet the friendſhip is accidental to it ;Þſ ex 
and enters upon other accounts, as it doesſfl te 
between ſtrangers; with this only diffe-W ſa 
rence that Brotherhood does oftentimes}}l ſic 
aſſiſt the valuation of thoſe excellencies forſf ſp 
which we entertain our friendſhips. Fra-Þjf pl 
ternity is the opportunity and preliminary a | 
diſpoſition to friendſhip, md: no wy fri 
or 
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For ifmy Brother be a fool or a vitious 
perſon, the love to which nature and our 
firſt converſation diſpoſes me, does not 
end in friendſhip, but in pity and fair pro» 
viſions, and aſliſtances; which is a demon- 
ſtration that Brotherhood is but the incli- 
nation and addreſs to friendſhip: and 
though I will love a worthy Brother more 
than a worthy ſtranger; if the worthineſs 
be equal, becauſe the relation is ſomething, 
and being put into the ſcales againſt an 
equal worthineſs muſt needs turn the hal- 
lance, as every grain will do in an even 
weight; yet when the relation is all the 
worthineſs that is pretended, 1t cannot 
ſtand in competition with a friend : for 
though a friend-Brother is better than a 
friend-ſtranger, where the friend is equal, 
but the Brother 1s not : yet a Brother is 
not better than a friend; but as Solomons 
expreſſion Is [7 there-is a friend that is bet- 
ter. than a Brother, and to be born of the 
ſame parents 1s ſo accidental and extrin- 
ſick to a mans pleaſure or worthineſs, or 
ſpiritual advantages, that though it be very 
-E pleaſing and uſeful that a Brother ſhould be 
1M a friend, yet it is no great addition to a 
© friend that he alſo is a Brother : there is 
x D {ome- 
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from thence only hath its yalue, and 


ſomething in it, but not much. But in 
ſhort the caſe is thus. The firſt begin- 
nings: of friendſhip ſerve the neceſlities ; 
but choice and worthineſs are the excellen- 
Cies of its endearment and its bravery ; 
and between a Brother that is no friend, 
and a friend that is no Brother, there is 
the ſame difference as between the diſpo- 
ſition, and the act or habit: a Brother if 
he be worthy is the readieſt and the near- Wh; 
eſt to be a friend, but till he be ſo, he is W; i; 
but the twi-light of the day, and but the Wy 
bloſſome to the faireſt fruit of Paradiſe. We 
A Brother does not always make a friend, WW. 
but a friend ever makes a Brother and Wh, 
more: And although nature ſometimes Ihe 
finds the tree, yet friendfhip engraves the Ill; ; 
Image ; the firſt relation places him in the he ; 
Garden, but friendſhip ſets it in the Tem- I+1- 
ple, and then only 1t 1s venerable and ſa- 
cred : and ſo is Brotherhood when it hath 
the ſoul of friendſhip. 


So that if it be asked which are moſt to 
be valued, Brothers or friends ; the an- 
ſwer is very eaſie; Brotherhood is or may 
be one of the kinds of friendſhip, and 


there- 
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herefore if it be compared with a greater 
riendſhip muſt give place : But then ir is 
ot to be asked which is to be preferred, 
2 Brother or a Friend, but which Is the 
hetter friend; Jexmon or my Brother ? 
or if my Brother ſays 1 ought to loye 
im beſt, then he ought 
o love me beſt; * if he Fs: Ut praſtem Dy- 
: aden, aliquts mib 
' Foes, then there 1s a great ,,,1. o,vfes. 
 (Wciendſhip, and he poſli- Ec non fir ver- 
dly is to be preferred ; bi, Marce, ut 4- 
f he can be that friend 77%, ama. Mar, 
hich he pretends to be, + & + 1: 
hat is, if he be equally worthy : but if 
e ſays, I muſtlove him only becauſe he 
s my Brother, whether he loves me or no, 
els ridiculous; and It will be a ſtrange 
elation which hath no correſpondent : 
ut ſuppoſe it, and add this alſo, that F 
m equally his Brother as he 1s mine, and 
hen he alſo muſt love me whether 1 love 
imorno; and if he does not, he ſays, I 
Þuſt love him though he be my enemy z 
nd ſo I muſt; but I muſt not love my E- 
emy though he be my Brother more than 
love my Friend; and at laſt if he does 
drve me for being his Brother, I confeſs 
at this love deſerves love again; but 
WA. then 
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then I conſider, that he loves me upon an 
incompetent reaſon : for he that loves me 
only becauſe I am-his Brother, loves me 
for that which is no worthineſs, and I muſt 
love him as much as that comes to, and 
. foras little reaſon ; unleſs this be added, 
that he loves me firſt : but whether choice 
and union of ſouls, and worthineſs of man- 
ners, and greatneſs of underſtanding, and 
uſefulneſs of converſation, and the bene- 
fits of Counſel, and all thoſe endearments 
which make our lives pleaſant and our per- 
ſons Dear, are not better and greater rea- 
ſons of love and Dearneſs than to- be born 
of the ſame fleſh, I think amongſt wikſc 
perſons needs no great inquiry. For fra- 
tervity is but a Cognation of bodies, but 
friendſhip is an Union of ſouls which are 
confederated by more noble ligatures. M 
Brother, if he be no more, ſhall have m 
hand to help him, but unleſs he be mj 
friend too, he cannot challenge my heart: 
and if his being my friend be the greate 
nearneſs, then fr:exd is more than Brother 
and I ſuppoſe no man doubts but that Da 
vid loy?d Jonathan far more than he lov' 
his Brother Eli:b. 
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One a 1. more there may be in this 
affair, and that is, whether a friend may 
be more than a Husband or Wife; To 
which I anſwer, that it can never be rea- 
fonable or juſt, prudent or lawful : but 
the reaſon is, becauſe Marriage is the 
Queen of friendſhips, in which there is a 
communication of all that can be commu- 
nicated by friendſhip : and it being made 
ſacred by vows and love, by bodies and 
ſouls, by intereſt and cuſtome, by religion 
and by laws, by common Counſels, and 
common fortunes ; it is the principal in 
the kind of friendſhip, and the es of 
all the reſt : And there is no abatement to 
this conſideration, but that there may be 
fome allay in this as in other leſſer friend- 
ſhips by the incapacity of the perſons : 
if I have not choſen my friend wiſely or 
fortunately, he cannot be the correlative 
in the beſt Union ; but then. the friend 
tives as the ſoul does after death, it is in 
the ſtate of ſeparation, in which the ſoul 
ſtrangely loves the body and longs to be 
reunited, but the body is an uſeleſs trunk 
and can do no miniſteries to the ſoul ; 
which therefore prays to have the body 
D 3 re- 
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reformed and reſtored andmade a brave 
and a fit companion : ſo muſt theſe beſt 
friends, when one is uſeleſs or unapt to 
the brayeries of the princely friendſhip, 
they muſt love ever, and pray ever, end 
long till the other be perfected and made 
fit ; in this caſe there wants only the bo- 
dy, but the ſoul is ſtill a relative and mult 
be ſo for ever. 


A Husband and a Wife are the beſt 
friends, but they cannot always ſignifie all 
that to each other which their friendſhips 
would ; as the Sun ſhines not upon a Val- 
ley which ſends up a thick vapour to 
cover his face; and though kis beams are 
etcrngl, yet the ciniſſion 1s intercepted by 
the intervening cloud. But however all 
friendſhips are but parts of this; a man 
muſt leave Father and Mother and cleave 
to his Wife, that is [ the deareſt thing in 
Wature is not comparable to the deareſt thing 
of. friendſhip : | and I think this is argu- 
ment ſufficient to prove friendſhip to be 
the greateſt band in the world; Add to 
this, that other friendſhips are parts of 
this, they are marriages too, leſs indeed 
than the other, becauſe they cannot, muſt 
nor 
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not. be all that endearment which the other 
is; yet that being the principal, is the 
meaſure of the reſt, arid are all to be ho- 
noured by like dignities, and meaſured by 
the ſame rules, and conducted by their 
portion of the ſame Laws : But as friend- 
ſhips are Adarriages of the ſoul, and of 
fortunes and intereſts, and counſels; ſo 
they are brotherhoods too; and I often 
think of the excellencies of friendſhips in 
the words of David, who certainly was 
the beſt friend in the World [_ Ecce quam 
bonum &* quam jucundum fratres habitare 
inunim : } It is good and-1it is gleaſant 
that Brethren ſhould live like friends, that 
is, they who are any ways relative, and 
who are any ways ſocial and confederate 
ſhould alſo dwell in Unity and loving ſo- 
ciety, for that is the meaning of the word 
[Brother] in Scripture [It was my Bro- 
ther Jonathan] ſaid David; ſuch Bro- 
thers contracting ſuch friendſhips are the 
beauties of ſociety, and the pleaſure of 
life, and the feſtivity of minds : and what- 
ſoever can be ſpoken of love, which is 
God's eldeſt daughter, can be ſaid of ver- 
tuous friendſhips; and though Carneades 
made an eloquent Oration at Roe againſt 
D 4 juſtice, 
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juſtice, and yet never ſaw a Panygerick of 
malice, or ever read that any man was 


witty zgainſt friendſhip. Indeed it is pro- 
bable that ſome men, finding themſelves 
by the peculiarities of friendſhip excluded 
from the participation of thoſe beauties of 
ſociety which enamel and adorn the wiſe 
and the vertuous, might ſuppoſe them- 
ſelves to have reaſon to ſpeak the evil 
words of envy and detraction ; I wonder 
not that all thoſe unhappy ſouls w hich ſhall 
find heaven gates ſhut againſt them, will 
think they have reaſon to ninrmur and 
blaſphgne : the ſimilitude is apt enough, 
for that is-the region of friendſhip, and 
love 1s the light of that glorious Country, 
but ſo bright that it needs. no Sun : Here 
we have fine and bright rays of that Ce- 
leſtial flame, and though to all Mankind 
the light of it Is in ſome meaſure to be ex- 
tended like the treaſures of light dwellin 
in the South, yet a little do illuſtrate 2 
beaurifie the North, yet fome live under 
the line, and the beams of friendſhip in 
that poſition are imminent and. perpendt- 
cular. 


I'know but one thing more in which 
the 
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the Communications of friendſhip can be 
reſtrained ; and that 1s, in Friends and 
Enemies : Amicus amici, amicus mens non 
eſt : My Friends friend is not always my 
friend; nor his enemy mine; for if my 
friend quarrel with' a third perſon with 
whom he hath had no friendſhips, upon 
the account of intereſt ; if that third per- 
ſon be my friend, the nobleneſs- of out 
friendſhips deſpiſes ſuch a quarrel; and 
what may be reaſonable in him, would be 
ignoble in me;. ſometimes-it may be o- 
therwiſe, and friends may. marry one ano- 
thers loves and hatreds, bur it is by chance 
if it can be juſt, and therefore becauſe it 
25 not always right it cannot be ever neceſ= 


ſary.. 


In all'things- elſe, let friendſhips be as 
high and. expreſſive till they become att 
Union,. or that friends like the Molionidz 
be ſo the ſame that the flames: of their 
dead bodies make but one Pyramis ;: no 
charity can be reproved ;. and ſuch friend-- 
ſhips which are more than ſhadows; are. 
nothing elſe but the rayes of that glorious: 
grace drawn into one”centre,. and made. 
more. active: by the Union ;, and:the pro» 
D- 5; PEcr 
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per ſignifications are well] repreſented in 
the old Hieroglyphick, by which the an- 
Clents depicted friendſhip-: © In the beau- 
< ties and ftrength of a young man, bare- 
- © headed, rudely clothed, to ſignifie its 
*© activity, and laſtingneſs, readineſs of 
** action, and aptneſſes to do ſervice ; 
© Upon the Fringes of his garment was 
&< written Mors & vita, as ſignifying that 
*© zn life and death the friendſhip was the 
© {3me; on the. forehead was written 
& Summer and Winter, that is, proſperous 
& and adyerſe accidents and ſtates of life; 
© the left arm and ſhoulder was. bare and 
**naked down to the heart to which the 
<« finger pointed, and there was written 
& longe & prope: by all which we know 
that friendſhip does good far and near : 
in Summer and Winter, in Hfe and death, 
and knows no difference of ſtate or acci- 
dent but by the variety of her ſervices : 
and therefore ask no more to what we can 
be obliged by friendſhip ; for it 1s every 
thing that can be honeſt and prudent, uſe- 
ful and neceſſary. | 


For this 1s all the allay of this Univer- 
fality, we may do any thing or ſufter any 
thnng, 
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thing, that is wiſe or neceſſary, or greatly 
beneficial to my friend, and that 2 any. 
thing, in which I am perfett maſter of my 
perſon and fortunes. Burt I would not in 

\ E bravery viſit my friend when he. is ſick. of. 
8 the plague, unleſs 1 can do him good e-- 
qual at leaſt to my danger, butl will pro-- 
cure him Phyſicians and prayers, all the 
aſſiftances that he can receive, and that 
he can deſire, if they be in my power: 
and when he is dead, I will not run into- 
his grave and be ſtifled with his earth ;. but 
I- will mourn for him, and perform his- 
will,- and take care of his relatives, and 
do for him as if he were alive, and I think: 
\ | that is the meaning of that hard ſaying of. 
| a Greek Poet. 
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To me though diſtant let thy friendſhip: 


fly, 
Though men be mortal, friendſhips muſt- 
not die, 


Of all things elſe, there's great fſatie-- 
ty. 
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. Ofſach immortal abſtracted pure friend- 


ſhips indeed there is no great plenty, and 
to ſce brothers hate each other, is not ſo 
rare as to ſee them love at this rate. The 
dead. and the abſent have but few friends, 
ſay the Spaniards ; but they who are the 
{ame to their friend 47%ngelsy, when he 
Is In another Countrey, or in another 
World, theſe are they who are fit to pre- 
{ſerve the ſacred fire for eternal ſacrifices, 
and to perpetuate the memory of thoſe 
exemplar friendſhips of the beſt men which 
have filled the World with hiſtory and 


wonder :. for in no other ſenſe but this,. 


can it be true 3 that friendſhips are pure 
loves, regarding to-do good more than 
to receive it: He that 1s a friend after 
death, hopes not for a recompence from 


his friend, and'makes no bargain either for F 
fame or love; but 1s rewarded with. the F 
conſcience and ſatisfaction of doing brave- Þ 


ly : but then this. is. demonſtration that 
they chuſe Friends beſt who take perſons 
ſo worthy that.can and will do ſo :. This is 
the profit and' uſefulneſs of. friendſhip; 


and he that contracts ſuch a noble Union,, 


muſt take care that his friend be ſuch who 


can: 
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can.and will ;, but hopes that himſelf ſhall 


be firſt uſed, and pur ro act it : Iwill nor 
have ſuch a friendſhip that is good for no- 
thing, but I hope that I ſhall be en the gi- 
ving and afliſting part ; and yet if both the 
friends be ſo noble, and hope and ſtrive 
to do the benefit, I cannot well fay which 
ought to yield ; 2nd whether that friend- 
ſhip were braver that could be content: to 
be unproſperous ſo his friend might have 
the glory of aſliſting him; or that which 
deſires to give aſliltances. in the greateſt 
meaſures of friendſhip: but he that chuſes 
a worthy friend that himſelf in the days 
of ſorrow and need might receive the ad- 
vantage, hath-no.excuſe, no pardon, un- 
leſs himſelf be as certain to do aſliſtances 
when. evil fortune fall. require them. 
The ſum of this anſwer ta this enquiry. I 


give you ina palr of Greek verſes. 


Y, LY As 
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Friends are to: friends. as leſſer Gods, 
while they 
Honour and ſervice to each other pay. 


4 But 
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But when a dark cloud*comes, grudge 


not to lend 
Thy head, thy heart, thy fortune to thy 
friend. 


3.. The laſt inquiry is, how friendſhips 
are tobe condutted ? T hat is, what are the 
duties in preſenco, and in abſence ;, whether 
the friend may not deſire to enjoy bus friend 
. 4s well as his friendſhip? The anſwer to 
which in a great meaſure depends upon 
what TI have ſaid already : and if friend- 
ſhip be a charity in ſociety, and is not for 


contemplation and noiſe, but for material: 


comforts and noble treatments and uſages, 
this 1s no peradyenture, but thatif I buy 
land, I may eat the fruits, and if I take a 


houſe I may dwell in it; and if I love a 


worthy perſon, I may pleaſe my felf in his 
ſociety : and 1nthis there is no exception, 


unleſs the friendſhip be between perſons. 


of a different ſex : for then not only the 
intereſt of their religion, and the care of 
their honour, but the worthineſs of their 
friendſhip requires that their enterconrſe 
be prudent and free from ſuſpicion and 
reproach : 1d if a friend 1s obliged to 
bear a calamity, ſo he ſecure the honour 


of: | 
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of his friend, it will-concern him to con- 


dud his entercourſe in the lines of a ver- 
tuous- prudence, fo that he ſhall rather 
loſe much of his own comfort, than ſhe any 
thing of her honoxr;, and in this caſe the 
noiſes of people are ſo to be regarded,. 
that next to innocence they are the prin- 
cipal. But when by caution and prudence 
and ſevere conduct, a friend hath done all 
that he or ſhe can to ſecure fame and ho- 
nourable reports ; after this, their noiſes 
are to be deſpiſed ; they muſt not fright 
us from our friendſhips, nor from her 
faireſt entercourſes; 1 may lawfully pluck_ 
the cluſters from my own Vine, though he 
that walks by, calls me thief. 


But by the way ( Madam) you may ſee | 
how much-I differ from the morofity of- 


| thofe Cynicks who would not admit your 


ſex into the communities of a noble friend- 
ſhip. 1 believe ſome Wives have been 
the beſt friends in the World ; and few 
ſtories can out-do the nobleneſs and piety 
of that Lady that ſuck'd the poyfonous, 
purulent matter from the wound of our 
brave Prince in the holy Land, when af 
Aſſaſine had pierc*d him-with a venom*d 
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arrow. and if it be told that Women can» 
not retain counſel, and therefore can be no 
brave friends; I can beſt confute them by 
the ſtory of Porcia, who being fearful of 
the weakneſs of. her ſex, ſtabb'd her ſelf 
into the thigh to try how ſhe could bear 
pain ; and finding her ſelf conſtant enough 
to that ſufferance, gently chid her Brutm 
for not daring to truſt her, ſince now ſhe 
xerceived that no.torment could wreſt that 
ecret from her, which ſhe hoped might 
be intruſted to her.. If, there were not 
more things to be ſaid for your ſatisfaCti- 
on, I could have made. it diſputable whe- 
ther have been more illuſtrious in their 
friendſhips Men or Women ? I cannot 
ſay that Women are capable of all thoſe 


excellencies by which Men can oblige the 


World;, and therefore. a female friend in 
ſome caſes 1s not ſo good a counſellor. as 
a wiſe man, and cannot ſo well defend my 
honour ;. nor diſpoſe of reliefs and aſliſt- 


ances if ſhe. he under the. power of ano- 


ther: but a woman can love as-paſſjonate- 
ly, and converſe as-pleaſantly, and retain 
a ſecret as faithiully, and be uſeful. in her 


proper miniſteries ; and ſhe can die for 


her friend as well as the braveſt Romar 


Knight ; . 
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Knight; and we find that fome perſons 
have engag?d themfelves as far as death 
upon a telſs intereſt than all this amounts 
to: fuch were the ivyoamaetu, as the 
Greeks call them, the Devoti of a Prince 
or General], the Aſſaſines amongſt the S4- 
racens, the Zoaidiyor amongſt the old &Ga- 
latians: they did as much as a friend could 
do; and if the greateſt ſervices of a friend 
can be_paid for by an ignoble price, we 
cannot grudge to vertuous and brave wo- 
men that theybe partners in a noble friend- 
ſhip, ſince their converſation and returns 
can add ſo'many moments to the felicity of 
our lives :. and therefore, though a Knife 
cannot enter as far as a Sword, yet a Knife 
may be more ufeful to fome purpoſes 
and in every thing, except it be againſt 
an enemy. A man is the beſt friend in 
trouble, but a woman may be-equal to him 
in the days of joy : a woman can as well 
increaſe our comforts, but cannot ſo well 


| leſſen our ſorrows t: and therefore we do 


not carry women with us when we go to 
fight; but in peaceful Cities and times, 
vertuous women are the beauties of ſociety 


q and the prettineſſes of friendſhip. And 


when we conſider that few perſons in the 
world 


& 
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world have all thoſe excellencies.by which 
friendſhip can be uſeful and illuſtrious, we 
may as well allow women as men to be 
friends ; ſince they can have all that which 
can be neceſſary and eſſential to friend- 
ſhips, and theſe cannox have all by. which 
friendſhips can be accidentally improved; 
in all ſome abatements will be made ; and 
| we ſhall do too much honour to women if 
we reject them from friendſhips becauſe 
they are not perfect : for if to friendſhips 
we admit imperfett men, becauſe no man 
is perfet : he that rejects women does 
find fault with them becauſe they are not 
more perfect than men, which either does 
ſecretly affirm that they ought and can be 
perfect, or elſe it openly -accuſes men of 
injuſtice and partiality, 


I hope you wil pardon me that I am a 
little gone from my undertaking, I went 
aſide to walt upon the women and to do 


countenance to their tender vertues : I amy: 


now return*d, and, if I were to do the 
office 'of a guide. to uninſtructed friends, 
would add the particulars. following : Ma- 
dam, you need not read them now, but 
when any friends. come. to be taught by 
Your 


Offices of Friendſhip. 67 


h your pr and example how to conyerſe 
"Wl 10 the nol beſt conjurations, you may put 
Y theſe intovetter words and tell them, 


h I, That the firſt law of friendſhip is, 
' they muſt neither ask of their friend what 
|. 15 Undecent ; nor grant it if themſelves be 
j askt. For it is no good office to make my 
r friend more vicious or more a fool ; I 
n will reſtrain his folly, but not nurſe it ; 1 
"i will not make my groom the officer of my 
PW luſt and vanity. There are Villains who 
ſell their ſouls for bread, that offer fin 
and yanity at a price : | ſhould be unwil- 
ting my friend ſhould know I am vicious ;, 
T but if he could be brought to miniſter to 

outs he is not worthy to be my friend : and 
O'Wif I could offer it to him, I do not deſerve 
to claſp hands with a vertuous perſon. 


2, Let no Man chufe him for his friend 
whom it ſhall be poſſible for him ever af- 
ter to hate, for though the ſociety may 
juſtly be interrupted, yet /ove is an Immor- 
tal thing, and I will never deſpiſe him 
whom I could once think worthy of my 
love. A friend that proves not good 1s 
rather to be ſuffered, than any enmities be 
Enter - 


— > OOD—————— w_ 
-———<— 


- Ps - — 
Ee... ee ee ee on RL IL I OE ROTO” 


| 


68 The Meaſures and 


-— a 2 00h 
Gn re En OO OOO "OTE SO ah oc Bo - # 
= — n 
. - : 
4 


entertained : and there are fomg outer of- 
fices of friendſhip and little drudgeries in 
which the leſs worthy are to be imployed, 
and it is better that he be below ſtairs than 
quite thrown out of doors. 


3. There are two things whicha friend 
can never pardon, a treacherous blow and 


| therevealing of a ſecret, becauſe theſe are 


againſt the Nature of friendſhip ; they are 
the adulteries of it, and diſſolve the Uni- 
on ; and in the matters of friendſhip which 
is the marriage of ſouls; theſe are the 
proper cauſes of divorce :- and therefore 
I ſhall add this only, that ſecrecy is the 
chaſtity of friendſhip, and the publication 
of it is a proſtitution and direct debauche- 
Ty, but a ſecret, treacherous wound 1s a 
perfect and unpardonable Apoſtaſie. I re- 
member a pretty apologue that Bromiard 
tells, A Fowler in a ſharp froſty morning 
having taken many little birds for which 


he had long watched, began to take up his 


Nets; and nipping the birds on the head 
taid them down. A young Thruſh efpying 
the tears trickling down his cheeks by rea- 
ton of the extreme cold, ſaid to her Mo- 
ther, that certainly the man was very - 
Cifu 
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ciful and compaſſionate that wept ſo bit- 
terly over the calamity of the poor Birds. 
But her mother told her more wiſely, that 
ſhe might better judge of the man's diſpo- 
ſition by his hand than by his eye ; and if 
the hands do ſtrike treacherouſly, he can 
never be admitted to friendſhip, who 
ſpeaks fairly and weeps pitifully. Friend- 
ſhip is the greateſt honeſty and ingenuity 

in the World, | 


4. Never accuſe thy friend, nor believe 
him that does; if thou doſt, thou haſt 
broken the skin;, but he that is angry 
with every little fault breaks the bones 
of friendſhip; and when we conſider that 
in ſociety and the accidents of every day, 
in which no man 1s conſtantly pleaſed or 
diſpleaſed with the ſame things ; we ſhall 
find reaſorrto impute the change unto our 
ſelves; and the emanations of the Sun are 
ſtill glor1ous, when our eyes are ſore : and 
we have no reaſon to be angry with an 
cternal light, becauſe we have a change- 
able and a mortal faculty. But however, 
do not think thou didſt contract alliance 
withan Angel, when thou didſt take thy 
friend into thy boſom; he may be weak 
as 
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as well as thou art, and thou mayeſt-need 
pardon as well as he, and 
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that man loves flattery more than friendſhip, 
who would not only have his friend, but all 
the contingencies of his friend. to humour 
him. 


5. Give thy friend counſel wiſely and 
charitably, but leave-him to his liberty 
whether he will follow thee or no : and be 
not angry if thy counſel be rejected : for, 
advice 1s no Empire, and he is not my 
friend that will be my Judge whether I 
will or no. MNeoptolemus had never been 
honoured with the victory and ſpoils of 
Troy if he had attended to the tears and WW 
counſel of Lycomedes, who being afraid to Mic 
venture the young man, fain would have 
had him 1leep at home ſafe in = —_— 

and, 
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land. He that gives advice to his friend 
and exatts obedience to it, does not the 


indneſs and ingenuity of a friend, but the 
pffice and pertneſs of a School-maſter. 


- 


6. Neyer be a Judge between thy 
riends in any matter where both ſet their 
earts upon the victory : If ſtrangers or 
nemies be litigants, what ever ſide thou 
avoureſt, thou getteſt a friend ; but when 
iends are the parties, thou loſeſt one. 


7. Never comport thy ſelfſo, as that 
y friend can be afraid of thee : for then 
e ſtate of the relation alters when a 
ww and troubleſome paſſion ſupervenes. 
DERUNT qus METUUNT. 
rfeft love caſteth out fear, and no man 
friend to a Tyrant ; but that friendſhip 
Tyranny where the love 1s changed into 
ar, equality into empire, ſociety into 
dedience ; for then all my kindneſs to him 
Wo will be no better than flattery. 


8. When you admoniſh your friend, 
it be without bitterneſs, when you 
ide him, let it be without reproach ; 
en you praiſe him, let it be with _ 
ny 
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thy purpoſes and for juſt cauſes, and in 
friendly meaſures; too much of that i; 
flattery, too little 1s envy ; if you do i 
juſtly, you teach him true meaſures : but 
when others praiſe him, rejoyce, though 
they praiſe not thee, and remember that 
if thou eſteemeſt his praiſe to be thy diſ- 
paragement, thou art envious, but neithe 
juſt nor kind. 
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9. When all things elſe are equal prefeW(i 
an old friend before a new. If thou meanWas 
eſt to ſpend thy friend, and make a gaiifhe 
of him till he be weary, thou wilt eſteenW: 
him as a beaſt of burden, the worſe for hiel 
age; But if thou eſteemeſt him by noblMeou 
meaſures, he will be better to thee by thiri 
being uſed to him, by trial and experience 
by reciprocation of indearments, and aff © 
habitual worthineſs. An old friend is lik £ 
old wine, which when a man hath drunkfh, , 
he doth not deſire new, becauſe he fait 
the old is better. But every old frien{as 
was new once; and if he be worthy, kee 
the new one t11l] he become old. 


10. After all this, treat thy friend no 


bly, love to be with him, do to him al 
: thi 
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il the worthineſſes of love and fair endear- 
Ml ment, according to thy capacity and his ; 
ll Bear with his infirmities till they approach 
ul towards being criminal ; but never dit- 
2b ſemble with him, never deſpiſe him, nc- 
nal ver leave him. * Give him gifts and up- 
11- braid him not, || and refuſe not his kind- 
nerf neflſes, and be ſure never to deſpiſe the 
ſmalneſs or the impropriety of then. 
Confir mat ur amor beneficio accepto: A gift 
(faith Solomon) faſteneth friendſhips; for 
asan eye that dwells long upon a ſtar mult 
be refreſhed with leſfler beauties and 
ſtrengthened with greens and looking- 
plaſles, leſt the ſight become amazed with 
oo great a ſplendor; ſo muſt the love of 
iriends ſometimes be refreſhed with mate- 


Extra fortunam eſt quicquid donatur amics ; 
Qua dederis ſolas ſomper babcbis opes. 
Mart.l. 5 ep.43. 
Et tamen boc vitium, ſed non leve, fit licet unum, 
uod colit ingratas pauper amicitias. 
Luis largitur opes veteri fidoque ſodali? 


| ep.19. 
Non belle quedam, faoiunt duo: ſufficit unus 
Huic oper : ſi vis ut loquar ipſe tace. 

rede mibi quamvis ingentia Poſthume dones, 
Authors pereunt garrulitate ſui. 


ep.J3. 
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rial and low Careſles, leſt by ſtriving to 
| be roo divine it become lef humane: It 
* _ muſt be allowed its ſhare of beth : It is 
 - * humanein giving pardon and fair conſtru- 
tion, and openneſs and ingenuity, and 
_ keeping ſecrets; It hath ſomething that is ] 
divine, becauſe It is beneficent ; but ach 
becaulce it is eternal. - 
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JLETTERS 
' More, To 
PERSONS 


Changed, and Tempted to a Change 


INTHEIR 


RELIGION 


> the ſame Author. 
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The I. LertTER, 
eA Copy of the firſt. Letter 


mwritten to 4 To 
newly ſeduced to the Church 


of Rome. 


MB. 


Was deſirous of .an opportunity i 
London to have diſcovriſed with you 
concerning ſomething of neareſt con- 
cernment'to you, but the multitude 
of my little affairs hindred me, and have 
brought upon you this trouble to read a 
long Letter, which yet I hope you will be 
more willing to do, becauſe it comes from 
one who hath a great reſpect to your per- 
ſon, and a very great charity to your ſoul : 
I muſt confeſs I was on your behalf trou- 
E 3 bled 
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bled when I heard you were fallen from 
the Communion of the Church of England, 
andentred into a voluntary, unneceffary 
Schiſm, and departure from the Laws of 
the King, and the Communion of thoſe 
with whom you have always lived in cha- 
rity, going againſt thofe Laws in the de- 
fence-and profeſſion of which your Hus- 
band died, going from the Religion in 
which you were Baptized, jn which for ſo 
many years, you lived piouſly and hoped 
for Heaven, andall this without 'any ſuf- 
ficient reafon,” without neceſſity or juſt 
fcandal miniftred to you ; and to aggra- 
vate all this,,you did itn a time when the 
Church of E7pland was perſecuted, when 
ſhe was marked with the Charaeriſms of 
her Lord, the marks: of the Croſs of Feſms, 
that is, when ſhe fuffered for a hoy: cauſe 
anda holy conſcience, when the Church 
of England was more glorious than at any 
time before; Even when ſhe could ſhew 
more Martyrs and Confeſſors than any 
Church this day in Chriſtendom, even 
then when a King died in the profeſſion 
of her Religion, and thouſands of Prieſts, 
learned and pious Men ſuffered the ſpoil- 
ing of their goods rather than they would 
forſake 
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forſake one Article of ſo excellent a Re- 
ligion z So that ſeriouſly it isnot eaſily to 
be imagined that any thing ſhould move 
you, unleſs ir be that which troubled the 
perverſe Jews, and the Heathen Greek, 
Scandalum erucss, the ſcandal of the Croſs; 
You ſtumbled at-that Rock of offence, 
You left us. becauſe we were afflicted, Ic{-- 
fened in outward circumſtances and wrap-- 
ped in a cloud ; but give me leave only 
to remind you. of that {ſad ſaying of the 
Scripture, that you may avoid the conſe- 

vent of it; They that fall on this ſtone 

alt be broken in pieces, but they on whom 
is ſhall fall ſhall be grinded to powder. 


And if we ſhould conſider things but pru- - © 


dently, it is a great argument that the ſons- 
of our Church are very conſcientious and 
juſt in their perſwaſions, when it is evi- 
dent, that we have no temporal end to 
ſerve,. nothing but the great end of. our 
fouls, all our hopes of preferment are- 
gone, all ſecular regards, only we: ſtill 
have truth on our ſides, and we are not” 
willing with the loſs of truthsto-change- 
from-a perſecuted to a proſperous Church, 
from a Reformed to a'Church that wilt nor 
be reformed ;. leſt we give ſcandal to good. 
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people that fufier for a holy conſcience, 
and weaken the hands. of the afflicted; of 
which if you had been more careful, you 
would have remained much more inno- 
CCnt; 


But I pray, give me leave to confider 

for you, becauſe you in your change Con- 
{idered ſo little for your felf, what fault, 
what falſe doctrine, what wicked and dan- 
gcrous propoſition,. what defect,. what 
amiſs did you find in. the Doctrine: and 
Eiturgy and Diſcipline of the Churctr of 
England ? | 


Eer its doftrine, It is certain it profeſ- | 


ſes the belief of all that is written. in the 
Old and New Teſtament, all that which-is 
jn.the three Creeds, the Apoſtolical, the 
Nicene, and that of Athanaſire, and 
whatſoever was decreed inthe four Gene- 
ral Councils, or in any other truly ſuch, 
2nd whatſoever was condemned in theſe, 
our Church hath legally declared it to be 
Hereſie. And upon theſe accounts above 
four whole ages of the Church went to 
H aven ; they baptized all their Catechu- 
mens into this-faich, their hopes of Hea- 
vel 
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vel! was upon this and a good- life, their 
Saints and Martyrs Tived and died in this - 
alone, they denied Communion to none 
that profeſſed this faith; This is the Ca- 
tholick faith, fo ſaith the Creed of Arba-- 
naſin'; andunleſs a company of. Men have 
power to zlter the faith of God, whofo- 
ever live and die in this faith, are intire- 
ly Catholick, and Chriſtian. So that the 
Church + of England hath the fame faith 
it | without diſpute that the Church' had 'for 
d £ 409+ or'500. Years, .and therefore there 
of | conld be nothing wanting here to ſaving 
faith, .if we live according to our belief. 


cf 2- For the Liturgy of th: Charch of 
ne | E-giand, 1 ſhall not need to ſay much, be- 
+, (cauſe the caſe will be very evident : -Fip!t; 
he | Becauſe the diſputers of the Church” of 
qd | ome, have not been very forward to ob- 
ject 'any thing * againſt. it,” they *cannot 
h, |<barge it wich any eyil: 2. Becauſe for. 
all the time of Kirig Edw. 6. and till the 
> Icleventh year 'of Queen Elizaberh,” your 
people came to onr Churches and prayed : 
with us, till the Bull of Piz# Quinte came .. 
ont upon temporal regards, and made a 
2. (*chiſm .by forbidding the Queens Subjects + 
E 5 [Q«3 


-, 8&2 _ Thefiff Letter 
” to pray as by Law was here appointed 
{5a the prayers were good 4h y 
as themfelves did believe. That 'Bull en- 
joyned Recuſancy, .and made that which 
was-an act of Rebellion,and Diſobedience, 
and Schiſm, to be the charatter of your 
Roman Catholicks. And after this, what 
can be ſuppofed wanting in order to ſalva- 
tion? We have the Word of God, the 
Faith of the Apoſtles, the Creeds. of the y 
Primitive Church, the AS the fourſÞ;e 
F firſt general Councils, a holy Liturgy, exÞ£ 7: 
_ cellent Prayers, perfect Sacraments, Faith 
and Repentance,ths Ten Commandments 
and the Sermons of Chriſt, and all the preFye 
cepts.and counſels of the Goſpel ; Wſpi 
teach the neceſſity of good works, ante 
require and ſtrictly exact the ſeverity of Im; 
holy life; We live in obedience to Gody of 
and are ready to die for him, and do ſafe] 
when he requires us ſo todo; We ſpealar 
bonourably of his moſt holy Name, wggg 
worſhip him at the mention of his Name þ 
we confeſs his Attributes, we love his SerYinc 
vants, we pray for all Men, we love al] c 
Chriſtians, even our moſt erring BrethrenJaqd 
we confeſs our ſins. to God and to ouffde 
Brethren whom.we have aftended, __ - en 
Q 


God's Miniſters in caſes of Scandal, or of. 
2 troubled Conſcience. We communicate. 
often, we arg enjoyned to receive the holy, 
Sacrament thrice every Year at leaſt 5; Our. 
Prieſts abſolve' the penitent, our Biſhops - 
ordain Prieſts, and confirm baptized per- - 
ſons, and bleſs their people and intexcede - 
for them ; and what could here-be want-- 
ing to Salvation ?. what neceſſity forced 
you from-us.? 1 dare not ſuſpect .it was a 
temporal regard that drew you-away, but 
Tam ſure it could be no. ſpiritual. 


Bnt now that I have told you; and made: 
you to conſider from. whence you- went, , 
F give me leave to repreſent to..you, - and 
Y tell you--whither you- are gone, that you- 
S may underſtand the natureand conditions 
our change ; For do. not think your: 
ſafe, becauſe they tell you-.that - you: 
FBarg come to the Church; You are indeed: 
zone from one Church to another, from + 
a better to a worſe, as will appear-in the- 
induQtion:; the particulars of which before-: 
I reckon, give me leave to give you-this- 
advicez If you mean in this affair to-un- 
derſtand whar you-do  .it were better you 
Fenquired what your Religion is; than what : 
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-  - . your Churchis ; for that which-is a true 


Religion -to day, will be ſo to morrow 
and: for ever; :but' that which is: a+ holy 


” - Chucch'to day, may be heretical-at the 
nextchange, or may. betray tier traft, or 


obtrude new Articles in contradiction to 
the old, or by new interpretations- may 


- .. elude ancient truths, or may<change your 


Creed, or may pretend fo be-the Spouſe 
of Chriſt: when ſhe is idolatrousz-that- 18, 
adulterous to God :- Your Religion that 
which you muſt, and therefore may -com- 
petently underſtand ; You muſt live 1n 1t; 
and grow 1n it, and govern all the actions 
of your life by it ; and in all queſtions con- 
cerning the Church, you -are to chuſe 
your. Church by the Religion, andthere. 
fore this ought: firſt and Jaſt to. be enqui- 
red-afrer. Whether the Roman Church 
be the Catholick Church, muſt depend 
upon ſo many uncertain enquiries, Is offer- 
ed tobe proved by ſo long, ſs tedious 2 
method, hath in-itſo many intrigues and 
Labyrinths of Queſtion, and is {like a 
long line )) ſo impoſſible to be perfectly 
ſtraight, andto have no declination -1n K 
when it is held by ſuch a hand as yours, 
that unleſs it be by material-enquiries yo 
gil 
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the-Articles of the Religion, you. can ne= 
yer hope to have juſt grounds. of.confi= 

dence. In the mean time you"can conſider 
this; if the Roman Church were the Ca- 
tholick, that is, -{d as to exclude all that 
arenot of her communion, then the Greek 
Churches had as' good turn Turks as re- 
main damned Chriſtians, and all that_are 
inthe communiorr' of all the other Patri- 
archal Churches. in*Chriſtendom, muſt alſo 
periſh like Heathens, which thing before 
any Man can believe, he muſt have put off 
altreafon, and all. modeſty, and all cha- 
rity.; And who can with any probability 
thinkthat the Communion of Saints in the 
Creed is nothing but the Communion of 
Roman Subjetts, andthe. Article of the Ca- 
tholick Church was. made up to diſpark 
the incloſtures of Fernſalem, but: to turn 
them into the pale of Rome, and the 
Church is as limited as ever it was, -ſave 
only that: the Synagogue is tranſlated to 
Rome, which I think you will eafily be-- 
lieve was a Propoſition-the Apoſtles. un- 
derſtood not. But thongh it be hard to 
truft to it, it is alſo ſo hard to prove it, 
that you ſhall never be able to underſtand 
the meaſures of that queſtion, and _ 
ore 
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fore ou ſalvation can never depend upor 
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Article that is-not by us cognoſcible, or 


itends to have us conduted by that which 


- wecannot underſtand ;- and when.you ſhall 


* _ know that Learned men,.even of- the Ro- 
| man patty. are. not agreed concerning the 


Catholick Church thar is infallibly to guide 
you, ſome ſaying that. it is the virtual 
Church, that is, the Pope ;. ſome, that it 
| Is: the repreſentative. Church, that is, a 
Council ;- Some, that- it. is-the-Pope and 
the Council; the vircual Church and the 
repreſentative Church - together ; Some 
that neither of theſe, rior both together 
are infallible; but only, the eſſential 
Church, or the diffuſive Church is- the 
Catholick, from whom we muſt at- no 
hand diſſent ; you will quickly find your 
ſelf in a wood, and uncertain whether you 
have more than a word in- exchange for 
your ſoul, when you are told you. are in 
the Catholick Church. But I will tell you 
what you-may underſtand,and ſee and feel, 
ſomething that your ſelf can tell whether 
Iſfay true or no concerning It. . You are 
now 


.. Forno good or. wiſe perſon can be- 
lieve that God hath tied our Salyation to, 
impoſſible meaſures, or bound us; to an 
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pow -gone'to-a Church that proteRts-it ſelf 
Hf by arts of ſubtilty and arms, by violence + 
}M and perfecuting all that are nat of. their 
1 minds,. to a Church in which you-are'to 
r= be a Subject of the King ſo longas it plea» 
1. fes the Pope : In which you may be abſfol- 
|} ved from your Vows made to God, your 
-K Oaths to the King, your Promifes to Men, 
e | your _ to your Parents in ſome caſes: 
ef A Church in which Men pray to God, and 
1} to 'Saints in the fame Form of. words in. 
tf which they pray to God, as. you may ſee 
a} in the Offices of Saints, and particularly 
dl of our Lady : a Church in which: Men are 
© taught by moſt of the principal Leaders 
el to worſhip Images with the ſame. worſhip 
x with which they worſhip God and. Chriſt, 
21 or him or her whoſe Image it is, and in 
el which they uſually picture -God: the Fa- 
0M ther, and the holy Trinity, to the great 
ir diſhonour of-that ſacred myſtery, againſt 
ul the doctrine and practice of- the Primi-- 
> tive Church, againſt the expreſs. doctrine 
in of Scripture, againſt the honour of: a Di=- 
i} vine Attribute; I mean, the immenſity and 
1.8 ſpirituality of the Divine Nature, You: 
erſſſ are gone to a Church that pretends to be 
rey lnfallible, and yet. is- infinitely deceived 
"WW in. 


= In- many particulars, and yet'endures no 
-. contradiCtion, and is impatient her 'chil- 
dren' ſhould enquire into any thing her 
* Priefts obrrude. You are gone from re- 
ceivingithe whole Sacrament-to receive it 
buthalf; from Chriſt's Iaſtitationto a hu- 
mane invention, from Scripture to uncer-/ 
tain Traditions, and from ancient Tradi-B 
tions to new pretences,from prayers which" 
underſtood, to prayers which -ye-under- 
ſtand nort,;.from confidence in: God to re- 
ly upon creatures, from intire dependence 
upon inward acts - to a dangerous tempta-Ff 
tion of reſting too much in outward mini- 
ſeries, in*the external work of Sacraments 
and of Sacramentals :* You-are gone from 
a Church: whoſe worſhipping is ſimple; 
Chriftian: and Apoſtolical, to a Church 
where Mens conſtiences are loaden with 
a. burden of Ceremonies greater than that 
in the days of the Jewiſh Religion ( for 
the Ceremonial of the Church of - Rome is 
a.great Book in Folio ) greater I ſay than 
all the Ceremonies of-the Fews -contained 
in Leviticus, &c. You are gone from a 
Church where you were exhorted to read 
the Word of God, the holy Scriptures 
from whence you found inftruRtipn, inſti- 
tution, 
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to 4 Perſon ſeduedgec., OY - 
tution; comfort, reproof, a treaſure of all - 
excellencies, - to a Church that ſeals up that * 
fountain from you, and gives you drink 
by drops out of fuch Ciſterns as-they firſt 
make, and then ſtain, and then reach out : 
and-if it be told yow that ſome Men abuſe 
Scripture, it is true, for if your Prieſts 
had not abuſed Scripture, they could not. 
ws have abuſed you, but there -is no ne-- 
eſlity they ſhould, and you need not, un-- 
eſs you liſt ;: any more than you need to- 
abuſe the Sacraments or” decrees of the 
hurch, or the meſſages: of. your friend. 
vr the Letters you rece1ve;. or the Laws of- 
he Eand, all which are liable to be abu- 
ed by. evil perfons, but not by goed peo- 
le and modeſt underſtandings. It is now 
come a part of your Religion to be ig- 
iorant, to walk in blindneſs,' to belieye 
he Mar that hears- your Confeſſions, to 
ear none but him, not tohear God ſpeak- 
ng but by him, and fo you are hable to 
& abuſed by him, as he your without 
emedy. You are gone from us, where 
ou were only taught to worſhip God: 14 
rough Jeſus Chriſt, and now yoy are” i? 
Fa awght to worſhip Saints and Angels with lf 
worſhip at leaſt dangerous, and in ſome "14 

| things- | 
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| ilgs, proper to God; for your Chure 
worthips the Virgin ary with burning 

incenſe and candles to her. and you give 
her prefents, which by the conſent ot al 
Nations ufed to be eſteemed a worſhip pe-ii 
culiar to God.,. and. it is the fame thin 
which was condemned for Herefie in the 
Collyridians, who offered a Cake to t 
Virgin Mary; A Candle. and a CakeWn; 
make no ce in the worſhip, and 
your joyning God and the Saints in yout 
worſhip and devotions, is like the device 
of them that fought for King and. Parliz 
ment;- the latter deſtroys the former, 
will trouble you with no more particula 


becauſe if theſe move you not to conſide 
better, nothing can. 


But yet I have two things more to adWFh! 
of another nature, one of which at lealai 
may prevail upon you, whom I ſuppol 
to have- a tender. anda. religious. Conf 
ence. 


The firſt is, That all-the points: of difFri 
ference between \us and' your Church 2 
ſucfAs doevidently ſerve the ends-of Cc 


vetouſneſs and. ambition, of power " 
riche 
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' * 10.4 Perſon feduced & 
ciKriches; and ſo ſtand vehemently ſuſpeted 
refflof deſign, and art, rather than truthof 
vel@he Article and deſigns upon Heaven. I 
lWnaſtance in the ey power over Princes 

and all the World ; his power of difpen- 


gation, The exemption of the Clergy from 
urifdiction of Princes, The Doctrine of 
upd ama Indulgences which was once 
"a 


nade means to raiſe a portion for a Lady, 

ie Neece of Pope Leo the Tenth ; The 

Tieſts power advanced beyond authority 

ff any warrant from Scripture, adoctrine 

pt. to bring abfolute obedience to the Pa- 
acy-z but becaufe this is poſſibly too nice 
or you to ſuſpect or conſider, that whiclt 

am ſure ought to move you is this. - 


Fhat you are gone to a Religion im 
Which though through God's grace pre= 
Wailing over the follies.of men, there are 
A hope, and charitably fuppoſe many pi-. 
FYus Men that love God, and live good: 

ves, yet there are very many doQrines. 

zught by your Men, which are very 1ll 
riends. to 2 good life I inſtance in your 
argdulgences and pardons, in which vit- 
Cofus men put a great confidence, and rely 
anFreatly upon them. The doctrine of Pur- 
he gatary 
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gs PaHper to God; for your Church 
| worſhips the Virgin Mary with burning 
mcenſe and candles to her, and you give Il ti 
her prefents, which by the conſent ot all F ir 
Nations ufed to be eſteemed a worſhip pe- I] at 
culiar to God,. and-it is the fame thing fa 
which was condemned for Herefie in the I ju 
Collyridians, who offered a Cake to the NP: 
Virgin Afary; A Candle. and a Cake Ym 
make no difference in the worſhip. andFth 
your joyning God and the Saints in your Pi 
worſhip and devotions, is like the device of 
of them that fought for King and. Parlia- Yap 
ment; the latter deſtroys the former,. 1 pa 
will trouble you with no more particulars, to 
becauſe if theſe move you not to conſider la 
' better, nothing can. | 


But yet I have two things more to ad{w} 
of another nature, one of which at leaſt Nvai 
may prevail upon you, whom I ſuppoſe Fl h 
to have a render and-a. religious. Conſci- = 
ENCe.. iv 


 Fhefirſt is, That all-the points of dif-Ffri 
ference between us and' your Church are inc 
ſuctAs do evidently ſerve the ends-of Co- ſous 
vetouſneſs and. ambition, of power and gre 
riches, 
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riches, and ſo ſtand vehemently ſuſpe&ted 
of defign, and art, rather than truth"of 
the-Article and deſigns upon Heaven.' I 
inſtance in the Pope*s power over Princes 
and all the World ; his power of difpen- 
fation, The exemption of the Clergy from 
jurifdiction of Princes, The Doctrine of 
21k pede Indulgences which was once 
made means to raiſe a portion for a Lady, 
the Neece of Pope Leo the Fenth ; The 
Prieſts power advanced beyond authority 
of any warrant from Scripture, adoctrine 
apt. to bring abfolute obedience to the Pa- 
cy; but 

or you to ſuſpect or conſider, that whiclt 
Lam ſure ought to move you is this, © - - 


Fhat you are gone to a Religion ith 
which though through God's grace pre= 
railing over the follies.of men, there are 
| hope, and charitably fuppoſe many pi- 
ous Men that love God, and live good: 
lives, yet there are very many doQrines. 
taught by your Men, which are very ll 
Friends: to a good life I inſtance jn- your. 
mdulgences and pardons, in which viti- 
ous men put. a great confidence, and rely 
greatly upon them. The doctrine of Puz- 
gatary 


n - tht: 5. 
* _—_—- 7 27 $ 7 #3 'F: Py oy _ ' 
2 - b4 «46447 4 ” q . " 4 WW 1 - G = we. + £4 F*LE 4 T + 
4 4 os We LY &'s C - f,0 0 : wy r of _ 
. ov A þ. = ws. #-% > _ _ FLY " : "z 4% EAT No | k 
. FS - - —_ : by 
o ” - tf Map 5 .” 5 
o | * - My - . 
10.4 on NC. or 
= 


Wy 


ecaufe this is poſlibly too nice- 
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-—-patory which gives countenance to a ſort 
of Chriſtians who live: half to God and 
” * half tothe World, and for them this do- 
# Etrine bath foyndout a way that they may 
”, FPoto Hell and to Heayen tov. The Do-(f 
3 Etrine that the Prieſts abſolution can turn: 
atrifling repentance into a perfect and a 
good; and that ſuddenly too, and at any": 
time, even on our Death-bed, or the mi-F” 
nute before your death, is a dangerousÞ* 
heap of falſhoods, and gives licence to 
wicked people, and teaches men” to re: 
concile a wicked debauched life, with the 
hopes of Heaven. *And then for penan- 
ees and temporal fatisfaftion, which might 
feem to be as a plank after the ſhipwraci 
of the duty of Repentance, to keep men 
in awe, and to: preſerve them from ſink- 
Ing in an Ocean of Impiety, it comes to": 
juſt nothing by your doCctrine ; for there 
are ſo many eaſie ways of-Indulgences and 
tting Pardons, ſo many con-fraternities, 
tations, priviledg*d Altars, little Offices, 
Agnw  Dei's, amulets, hallowed 'devices; | * 
ſwords, roſes, hats, Church-yards, and 
the fountain of theſe 2nnexed indulgences 
the Pope himſelf, and his power of grant- 
ing, what, and when, and to whom he ow | 
that 
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194 Perſon felucedglec. iy 
that he is a very unfortunate- may} that __-7 
needs tor ſmart with. penances; and after > 
all, he may chuſe to ſuffer any atall,' for. * * 
ie may pay them in Purgatory it he pleaſes 
*Fand he may come out of Purgatory .upon 
" reaſonable terms, in caſe he ſhould think 
Fit fir to go thither ; ſo that all the whole 
luty of Repentance ſcems to be deſtroyed 
jith devices of Men that ſeek power and 
22in, and find error and folly ; infomuch 

at if I had -a mind to live an evil Life, 
ind yet hope for Heaven at laſt, 1 would 
de of your religion above any in the 
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5k But I forget Iam writing a Letter : I 


hall therefore deſire you to conſider upon 
Uk- e premiſes, which 1s the ſafer way. For 
 tolfrely it 1s lawful for a Man to ſerve God 

reFuthout Images; but that to worſhip I- 
andÞ-2geS is lawful, is not ſo ſure, It is law- 
ies}! 0 pray to God alone, to confeſs him 
oe, 0 be true, and every Man -a liar, to call 
-cs.02 man Maſter upon Earth, but to rely up- 
and> God teaching us; But It is at leaſt 
\ces$!gely diſputable and not at all certain 
\nt-0'at any Man, or ſociety of Men can- be 
iſt;F allible, that we may put our truſt in 
that [ Saints, 
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Saints, 1n certain extraordinary Images, or 
burn Incenſe and offer conſumptive oblati- 
' onstothe Virgin Mary, or make yows to 
perſons, of whoſe ſtate, or place, or ca- 
pacities, or condition we have no certain 
revelation: we are ſure we do well when 
in the holy Communion we worſhip God 
and Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, but they 
who alſo worſhip what ſeems to be bread, 
are put to ſtrange ſhifts to make themſelyes 
believe it to be lawful. It is certainly gr: 
lawful to believe what we ſee and feel; nt 
but it is an unnatural thing upon pretenceÞÞul 
of faith to disbelieve our eyes, when our: 
ſenſe & our faith can better be reconciled, 
as it jsin the queſtion of the Real preſence, 
as it is taught by the Church of Exgland. 
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So that unleſs you mean to prefer a dan-Fon 
ger before ſafety, temptation to unhol+ 
neſs before a ſevere and a holy religion, 
unleſs you mean to loſe rhe benefit of your 
prayers by praying what you perceive 
not, and the benefit of the Sacrament in 
great degrees by falling from Chriſt*s inſti- 
tution, and taking half inſtead of all ;z un- 
leſs yon deſire to provoke God to jealou- £6: 
fie by Images, and Man te jealouſie inf 


pro- 
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'- f0 4 Perſon ſeduced, 8c. 95 
profeſſing a Religion in which you may in 
i. | many caſes have leave to forfeit your faith 
ofland lawful truſt, unleſs you will ſtill con- 
2-tinue to give ſcandal to thoſe good people 
in with whom you have lived in a common 
Religion, and weaken the hearts of Gods 
afMicted ones, unleſs you will chuſe a Cate- 
chiſm without the ſecond Commandment, 
ind a Faith that grows bigger or lefs as 
nen pleaſe, and a Hope that in many de- 
orees relyes on men and yain confidenc 
and a Charity that damns all the World 
hut your ſelves z unleſs you will do all this, 
jat is, ſuffer an abuſe in your Prayers, 
1 the Sacrament, in the Commandments, 
n Faith, in Hope, in Charity, in the 
ommunion of Saints, and your duty to 
your Supreme, you muſt return to the bo- 
om of your Mother the Church of Exg- 
d from whence you have fallen, rather 
eakly than maliciouſly, andI doubt not 
zur ot you will find the Comfort of it all 
:veour Life, and inthe Day of your Death, 

in$nd in the Day of Judgment. If you will 
ti- (ot, yet I have freed mine own ſoul, and 
1n- Þone an a&t of Duty and Charity, which at 
1u- Yeaſt you are bound to take kindly if you 

in Fill not entertain. it obediently. 


ng 


Now 
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06 The firſt Letter 


| Now let' me add this, that although 

moſt of theſe objeftions are ſuch things 
which are the open and avowed doctrines 
or practices of your Church, and need not 
to be proved as being either notorious or 
confeſſed; yet if any of your Guides 
ſhall ſeem to queſtion any thing of it, [ 
will-bind my ſelf to verifie it to a-tittle, 
and in that too which 1 intend them, that 
is, fo.as to be an objection obliging you 
to'return, under the pain of folly or he- 
reſie, or diſobedience, according to the 
ſubje&t matter. And though I have pro- 
pounded theſe things now to your confi- 
deration, yet if it be deſired 1 ſhall repre- 
ſent them to your eye, ſo that even your 
ſelf ſhall be able to give ſentence in the 
behalf of truth. In the mean time give 
me leave to tell you of how much folly 
you are guilty in being moved by fuch 
mock-arguments as your men uſe when 
they meet with women and tender confci- 
ences and weaker underſtandings. 


The firſt 1s; where was your Church 
before Luther? Now if you had called 
upon them-to ſpeak ſomething againſt 

| your 
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to a Perſorſeduced, &c. 97 a 
your religion from Scripture, or right 
reaſon, or Univerſal Tradition, you bad 
been ſecure as a Tortoiſe 1n her ſhell; a 
Cart preſſed with ſheaves could not have 
oppreſſed your cauſe or perſon, though 
you had confeſſed you underſtood nothing 
of the myſteries of ſucceſſion -doCtrinal 
or perſonal. For if we can make it ap- 
pear that our religion was that which 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught, let the 
truth ſuffer what eclipſes or prejudices 
can be ſuppoſed, ler ir be hid like the 
holy fire in the captivity, yet what Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles taught us is eternally 
true, and ſhall by ſome means or other 
be conveyed to us; even the enemies of 
truth have been conſervators of thar 
truth by which we can confute their er- 
rors. But if you ſtill ask where it was 
before Luther ? I anſwer it was there 
where it was after; even in the Scriptures 
of the Old and New Teſtament ; and I, 
know no warrant for any other religion ; 
and if you will expect 1 ſhonld ſhew any 
ſociety of Men who profeſſed all the do- 
trines which are now expreſſed in the 
confeſſion of the Church of England, 1 
ſhall cell you it is unreaſonable; becauſe 

F ſome 
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ſome of our truths are now brought into 


our publick confeſſions that 'they - might 
be oppcs'd againſt your errors; before 
| theoccaſion of which there was 'no need 
of any-luch confeſſions, till you made ma- 
ny things neceſſary to be profeſſed, which 
are not lawful to be believed. For if we 
believe your ſuperinduc®d follies, we ſhall 
do unreaſonably.unconſcionably,and wick- 
edly ; but the queſtions themſelves are fo 
uſeleſs abſtraCting fromthe accidental ne- 
ceſſity which your follies have brought 
upon vs, that it had been happy if we had 
never heard of them more than the Saints 
and' Martyrs. did in the firſt ages of the 
Church ; but becauſe your Clergy have 
invaded the liberty of the Church, and 
multiplied the dangers of damnation, and 
pretend new neceſſities, and have intro- 
duc*d new articles, and affright the ſimple 
upon new pretenſions, and light the yery 
inſtitution and the Commands of Chriſt 
and of the Apoſtles, and invent new Sa- 
cramentals. conſtituting Ceremonies. of 
their own head, and promiſe grace along 
with the uſe of them, as if they were not 
Miniſters but Lords of the Spirit, and 
teach for doctrines the commandments of 
men 


fo a Perſon ſeduced, &c. 099. 
men, and make void the Commandment of 
God by their tradition, and.have..made a 
ſtrange body of Divinity ; therefore ir is 
neceflary that we ſhould 1nimure our Faith 
by the refuſal of ſuch vain.and ſuperſtit _ 
ous Ureams » but our faith was completed 
at firſt, it is-no other than that which was 
delivered to the Saints, and can be no 
more for ever. 


So that it is a fooliſh demand to require - 
that we ſhould ſhew before Luther a ſy- 
ſteme of Articles declaring our ſenſe in 
theſe queſtions : It was long before they 
were queſtions at all; and when they were 
made queſtions, they remained ſo, along 
time; and when by their ſeveral pieces 
they were determined, this part of the 
Church was oppreſſed with a violent po- 
wer; and when God gave opportunity, 
then the yoke was broken ; and this is the 
whole progreſs of this affair. But if you 
will ſtill inſiſt upon it, then let the matter 
be put into equal ballances, and let them 
ſhew any Church whoſe Confeſſion of Faith 
was ſuch as was obtruded upon you at 
Trent: And if your Religion be Ps 
Quartus his Creed at Trent, then we 

F 2 alſo 
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alſo have a queſtion to ask, and that is 


Where was your Religion before Trent ? 


The Council of Trezt determined that 
the ſouls departed before the Day of Judg- 
ment enjoy the Beatifical Viſion. Ir is 
certain this Article could not be ſhewn in 
the Confeſſion of any of the ancient Chur- 
ches ; for moſt of the Fathers were of a- 
nother opinion. But that which is the 
greateſt offence of Chriſtendom is not on- 
ly that theſe doctrines which we ſay arc 
falſe were yet affirmed, but that thoſe 
things which the Church: of God did al- 
ways reject, or held as uncertain, ſhould 
be made Articles of Faith, and ſo become 
parts of your religion ; and of theſe it is 
that I again ask the queſtion which none 
of your ſide ſhall ever be able to anſwer 
for you ; Where was your Religion be- 
fore Trent ? I could inſtance in many par- 
ticulars; but I ſhall name one to you, 
which becauſe the thing of it {elf is of no 
great conſequence, it will appear the more 
unreaſonable and intolerable that your 
Church ſhould adopt it into the things of 
neceſſary belief, eſpecially ſince it was on- 


- ly a matter of fact, and they took the 
: falſe 
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falſe part too. For in the 21. Seſ. Chap. | 
4. it is affirmed, T hat although the holy Fa- 
thers did give the Sacrament of the Eucha- 
riſt to Infants, yet they did it without an 
neceſſity of ſalvation; that is, they did yor 
believe it neceſſary to. their ſalvation, 
which is notoriouſly falſe, and the contra- 
ry is marked out with the black-lead of 
every man almoſt that reads their Works ; 
and yet your Council ſays this is fine con- 
troverſia credendum ; to be believed with- 
out- ait controverſie : *and all Chriſtians 
forbidden to believe or teach otherwiſe. 
$0 thar here it is made an Article of Faith 
amongſt you, that a man ſhall neither be- 
lieve his reaſon nor his eyes: and who 
can ſhew any confeſſion of Faith in which 
all the Trent doctrine was profeſſed aud 
enjoyned under pain of damna- 
tion ? and before the Council = 
of Conſtance, the Doctrine cn, 12. 
touching the Popes power was | 
ſo new, ſo decried, that as Gerſon ſays, he 
hardly ſhould have eſcaped the note of He- 
reſie that would have ſaid ſo much as was 
there defined: ſo that in that Article 
which now makes a great. part of your be- 


licf, where was your Religion hefore tHe 
F % Council 
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| Council of Conftance:? and it is notorious 
that your Council of Conſtance determined 
the'dactrine of the half communion with 
a Non obſtante to Chriſt's inſtitution, that 
is, with a. defiance to it, or a noted, ob- 
. ſerved neglect of it,. and witha profeſſion 
it was otherwiſe in the Primitive Church, 
Where 'then was your Religion: before 
 Fobhn Hus and Hierom of Prague's: time, 
againſt whom that Council was convened ? 
But by this inſtance it appears moſt cer- 
tainly that your Church cannot ſhew her 
confeſſions immediately after Chrzſt, -and 
therefore if we could not ſhew ours im- 
 mediately before Luther, it were not half 
ſo much; : for ſince yon receded from 
Chriſt's DoCtrine we might well recede 
from yours; and it mafters not who or 
how many or how long they profeſſed 
your doctrine, if neither Chrift nor his 
Apoſtles did teach it: fo that-if theſe Ar- 
ticles conſtitute your Church, your Church 
was inviſible at the firſt, and if ours was 
inviſible afterwards, 1t matters not ; For 
yours was inviſible in the days of light, and 
ours was inviſible in the days of darknef, 
For our Church was always vyible in the 
reflections of Scripture, and he that = 
| | is 
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his eyes of faith. and reaſon. might eafly © 
have feen- theſe truths all the way which 
h £ conſtitute our Church. But I add yet far- 
it El ther, that our Church before Luther was. 
)- | there where your Church was, in the ſame 
n | placeand in the ſame perſons ; for divers 
1, | of the errors. which have been-amoneſt us. 
e | reformed, were not the conſtituent Ar- 
e, | ticles of- your Church before _Luther?s 
? I time ;- for before the laſt Councils of your 
'- | Church a man might have been of your 
r | Communion upon eaſier terms ; and Indul- 
d IF gences were indeed a prattice, but no Ar- 
- El ticle of Faith before your men made it fo, 
If WU and that very lately, and ſo were many 
n i other things beſides. So that although 
ce | your men cozen the credulous and the 
r Ef ſimple by calling yours The old Relegion, 
df yet the difference is vaſt between Truth 
Is and their affirmative, 'even as much as be- 
-  tweenold Errors and new Articles. For 
h I although Ignorance and Superſtition had 
$I prepared the ore, yet the Councils of Cons 
7 fanceand Baſel, and Trent eſpecially, were* 

the forges and the mint. 


vile and violent arts of the World ſtopped: 


a 

( 6 

- Laſtly, if your men had not by all the: 
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the mouths of diſſenters, the queſtion 
would quickly have been anſwered, .or our 
Articles would have, been ſo confeſſed, fo 
owned and ſo publick, that the-queſtion 
could never have been asked ; but im de- 
fpice of all oppoſition, there were great 
numbers of profeſſors who did proteſt 
ard profeſs and praftiſe our doctrines 
contrary to your Articles ; as it is demon- 
ſtrated by the Divines of Germany in Ily- 
ricus his Catalogs teſtium weritatss, and 
in Biſhop ortons appeal. 
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But with your next objection you are 
better pleaſed, and your Men make moſt 
noiſewith it. For you pretend that by 

- our confeſſion ſalvation may: be had in 
your Church ; but your men deny it to 
us; and therefore by the confeſſion of 
bo h ſides you may be ſafe, and there is 
n2 queſtion concerning you; but of us 
T 1ere 15 great queſtion, for none but our 
EF lyes ſay that we can be ſaved. 
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I anſwer, 1. That falvation may be had 
in your Church, 1s It ever the truer be- 
cauſe we fay it? If it be not, it can add 
no confidence to.you, for the propoſition 
gets. 
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gets no ſtrength by your affirmative. Bur L 
if it be, then our authority is good orelfe 
our .reaſon.; and if-either be, then. we 
have more reaſon to be believed ſpeaking, 
of our ſelves; becauſe we are.concerned 
to ſee that our ſelves may be in a ſtate of 
hope ; and therefore we would not ven- 
ture on this ſide if we had not greater rea- 
ſon to belicye well of our ſelves than of 
you. And therefore believe us when it .is 
more likely that we have greater reafon, 
becauſe we have greater concernments,and 
therefore greater conſiderations. | 


2. As much charity as your Men pre- 
tend us to ſpeak of you, yet'it Is a clear 
caſe our hope of your ſalvation is ſo little 
that we dare not venture our felyes on 
your fide. The Burger of Oldwater be» 
Ing to paſs 2 River in his Journey to Da» 
ventry, bad his Man try the Ford; telling 
him he hoped he ſhould not be drowned, 
for though he was afraid the River was 
too deep, yet he thought his Horſe would 
carry him onr, or at keaſt, the Boats would 
fetch him off. Such a confidence we may 
have of you, but you will find that but 
little warranty, if you remember-how 


of grcat 


”  grtat an intereſt it is that you venture. 


3." It would be remembred that though 
the beſt ground of your hope is not the 
goodneſs of your own faith, but the great- 
neſs of our charity; yet we that charita- 
bly hope well of you, have a fulneſs of 
aſſurance of the truth and certainty of our 
own way ; and however you can pleaſe 
your ſelves with Images of things as ha- 
ving no firm footing for your tritling con- 
fidence, yet you can never with yourtricks 
out-face us of juſt and firm adherencies ; 
and if you were not empty of ſupports, 
and greedy of bulruſhes, ſnatching at any 
thing to ſupport your ſinking cauſe, you 
would with fear and trembling conſider 
the direct dangers which we demonſtrate 
to youto be in- your religion rather than 
flatter your ſelves with collateral, weak, 
. and deceitful hopes of accidental poſlibili- 
ties, that ſome of you nuay eſcape. 


4. If we be more charitable to you than 
you are to us, acknowledge in us the beau- 
ty and eſſential form of Chriſtian Reli- 
Sion; be ſure you love as well as make 
uſe of our charity ; but if you make our 
charity 
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charity an argument againſt us, Temember: _'. 


that you render us eyil in exchange for 
good. ; and let it be. no brag, to you that 
you have not that charity to us; for there= 
fore the Donatiſts were condemned for 
Hereticks and- Schiſmaticks- becauſe they 
damn'd all the World, and afforded no 
charity to any that was.not of their Com- 
munion. 


5. But that our charity may be ſuch in- 
deed, that 1s, that it may do-you a real 
benefit, and not turn into Wormwood and. 
Colloquintida, I pray take notice in what 
ſenſe 1t is that we allow ſalvation may poſ= 
fibly be had in your Church. We war-- 
rant it not to: any, we only hope it for 
ſome, we allow it to them as. to: the Sad+ 
dicees in the Law, and to the Corinthians: 
inthe Goſpel who denicd the reſurreCti-- 
on ;. that is, till they were ſufficiently in- 
ſtructed, and-competently convinced, and: 
had time and: powers to out-wear their: 
prejudices and the impreſſes. of their edu-- 
cation and long perſwaſion. But tothem: 
amongſt you: who can and do- conſider: 
and yet determine for error and intereſt,, 
we have. a.greater charity, even. fo. much 
as 
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2s to labour and pray for their converſion, 
but not fo much fondneſs as to flatter them 
- Into boldneſs and pertinacious adherenciecs 
- to matters of ſo great danger. 
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G. But in all this affair, though your 
men are very bold with God and leap into 
his Judgment-ſeat before him, and-give 
wild ſentences concerning the ſalvation of 
your own perty and the damnation of all 
that diſagree, yet that which is our chari- 
ty to you, is indeed the fear of God, and 
the reverence of his judgments; we do 
not fay that all Papiſts are certainly 
damn'd; we wiſh and deſire vehemently 
that none of 'you may periſh; but then 
this charity of judgment relates not to you, 
nor is derived from any probability which 
we ſee in your doQtrines that differ from 
ours; but becauſe we know not what rate 
and value God puts upon the article ; It 

' concerns neither you nor us to fay, this 
or that man ſhall be damn?*d for his opi- 
nion ; for beſides that this is # bold intru- 
ſion mto that ſecret of God which ſhall 
not be opened till] the Day of Judgment, 
and beſides that we know not what allays 
and abatements are to be made by the 

good. 
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good -meaning and the ignorance of the - 
man ; all that can concern'us is to tell you 
that you are in error, ' that you depart 
from Scripture, that you exercife tyranny 
over ſouls, that you leave the Divine in- 
ſtitution,and prevaricate Gods Command- 
ment. that you divide the Church without 
truth and without neceſlity, that you tie 
Men to believe things under pain of dam- 
nation which cannot be” made yery pro- 
bable, much leſs certain ; and therefore 
that you ſin againſt God and are in danger 
of his eternal diſpleaſure; but in giving 
the final ſentence as we have no more to 
do than your men have, yet ſo we refuſe 
to follow your evil example; and we fol- 
low the glorious precedent of our Bleſſed 
Lord; who decreed and declared againſt 
the crime, but not againſt the Criminal 
before the day.” He-that does this, -or 
that, is in danger of the Council, or in 
danger of judgment, or liable and obnoxi- 
ous to the —_ of hell fire, fo we ſay 
of your greateſt errors; they put you in 
the danger of periſhing ; but that you ſhall 
or ſhall not periſh, we leave it to your 
Judge ; and if you call this charity, it is 
well, I am ſure it is piety and the fear of 
God. 7. Whe- 
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7. Whether yon may be ſaved, or whe- 
ther you ſhall-be damned for your errors, 
does neither depend upon our affirmatiye- 
- nor your negative, but according to the 
rate and value which God fets.upon things. 
Whatever we talk, things are as they are, 
not as we diſpute, or grant, or hope 3 and 
[therefore it were well if your men would 
leave abuſing you and themſelves with 
theſe little arts of indire ſupport. For 
many men that are warranted, yet do e- 
ternally periſh, and you in your - Church 
damn Millions who 1 doubt not ſhall reign 
with Feſ#s eternally in the Heavens. 


8. I wih you would confider,. that if 
any of our men ſay ſalvation may be had 
in your Church, it 1s not for the goodneſs 
of your new propoſitions, but only be- 
cauſe you do keep ſo much of that which 
is our Religion, that upon the confidence 
of that we hope well concerning you: And 
we do not hope any thing at all that is good 
of you or your Religion as it diſtinguiſhes 
from us and ours : we hope that the good 
which you have common with us may ob- 
tain pardon directly or indireCty, or may 

be 


LS bt * n+. 4d 4 Sod 44.43 FOES 
- F. C* k % To 4 p- Os c # ay 26 A | A : 4 - 
he So ” ©. [ c # 5 TD 
. l » 
an ng Ry 
to a Perſon weea, 0c. - - S- 
SS 


be an.antidote of the yenome, and an amyu- 


let againſt the danger of your very great 
errors, ſo that if you can derive any con- 
fidence from ous conceſſion, you muſt re- 
member where it takes root; not upon 
any thing of yours, but wholly upon the 
excellency of ours; you are not at all ſafe, 
ot warranted for being Papiſts, but we 
hope well of ſome of you, for having fo 
much of the Proteſtant : and if that will 
do you any good, proceed init, and fol- 
tow it whitherſoever it leads/you.. 


9. The ſafety that you dream of which 
we fay to be on your ſide, is nothing of 
allowance or warranty, but a hope that is 
collateral, indirect and relative ; we do- 
not ſay any thing whereby you can con- 
clude yours to be ſafer than ours, for it is. 
not ſafe at all, but_ extremely dangerous ;. 
we affirm thoſe errors in themfelves to be 
damnable, ſome to contain in them Impi- 
ety, ſome to have Sacritedge, fome Idola- 
try, ſome Superſtition, ſome practices to. 
be conjuring and charming and very like 
to Witchcraft,as in your hallowing of Wa- 
ter, and baptizing Bells, and exorcizing 
Demoniacks-z and what ſafety there can be. 

in 


in.theſe, or what you can fancy we ſhould 
allow to you, I ſuppoſe you need not boaſt 
of. Now becauſe we hope ſome are ſayed 
amongſt you, you muſtTnot conclude 
yours to be ſafe z for our hope relies upon 
this. There are many of your propolſiti- 
ons in which we differ from you, that 
Thouſands amongſt you underſtand ant! 
know nothing of, it is to them as if they 
were not, it is to them now as 1t was be- 
fore the Council, they hear not of it. And 
though your Prieſts have taken a courſe 
that the moſt ignorant do practiſe ſome 
of your abominations moſt groſly, yetwe 
hope this will not be laid upon them who 
(as S. Auſtirs expreſſion 1s) cauta ſolli- 
citudine querunt veritatem, corrigs parati 
cam invenerint : do according as they are 
able warily and diligently ſeek for truth, 
and are ready to follow it when they find 
it; Men who live good lives, and repent 
of all their evils known and unknown. 
Now if we are not deceived in our hopes, 
theſe Men ſhall rejoyce in the eternal good- 
neſs of God, which prevails over the ma- 
lice of them that miſguide you ; but if we 
be deceived in our hopes of you, your 
guides have abusd you, and the blind 
leaders 
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leaders of the blind will fall together, 
For, | 


10. If you will have the ſecret of this 
whole affair, this it is. The hopes we have 
of any of you, (as it is known) principally 
relies upon the hopes of your repentance. 
Now we ſay that a Man may repent of an 
error which he knows not of; as he that 
prays heartily for the pardon of all his 
fins and errors known and unknown ; by 
his general repentance may obtain many 
degrees and inſtances of mercy. Now thus 
much alfo your Men allow to us; thoſe 
who live well, and die in a true thongh 


\ but general repentance of their ſins and 


errors even amongſt us, your beſt and 
wiſeſt Men pronounce to be in a ſavable 
condition. Here then we are equal, and 
we are as ſafe by your confeſſion as you 


are by ours. But becauſe there are ſome 


Bigots of your faction fierce and fiery 
who ſay that a general repentance will not 
ſerve our turns, but it muſt bea particu- 
lar renunciation of Proteſtancy ;theſe men 
deny not only to us but to themſelves too, 
all that comfort which they derive from 
our Conceſſion, and indeed which they 
can 
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can- hope for from the mercies of God. 
For be you ſure we think as ill of your 
errors as you-can ſuppoſe of our Articles ; 
and therefore if for errors ( be they on 
which fide it chances )-a general repen- 
tance will not ſerve the turn without an 
actual dereliction, then flatter not your 
ſelves by any thing of our kindneſs to 
your party ; for you muſt haye a parti- 
cular, if a general be not ſufficient. But 
if it be ſufficient for you, it is ſo for us, 
in caſe we be in error as your men ſup- 
poſe us; but if it will not ſuffice us for 
remedy. to thofe errors you charge us 
with; neither will it ſuffice you; for the 
caſe muſt needs be equal as to the value 
of repentance and maltgnity of the error : 
and. therefore theſe men condemn them- 
fetves and will not allow us to hope well 
of them; but if they will allow us to 
hope, it muſt be by affirming the value of 
a general repentance ;, and if they allow 
that, - they muſt hope as well of ours as 
we of theirs: but if they deny it to us, 
they deny it to themſelves, and then they 
can no more brag of any thing of our con- 
ceſſhon. This only I add to this conſidera- 
tion ; that your men do not, cannot charge 
Ip upon 
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upon-us any doctrine that is in its-matter. 


and. effett impious ; ther is nothing pos. - 


ſitive in our doctrine, but is either true. or, 
innocent, but we are accus*d for: denying 
your ſuperſtruCtures :. ours therefore ( it 
we be deceived ) is but like a ſin of omiſ- 
ſion; yours are ſins of commiſſion in .caſe 
you are in the wrong ( as we belieye. you 
to be) and therefore you muſt needs' be 1n 
a wo danger than we can. be uppo- 
ſed, by how much ſings of omiſſion are 
than fins of commiſſion. 


11. Your very way of arguing from 
our charity is a very fallacy -and a trick 
that muſt needs deceive you if you rely 
upon it. For whereas your men argue 
thus: The Proteſtants ſay we Papiſts may 
be faved 3 and ſoſay we too: but we' Pa 
piſts ſay that you Proteſtants canhot, theres 
fore it is ſafeſt to be a Papiſt ; conſider 
that of this argument if it ſhall be accepted, 
any bold heretick can make uſe, againſt 
any modeſt Chriſtian of a true perſwaſion. 
For, if he can but out-face the modeſty of 
the. good man, and tell him he ſhall be 
damn'd ; unleſs that modeſt man fſay as 
much of him, you ſee impudence ſhall get 
Lac 
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_ - the better of the day. Burt it is thus in 


every error. . Fifteen Biſhops of Jeruſa- 
lem in immediate ſucceſſion were circum- 
. Cifed, believing it to be neceſſary ſo to be : 
' with theſe other Chriſtian Churches who 
were of the uncircumciſion did communi- 
cate: Suppoſe now that theſe Biſhops had 
not only thought it neceſſary for them- . - 
ſelves but for others too ; this argument 
you ſee was ready : you of the uncircum- 
ciſton who do commpnicate with us, think 
- that we may be ſaved though we are cir- 

cumciſed, but we do not think that you 
who are not circumciſed can be fſayed, 
therefore it isthe ſafeſt way to be circum- 
ciſed : 1 ſuppoſe you would not have 
thought their argument good, neither 
would you have had your children circum- 
ciſed. ' But this argument may ferve the 
Presbyterians as well as the Papiſts. We 
are indeed. very kind to them 1n our fen- 
tences concerning their falvation; and they 
are many of them as unkind to us; If they 
ſhould argue ſo as you do, and ſay, you 
Epiſcopal men think we Presbyterians 
though in errors can be ſaved, and we ſay 
fotoo: but we think you Epiſcopal men 


are Enemies. of. the Kingdom of Jeſus 
Chrilt ; 
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Chriſt; and therefore we think.you in a 
damnable condition, therefore it is ſafer 
to be a Presbyterian: I know not what 
your men would think of the argument in 
their hands, I am {ure we had reaſon to 
complain that we are uſed very ill on both 
hands for no other cauſe but becauſe we 
are Charitable. But it is not our caſe a- 
lone ; 'but the old- Catholicks: were uſed 
juſt ſo by the Donatiſts in this yery argu- 
ment, as we are uſed by your men. 'The 
Donatiſts were ſo fierce againſt the Catho- 
licks, that they would re-baptize all them 
who came to 'their Churches from the 0- 
ther :- But:the Catholicks, as knowing the 
Donatiſts did give right Baptiſm,admitted 
their Converts to Repentance, but did not 
re-baptize them. Upon this. ſcore, the 
Donatiſts triumphed, ſaying, You Catho- 
licks confeſs our Baptiſm to be good, and 
ſo ſay we: But we Donatiſts deny your 
Baptiſm to be good ; therefore it is ſafer 
to be of our {ide than yours. Now what 
ſhould the Catholicks ſay or do ? Should 
' they lie for God and for Religion, and to 
ſerve the ends of Truth ſay the Donartiſts 
Baptiſm was not good ? That they ought 


not. Should they damn all the Donati S, 
all 
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' and make therent wider ? It was too great 
already. *What then ? They were quiet, 
andknew that the Donatiſts ſought adyan- 
rages by their own 'fierceneſs, and' tram- 


_ pled uponthe others chariry ;, bur ſo they 


ardned themſelves in error, and became 
evil, becauſe the others were good. 


T ſhall-trouble you no further now, but 
defire you to conſider of theſe things with 
as much -caution, as they were written 
with charity. 


Till 1 hear from you, I ſhall pray to 
God to open your heart and your under- 
ſtanding,that you may return from whence 
you are fallen, and repent, and do your 
firſt work : Which that you may do, is the 
hearty deſire of 


Your very affetionate 
Friend and Servant, 


JER. TAYLOR. | 


The 
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Written to 4 Perſon newly 
t converted to the Church 
a} of England. 


: Madam, 


e Bleſs God I am ſafely arrived where- 
r I deſired to be after my unwilling 
F: departure from the place of your a- 
bode and danger : And now becauſe 
| can have no other expreſſion, of my ten- 
derneſs, I account that I have a treble Ob- - 
ligation to ſignifie it by my care-of your 
biggeſt and eternal intereſt. And becauſe 
it hath pleaſed God to make me an-Inſtru- 
ment of making you to underſtand in fome 
fair meaſure the excellencies of a true and =? | 
oly Religion, and that I have pointed 
out fuch follies and errors in the Roman 
. Chacch, 
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Church, at which your underſtanding be 
ing forward and.pregnant, did of it ſell 
ſtart as at imperfect ill-looking  Propoſ; 

' tions, give me leave to do that now whict 
is the purpoſe of my Charity, that is 
teach you to turn this to the advantage offi; 
a holy life, that yon may not only be chan 
d but converted. For the Church of 
Emngland\ whither you are now come Is not 
incondition 'to boaſt her ſelf inthe repu 
tation of changing the opinion of a ſingl: 
paroen though never ſo excellent ; ShefWpc 

ath no temporal ends to ſerve which muſt 

ſtand upon fame and noiſes ; all that ſhi 
can deſign, is to ſerve God, to advance 

, 4#he honour of the Lord, and the good « 

\ ſouls, and to rejoyce in the Croſs 0 

_Chrilt. | 


Firſt therefore I deſire you to remem- 
ber that as now you are taught to pray 
both publickly and privately, in a Lan- 
guage underſtood, fo it is intended your 
affections ſhould be forward, in propor-figi 
tion to the advantages which your prayer 
hath in the underſtanding part. Eorthough 
you have been often told and have heard, 
that ignorance 1s the mother of deyotion, 
yOu 
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c-myou will find that the propoſition is vnna< 


tural and againſt common ſenſe and experi- 
ence; becauſe it is impoſſible to defire tha 
pf which we know nothing, unleſs the de- 

fire it ſelf be fantaſtical and illufive: ic is 
Wneceſſary that in the ſame proportion in 
hich we underſtand any good thing, ih the 
Wame we ſhall alſo deſire it, and the more - 
particular and minute your notices are,the 
more paſſionate and material alſo your af- 


plefections will be towards it ; -andif they be 


WY2ood things for which we are tanghr' to 
pray, the more you know them the more 
reaſon you have to love them; It is mon- 
Kitrous to thing that devotion, thar is, paſli- 
onate deſires of religious things, and the 
earneſt proſecutions. of them ſhould be 
produced by any thing of ignorance or leſs 

rfe(t notices in any ſenſe. ' Since there- 
ore.you are tavght to pray, ſo'that your 
underſtanding is the przcentor or the Ma- 
{ter of the Quire, and you know what you 
ay ; your deſires are made humane, reli- 
F10us, expreſs, material ( for theſe are the 


dvintages of Prayers and Litaggies well 
inderſtood). be pleaſed alſo to remtmaber, 
that now if you be not alſo paſſionate? 


deyout for the thing you mention, you 
G Will 


- You knew where they came to the Epiſtle, 
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will want the Spirit of prayer, and be more 
inexcuſable than before. In many of your 
prayers before ( eſpecially the publick } 
you heard a voice but ſaw and perceived 
nothing of the ſenſe, and what you under- 
ſtood of it was like the man in the Go- 
{ſpel that was half blind, he ſaw men walk- 
ing like Trees, and ſo you poſlibly might 
perceive the meaning of it in general 


* 
. E % 


when to the Goſpel, when the Introji 
when the Pax, when any of the othe 
more general periods were ; but you could 
have-nothing of the Spirit of prayer, that 
is,. nothing of the devotion and the holy 
affections to the particular excellencies 
which could or ought there to have been iſ 
repreſented ; but now you are taught how 
you may be really devout, it is made facil 
and eaſie, and there can want nothing but 
your conſent and obſervation. 


2, Whereas now you are taken off 
from all humane confidences, from rely- 
ing wholly and almoſt ultimately upon*the þ 
Prieſts power and external act, from reck- & 
oning prayers by numbers, from forms 


and out-ſides, you are not to —___ he 
the 
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he Prieſts power is leſs, that the Sacra- 
ments are not effective, that your prayers 
may not- be repeated cw wy but you 
Ire to remember, | that all outward things 


and Ceremonies, all Sacraments and Inſti- - 


utions work theireffeCt in the vertne' of 
hriſt, by ſome moral Inftrumenrz The 
Prieſts in the Church of England can ab- 
ſolve you as much as the Roman Prieſts 
ould fairly pretend; but then we- teach 
hat you mult firſt be a penitenr and a re- 
urning perſon, and our abſolution does 
but manifeſt the work of God, and com- 
fort and inſtrudt your Conſcience, direct 
and manage it ; You ſhall be abſolved here, 
but not unleſs you live an holy life; @® 
that'in this you will find no change bur to 
he adyantage of a ſtrict life z we will:not 
latter you and cozen your dear ſoul by 
) necaded miniſteries, but we ſo order our 
liſcourſes and direCtions that all'our mini- 
rations may be really effeftive, and when 
you receive the holy Sacrament of the Eu- 
hariſt, or the Lords Supper, it does more 
rood here than they do there, becauſe if 
hey conſecrate rightly, yet they do nor 
ommunicate you fully ; and if they offer 
he whole ROSEN Sacrifice, yet hoy + 
2 9 
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do not give you the whole Sacrament; , 
only we enjoyn that you come with I.. 

much holineſs, that the grace of God i 
-your heart may be the principal, and the 

acrament in'our hands may be the mini- 

ftring and aſlifting part : we do not pro- 
miſe great effects to eaſie trifling diſpoſiſ 
tions, 'becauſe we would not deceive, but 
really procure to you great effects ; and... 
therefore you are now to come to our of-h;; 
fices with the ſameexpeCtations as before;ſiſc.. 
of pardon, of grace, of ſanRification; 
but you muſt-do ſomething more of the. 
work yourſelf, that we may not do leſs it 
effect than you have in your expeCtation; 
We will not to advance the reputation off.; 
our powery deceive you into a leſs ble, 


ing. f 1 


3. Be careful that you do not flatter 
your ſelf, that in our Communion youWey, 
may have more eaſe and liberty of lite; 
for though Iknow your pious ſoul deſire 
paſſionately to pleaſe God and to live re-M,jr: 
ligiouſly, yet I ought to be careful to pre-Gf;je 
yent a temptation,leſt it at any time ſhouldShe 
diſcompoſe your ſeverity : Therefore aſ{ſre : 
to conteſſion to a Prieſt ( which how it va, 
o5 uſually 
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'Muſually practiſed 2mong the Roman party, 
zour felf canvery well account, and you 
have complain'd ſadly, that it is made an 
xrdinary act, eaſie and tranſient, ſome- 
ime matter of temptation, oftentimes 
impertinent, - but ) ſuppoſe it free from 
"Wauch ſcandal to which on mens folly did 
tetray it, yet the ſame ſeverity you?l find 
among us ; for though we will not tell 'a 
ie to help a ſinner, and ſay that is neceſ- 
Wary which is only appointed to make men 
{do themſelves good, yet we adviſe and 
ommend-it,, and do all the work of ſouls 
o all thoſe people that will be ſaved 
Wy all means; to devout perſons, thar 
nake Religion the buſineſs of their lives, 
"Fnd- they that do not ſo in the Churches 
f the Roman Communion, as they find 
but little adyantage by periodical confeſli- 
ns, fo they feel but little awfulneſs and 
everity by the injunction 3 you muſt con- 
eſs to God all your ſecret actions, you 
wſt adviſe with a holy man 1n all the af- 
"Wairs of your ſoul, you will be but an ill 
friend to your ſelf if you conceal from him 
he ſtate of your ſpiritual affairs : We de- 
"Wire not to hear the circumftance of every 
lin, but when matter of juſtice is concern- 

G 3 ed, 
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ed,” or the nature of | the ſin is-changed, 
thatis, when 1t- ought to be made a Que- 
ſtion ; and you will find that though the 
Church of England gives you much liberty 
from the bondage of innumerable Cere- 
monies and humane devices, yet in the 


W 
matter of holinefs you will be tted to veryl w 
eat fervice, but fuch a ſervice as1s per-ſ it 
is 

fc 


& freedom, that is, the ſervice of God 
and the love of the holy Jefus, and a very 
ftrit religious life; for we do not pro: 
miſe heaven, but upon the ſame terms it is 
promiſed us, that is, Repentaxce toward: hz: 
God, and Faith in our Lord JFeſms : andaſil th 
in faith we make no more to be neceſſary 4 
than what is made fo in holy Scripture, fol pe: 
in the matter of Repentance we give you yo 
no eafte devices, and ſuffer no leſſening vj 
definitions of it, but oblige you to' that ll fp 
ſtrictnefs which is the condition of beingW in 
faved, and ſo expreſſed to be by the infal-W di 
Itble Word of God ; but ſuch as in the yc 
Church of Rome they do not fo much ſtand er 
UPON. lu 


Madam, I am weary of my . Journey, | Gi 
and although I did purpoſe to have ſpoken © mi 
many things more, yet I deſire that my fo 
nv! 
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fot doing Þ may be laid upon the account 


of my wearineſs, all that I ſhall add to the 
main-buſineſs is this. 


3 
ww, 


..4. Read the Scripture diligently, and 
with an hemble ſpirit, and in it obſerve 
what is plain, and believe and live accord- 
ingly. Trouble not your felf with what 
is difficult, - for in that your duty is not de- 
fcribed. 


5 2.TR? 
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5. Pray frequently and effeCtually; T 
had rather your prayers ſhould be- often 
all than long. It was well ſaid of Perrarch, 
5 Magno werborum freno nti decet cum ſu- 
on pereore colloguentem, When .you ſpeak to. 
ou your Superiour you ougit to have atbridle 
WJ upon your tongue, much more when you 
a Wl fpeak to God. 41 ſpeak of what is decent 
vWF in reſpect of our ſelves and onr infinite 
l-© diſtances from God : but if love makes 
ic you ſpeak, ſpeak on, ſo ſhall your pray- 
dF ers be full of charity and devotion, Vul- 

Ius eſt amore ſuperior, ille te coget ad ve- 
niam,qus me ad multiloquium ; Love makes 
7, God to be our friend, and our approaches 
nn} more united and acceptable; and there- 
fore you. may ſay to God, the ſame low: 
| G. 4. which 
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which made me ſpeak, will alſoÞove me tf , 
hear and pardon ; Love and devotion mayſW ; 
enlarge your Litanies,but nothing elſe can, MW 1 
unleſs Authority does interpoſe. f 


 6..Becurious not to communicate but 
with the true Sons of the Church of Eng- 
land, leſt ( if you follow them that were 
amongſt us, but are gone out from us, 
becauſe they were not of us) you be of- 
fended and tempted to impute their follies © + 
to the Church of England. 


7. Trouble your ſelf with no contro- 
verſies willingly, but how you may beſt 
pleaſe God by a ſtrict and ſevere conver- 
ſation. 


8. If any Proteſtant live looſely, re- 
member that he diſhonours an excellent 
Religion, and that it may be no more laid 
vponghe Charge of our Church, than the 
il} lives of moſt Chriſtians may upon the 
whole Religion. 


9. Let no Man or Woman affright you 
with declamations and ſcaring words of 
Heretick,, and Damnation,and C Cy .l 

WY ol 
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for theſe words may be ſpoken againſt 
them that return to light, as well as to 
thoſe that go to darkneſs, and that which 
Men of all fides. can ſay, it can be of ef- 
fect to no ſide upon: its own: ſtrength: or 
pretenſion. 
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Madam, | 

F You ſhall think it fit that theſe Pa- 
ers paſs further than Your own eye 
and Cloſet, 1 deſire they may be con- 


fign'd into the hands: of my worthy 
friend Dr. Wedderburne: For do not 


ny expoſe all my ſickneffto his cure, but | 
ſ# 


ubmit my weakneſſes to his cenſure, being a 
confident to find of him charity for what 
pardonable, as remedy for what ts curable: 
but indeed Madam I look upon that worthy 
Man as an Idea of friendſhip, and if I had 
no other notices of Friendſhip or conver ſa- 
tion to inftrutt} me than hs, it were ſuffici- 
ent: For whatſoever I can ſay of Friend- 
Sip, IT can Fa, of his, and as all that know 
im reckon him amongſt the beſt Phyſicians, 
ſo I know him worthy to be reckoned amongſt 


the beſt friends.. 


The 
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Written to: 4 Gentleman that 
WAS tempted to- the Com- 


munion: of the Romiſh 
Church: 


SIR; 


" FF” OU needed not to makethe 
Preface of: an excuſe for wri- 
- ting ſo friendly, and ſo neceſ- 


w> ſary a Letter of Inquiry. It 
was-your kindneſs to my perſon which di- 
rected your addreſſes hither; and your 
duty which. ingag?d you to inquire ſome- 
where, 


I do not doubt but yon, and very many 


other ingenious and conſcientious perſons, 
| C0 
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do every day meet with the Tempters of 


the Roman Church, who like the Phariſees 
compatls fea and Land to get-a Proſelyte ; 
at this I wonder not; for as Demetrims 
ſaid, by this craft they get their living : 
butT wonder that any ingenious perſon, 
and ſuch as I perceive you to be, can be 
ſhaken by their weak aſlaults: for their 
batteries are made up with- impoſlible 
propoſitions, and weak and violent preju- 
dices reſpectively ; and when they talk of 
their own infallibility, they prove it with 
falſe Mediums (ſay we) with fallible Me- 
diums as themſelyes confeſs; and when 
they argue us of an Uncertain faith, be- 
cauſe we pretend to no infallibility, they 
are themſelves much more Uncertain,. be- 
cauſe they build their pretence of infalli- 
bility upon that which not only can, but 
will deceive them : and ſince they can.pre- 
tend no higher for their infallibility than 
prudential motives, they break in pieces 
the ſtaff, upon which they lean, and with 
which they ttrike us. | 


But Sir, you are pleaſed to ask two 


Queſtions. 1. Whether the Apoſtles of | 


our Bleſſed Lord did not Oralty deliver 
many 


t0'a Gentlemnn, $0. vJZ7 


many things neceſſary to Salvation which 
werenot.committed to writing ? To which 
yowadd this aſſumentam (in which becauſe 
youdeſired to be anſwered, I fuppole you 
meant it for another Queſtion) viz. whe- 
ther in thoſe things which'the Church of 
Rome retains, and we take no notice of, 
She be an Innovator, ot a conferyer of 
Tradition ; and whether any thing which 
ſhe 10 retains was or was not eſteemed'ne- 


ceſſary. 


The anſwer to the firſt part, will con+ 
clude the ſecond. I therefore anfwer that 
whatſoever the Apoſtles did deliver as-ne- 
ceſlary to Salvation, all that was written 
in the Scriptures: andthat to them: who 
believe the Scriptures to be the Word of 
God, there needs no other Magazine of 
Divine truths but the Scripture. And this 
the Fathers of the firſt and divers ſuc- 
'ceeding Ages do Unanimonſly affirm: I 
will ſer down two or three, fo plain that 
either you muſt conclude them to be de- 
celyers, or that you- will need no more 
bat their teſtimony. 
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_— theſe, AG may pipe i Ty@ype 
p15 aisvolai' Ti puaprugig: Ths. $20 
ares ppagis,&c.. Every word andevery 
thing ought to be made credible, or be- 
liev*d by the teſtimony of. the Divinely- 
inſpired Scripture : both for the confirma- 
"tion of good things, and alſo for the re- 


proof of theevil. 


S. Cyril of Fernſalem, catech: 12. illu- 
aninat. ſaith, Attend not to my inventions, 
for you may poſlibly be deceiv*d : but truſt 
no word unleſs thou. doſt learn it from the 
Divine Scriptures : and in Carech 4. ilum, 
AB 5» megi Tay SHav x; oyior Tis. wigs 
uvewioy, &c, For it behoves us not to 
deliver ſo much as the leaſt thing wide 7 
7x0; of the Divine and holy myſteries 
of Faith without the Divine Scriptures, 
nor to be moved with probable diſcour- 
fes : Neither give credit to me ſpeaking, 
unlefs what is ſpoken be demonſtrated by 
the Holy Scriptures. For that is the ſecu- 
rity of our Faith, o&Jnpig This Tivo; 1way, 
which is derived not from witty inventi- 
ons, but from the demonſtration of Divine 
SCriptures. Omne 


The words of S. Baſil are 
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Omne quod loquimur debemus affirmare 
ae Scripturu Santts : 10'S. Hierom in Pal. 
89. And gain, Hoc quia de Scripturis 
anthoritatem non habet, eadem facilitate 
contemnitur qua probatur, in Matth,23. 


oy” q 
to'a Gentleman, $c. 


Si quid dicitur abſque Seriptura audito- 
rum Cogitatio claudicat, So S. Chryſoſtom 
in Pal. 95. homil. 


Theodoret, dial. v. cap. 6.. brings in the 
Orthodox Chriſtian ſaying to Eraniſtes : 
bring not to me your Logiſmes-and Syllo- 
piſms, iyd Þ wiry ndSIouar Th 369 year 
9, I rely only upon Scriptures. I conlld 
reckon very, very many more, both el- 
der and later: and if there be any Univer- 
fal Tradition conſigned to us by the Uni- 
yerſal Feſtimony of Antiquity :. it 1s this,, 
that the Scriptures are a perfe& repoſitory 
of all the Will of God, of all the Faith of 
Chriſt :- and this I will engage my felf to . 
make very apparent ta you, and certain 
againſt any oppoſer. 

Upon the ſuppoſition of which it fol- 
lows, that whatever the Church of Rome 

| | obtrudes 
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-  obtrudes as neceſſary to Salvation, and an 
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Article of Faith that is not in. Scripture, 
is. an Innovation in matter of Faith, and 
a Tyranny over Conſciences :. which who- 
ſoever ſubmits to, prevaricates the rule 
of the Apoſtle, commanding us, that. we 


- _  ſtandfaſt in the liberty, with which Chriſt 


hath ſetus free. 


To the other Queſtions ;, Whether an 
Eccleſiaſtical Tradition be of equal autho- 
rity with -Divine ? I anfwer Negatively: 
- AndI believe I ſhall have no adverſary in 
it, except peradventure ſome of the Jeſui- 
red Bigots. An Eccleſiaſtical Tradition, 
vi. a poſitive conſtitution of. the Church 
delivered from hand to hand ;. is in the 
power of the Church to alter : but a Di- 
vine 1s not. Eccleſiaſtical Traditions: in 
matters of Faith there are none, but what 
are alſo Divine ;. as. for 'Rituals: Eccleſja- 
ſtical deſcending by Tradition, they are 
confeſſedly alterable : but till they be al- 
tered by abrogation, or deſuetude, or 
contrary cuſtome, or a contrary reaſon, 
or the like, they do oblige by vertue of 
that authority whatſoever it is that hath 
power. over you. I know not what D. 
PF. G. 
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P.G. did ſay, but I am confident they 
who reported it of him, were miſtaken : 
He could not ſay or mean what is charged 
upon him. 


.I Have but two things more to ſpeak 
to. One is, you defire me to recite 
what elſe might impede your compli- 
ance with the Roman Church? I anſwer, 
Truth and Piety hinder you. For you 
mult profeſs the belief of many falſe 
propolitions, and certainly believe many 
Uncertain things, and be uncharitable to 
all the World -but your own party, and 
make Chriſtianity a faction, and you 
muſt yield your reaſon a ſervant to man, 
and you. muſt plainly prevaricate an in- 
ſtitution of Chriſt, and you muſt make 
an apparent departure from the Church 
in which you received. your Baptiſm 
and the Spirit of God, if you go over 
to Rome, But Sir, I refer you to the 
two Letters I have lately publiſhed at 
the end of my diſcourſe of Friendſhip z 
and I deſire you to read my Treatiſe 
of the Real preſence: and if you can 
believe the doctrine of Tranſubſtantiati- 
on, you can put off your reafon and 
your 
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your ſenſe, and yonr religion, and all 
the inſtruments of Credibility when you 
pleaſe: and theſe are not little things; 
In theſe you may periſh; an- error in 
theſe things is practical, but our way 
is ſafe, as being upon the defence, and 
intirely reſting upon Scripture, and the 
Apoſtolical Churches. | 


- © The other thing I am to ſpeak to is, 
the report you have heard of. my in- 


Clinations to go over to Rome. Sir, 


that party which needs ſuch lying Ro- 
ries for the ſupport - of their Cauſe, 
proclaim their Cauſe to be very weak, 
or themſelves to be very evil Advo- 
_eates. Sir, be confident, they dare not 
tempt me to do fo, and it is not the 
firſt time they have endeavoured to ſerve 
their ends by ſaying ſuch things of me. 
But I bleſs God for it; it is perfectly 
a Slander, and it ſhall I hope, for ever 
prove ſo. Sir, if I may ſpeak with you, 
I ſhall ſay very many things more for 
vour confirmation. Pray ' to God to 
guide you; and make no change ſud- 
denly : For if their way be true to day, 
tt will be ſo to morrow; and you need 
; not 
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not make haſte to undo your felf. Sir, 
I wiſh you a fetled mind and a holy 
Conſcience; and that I could ferve you 
in the capacity of | 


ww on OW A SE. 


Tour very Loving Friend 
and Servant 1n our 


Bleſſed Lord, 
TER. TAYLOR. 
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The IV. Lzrtrzr 
To the ſame Perſon, 


SIR, 


Perceive that You are. very much 
troubled; and 1 ſee alſo that you are 

in great danger ; but that alſo trou- 
 bles me, becauſe ſee they are ligtle 
things and very weak and fallacious that 
move you. You 047 many things 
in your Letter in the ſame diſorder as they 
are in your Conſcience: to all which 1 can 
beſt give anſwers when I ſpeak with you ; 
to which becauſe you deſire, I invite you, 
and promiſe you a hearty endeavour to 
give you ſatisfaction in all your material 
Inquiries. Sir, I defire you to make no 
haſt to change, in caſe you be ſo miſerable 
as to have it in your thoughts : for to go 
oyer to the Church of Kome is like death, 
acre - 
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- there isno recovery from thence without 
* a Miracle ; becauſe Unwary fouls ( fuck Ml — 
are they who change from us to them) iſ — 
are with all the arts of wit and. violence 
ſtrangely entangled and enfyr'd, when 

they once get the prey. Sir, I thank you 

for the Paper you incloſed. - The men are 

at 2 loſs, they would fain ſay ſomething 
againſt that Book, but know not what. 

Sir, I will endeavour if you come to me, 

to reſtore you to. peace and quiet ; and .if $ 
I cannot effect it, yet I will pray for it 
and I am ſure, God can. To his Mercy 
I commend you and reft 


* 


Yonr very affeftionate 
Friend in our 


Bleſſed Lord, 


JER. TAYLOR, Pupe 


WY 


L——— 


The V. Larrzr 
To the ſame Perſon, 


SIR, 


HE firſt Letter which you mens 

tion in this latter of the 10th. of 

March, I received not; I had 

not elſe failed to give you an an- 
ſwer; I was ſo wholly unknowing of it, 
that Idid not underſtand your Servant's 
meaning when he came to require an an» 
ſmer. But to your Queſtion which you 
now propcund, 1 anſwer. 


Queſt, Whether without all danger of 
Superſtition or Idolatry we may not ren- 
der Divine worſhip to our Bleſſed Saviour, 
as preſent in the Bleſſed Sacrament or Hoſt, 
according to his Humane Nature im that 


Hoſt ? 
| : An fi W> 
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Anſw. We may not render Divine 
worſhip to him ( as preſent in the Bleſſed 
Sacrzment according to his Humane Na- 
ture) without danger of Idolatry : Be- 
cauſe he is not there according to his Hy- 
mane Nature, and therefore, you give 
Divine worſhip to a Non Ens, which muſt 
needs be Idolatry. For Idolum mihil 
in mundo, ſaith S. Paul, and Chriſt as pre- 
ſent by his Humane Nature in the Sacrs- 
gent is a Non Ens;, for it is not true, 
there is no ſuch thing. He is preſent 
there by his Divine power, and his Di- 
vine Bleſſing, and the fruits of his Body, 
the real effective conſequents of his Pal- 
fion : but for any other Preſence, it i; 
{dolum, it is nothing in the world. Adore 
Chriſt in Heaven; for the Heavens muſt 
contain him till the time of reſtitution of 
all things. And- if you in the reception 
of the Holy Sacrament worſhip him whon 
you know to be in Heaven ; you cannot 
be concerned in duty to worſhip him in 
the Hoſt (as you call it) any more than 
to worſhip him in the Hoſk at Neſtre 
Dame when you are at S. Peters in Rome: 
for you ſee him no more 1n one place. than 
another; 
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another; and if to believe him to be 
there 'in the Hoſt at Noſtre Dame bc 
ſufficient to cauſe you to worſhip him 
there, then you- are to do ſo to him at 
Rome, though you be not preſent : for 
you befſeve him there, you know as 
much of him by Faith in' both places, 
and as little by-ſenſe in either. Bur 
however, this 1s a thing of infinite dan- 
ger. | God is a jealous God: ' He ſpake 
it inthe matter of external worſhip, and 
of idolatry ; and- therefore do nothing 
that is like worſhipping a meer crea- 
ture,” nothing that 1s like. worſhipping 
that which you are not ſure it is God : 
and if you can belieye the Bread when 
it is bleſſed by the Prieſt is God Al- 
mighty, you can' if you pleaſe believe 
any "thing elſe. 


To the other parts of your Queſtion, 
viz. Whether the Tame body be preſent 
really and Subſtantially, becauſe we be- 
lieve it to be there; or whether we do 
believe it to be there becauſe God hath 
manifeſtly revealed / it,- to he ſo, and 
therefore we revere and adore it 2c- 
cordingly, _ 

| H | 


”" 1 gs The fifth Letter 


I anſwer, 1. I do not know whethe 
or [no you do, believe Him to be there 
really and Subſtantially. 2. 1f you do 
believe it ſo, I do not know what you 
mean by really and Subſtantially. z, 
Whatſoever you do mean by it, if you 
do: believe; 1t to be there really and $ub- 
ſtantially in any ſenſe, I cannot tell why 
Fou believe it to be 19: you beſt knoy 
your own reaſons and motives of belicf; 
for my part, I beheve it to be therc 
really in the ſenſe I have explicated in 
my-Book ;z . and for thoſe reaſons which 
FT have there alledged; but. that we are 
- to adore It upon that account, I no way 
underſtand. If it be Tranſubſtantiated 
and you are ſure-of it: then you may 
pray to it, and put your truſt in it; 
and believe the Holy Bread to be co- 
eternal with the Father, and with the 
Holy Ghoſt. Burt 1t 1s ſtrange that the 
Bread -being conſecrated by the power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould be turn'd 
into the ſubſtance and nature of God, 
and of the Son of God : if ſv, -does not 
the Son at that time proceed -from the 


Holy Ghoſt, and not the Holy Ghoſt 
from 
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from.the Son ? But I am aſhamed of the 
WF horrible propoſition. Sir, .I pray God 
keep you from theſe extremeit dangers. 
I love and value you, and will pray for 
you and be, Dear Sir, 1 


H—__— Mc... —_ 


mma _— 


Your very affeftionate 
Friend to ſerve you, 


JER. TAYLOR, | 
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Mr RovsrToxn, 


FF I reported You are making. 
2 a new Impreſſion .of ſome 
ſmall Traits of Doftor Taylor, the 
late moſt Reverend Biſhop of 
Down ; .It will be very adviſable 
for You to take the Demonſtration 
of Chriſtian Religion,which is in- 
ſerted in his Caſes of Conſcience, 
W Pag.1 24. of the firſt Edition, and 
let that follow the reſt ; For "tis a 
Diſcourſe which will be as uſeful for 
the generality of People in this 
Age, as any Tou can pick out of 
the whole Body of his Works ; and” 


being heretofore inſerted in the 
H 4. middle: 
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| middle of a large Book, is not 
* made ſo common to them, nor ſo 
purchaſeable,as your purſuing this 
deſign will render it ; and here- 
by you will do. a work very-ac- 
 ceptable to the Friends of Chri- 
F ſlian Truth 'and Yertue, as well 
L a5 10 


«ag, Yours A: B. 
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His Diſcourſe of all the API 
in the World, ſhall. require -the 
feweſt things, to-be granted ;. even 

nothing but what was evident, even no- 
thing but the very ſubject of the Queſtion, 
viz. That there was {ſuch a Man as Jefns 
Chriſt, that he pretended ſuch things and 
taught ſuch Doctrines : for he that will 
prove theſe things to he from God, mait 
be allowed that they were from fomethias 
tt 5 —_ 
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Incerninyg 

ſtulate I do not- ask 
FD! ike and Art; fot 
ies of that Age reported as 
a publick affair, as ane of the moſt emi- 
nent tranſactions of the World,that which 


adedo much notſe,which cauſed {6 mgn 

| A IG  many- [ 
which divided fo:many heartsgwhich alter- 
ed ſo many famtlies, whick proctred ſo 
many deaths,which obtained ſo manyLaws 
|. in favous, ang faffered fo many Reſcripts 
' » inthe disfayour of icfelf; that which was 
| not done in a corner, 'but was. 33. Years 
and moxe-n acting ;which cauſed ſo many 
Sets, and was oppofed by fo much Art, 
and fo myth powerthat # might ttt grow, 
which filled the World with noiſe, which 
effected fuch great changes in the bodies of 
Men by curing the diſcaked,and fmiting the 
contumacious or- the hypocrites, which 
drew ſo many eyes, and filled fo many 
tongnes, and imployed ſo many pens, and 
was the care and the queſtion ofthe whole 


or other. 'But this 
for 


,_— 


World at that time, and immediatelyafter; 


that which was conſigned by publick acts 
and records of: Courts,- which was -in the 
Books of friends and enemies, which came 
 accampanied and. remarked-with Ecli ow 
an 


Earth, that which the Jews even in ſpice | 
and againlt their, wills confeſſed, and which 


the wicty” adverſaries intending / to- overs 


throw, could never ſo muchascChallenge of: 
want of cruth-in the matterof fact and ſto- 
ry ; that which they who are infinitelycon+ 
cerned that it ſhould not be believed,” or 
more, that # had never been,: do-yetonly 
labour to.make to appear not to have been 
Divine :. Certainly, this thing is ſoicertaia 
that it was, that' the defenders of it need 
not account it a kindneſs to have itpreſup- 
ſed; for never. was any ſtory in the 
world that had: ſo many degrees of: credi- 
bility, as the ſtory of the perſon, life and 
death of Jefus-Chriſt :: And if he had nor 
becn a true Prophet, yetthat he was in the 
world, and faid and did {ſuch things canndgt 
be denied; for even concerning /fabomet 
we make no queſtion but. he was 1n the 
world, and led a-great part of Mankind at-- 
ter bim, and whatwas lefs proved we ink- 
nitely believe;: and what all men fay,.and 
no man denies.and was notorious in 1t felf,. 
of this we.may make further inquiries whe- 
ther it was all that which it pretended, for 
that.ic did make pretences:and:was-.in the 
woilds, 
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world; needs no more-probation. 
<< Butnow whether Jeſus Chriſt was ſent 
frem.God and delivered the Will of God, 
we-afeto take accounts from all the things 
of the world which were on him, or about 
him,or fromhim. Conſider firſt his 'per- 
Jon; he was: foretold by all the Prophets : 
He, 1ſay, for that appears by the event, 
andthe correſpondencies of their ſayings 
to his-perſon : he was deſcribed by infall- 
blecharacteriſms which did fit him, and did 
 neverfit-any but him; for when:he was 
 - born;then was the fulneſs of time, and the 
' Meſhas was expected at the time when Je- 
ſus didappear,which gave occaſion to many 
of the godly then to wait for him, and to 
hope'to live till the time of his revelation : 
and they did fo, and with a ſpirit of Pro- 
phecy which their own Nation did confeſs 
and honour, glorified God at the revelati- 
-on.; and the moſt excellent and devout per- 
ſons that were conſpicuous for their piety 
did then rejoyce in him, and confeſs him ; 
and the expectation of him at that time was 
{o pubſick and famous;that it gave occaſion 
4-todivers impoſtors to abute the credulity 
of the people in pretending to be the Meſli- 
as; but not only the predictions of the 
time, 


time;& the perfe& Synchroniſms did point 
him our, Be his blech a ſtrange maſons 
peared, which guided certain Levantine - 
Princes and Sages to the inquiry after him 3 
a ſtrange Star which had an irregular place 
and an irregular motion, that came by de- 
ſign, and ated by counſel, the counfel of 
the Almighty Guide, it moved from place 
toplace, till it ſtood juſt over the Houſe 
where the Babe did fleep ; aStar of which 
the Heathen knew much, who knew no- 
thing of him ; a Star which Chalcidins af- 
firmed to have ſignified the deſcent of God 
for the ſalvation of Man ; a Star that guided 
the wiſe. Chaldees to' worſhip him with 
gifts ( as the ſame diſciple of Plaro does af- 
firm, and) as the holy Scriptures deliver ; 
and this Star could be no ſecret; It trou- 
bled all the Country ; It put Herod upon 
ſtrange arts of ſecurity for his Kingdom, it 
effected a fad tragedy accidentally, for it 
occaſioned the death of all the littte Babes 
in the City, and voiſmage of Bethlehem : 
But the birth of this young Child which 
was thus glorified by a Star, was alſo figni- 
hed by an Angel, and was effefted by the 
holy Spirit of God, in a manner which was 
1n it felf ſupernatural ; a Virgin was his 

' Mother, 
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* - Mother; 2nd God was his Father, aud his 
wr; core miraculous;.and this matrer 
ef his-birth of a V irgia was proved-to an 


uxcereſted and jealous perſon,cven toFo/eph 
the fu Luher of Fe ſat EIN 


publickly by-all his-family,& by al his diſ- 
ciples, and publiſhed in the'midſt of all his 
enemies, ke by no attifice conld reprove 
ic, a matter fo famous,that when it was ur- 
ged as an argument to prove Jeſus to be 
the Meſlias, by the force of a Prophecy in. 
Iſaiah [4 Firgin fball conceive a Son] they 
who obitinately refuſed to admit him, did 
© not deny the matter of fact, but denied that 
is was ſo: meant. by the Prophet, which if 
it were true, can only-prove that Jeſns was. 
more excellent than was foretold by the 
Prophets,but that there was nothing leſs in 
him than' was-to be in the Meſſizs ,, it was- 
2 matter ſo famous that the Arab:an Phy (i- 
cians who can affirm no {uch things of their 
Adabomet, and yet not heing able to deny 
ic to be true of the Holy Jeſus, endeavour | 
to elevate and leſſen the thing by fayiog, 
.It is not wholly beyond the: force of na- 
ture, that a Virgin ſhould conceive,ſo that. 
it was on all hands unde: 1able, that the 
Mother of. Jefus was-a Virgin, a Mother 
| ___ without. 
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without alan, This is thatJefus at whofe' 
| C before hewas born, a Babe inhis £ 
[ortn ers bellyalſo did Teap for joy,who was- 
alſo a perfon extraordinary himſelf, con- 

ceived Mn his Mothers old age, after a long 
barrennefs, en by an Angel in the 

Temple to his Father officiating his Prieſt- 

ly Office, who was alfo ſtruck dumb for his 
not prefent believing: all thePeople faw its 
and all hisKindred were witneſſes of his re- 
ſtitution, and he was-named by the Angel; 
and his office declared to be the fore-run- 

ner of the holy Jeſus # and this alſo was 
foretold by one of the old Prophets; for 
the whole ſtory of this Divine perſon is a 

chain of providence and wonder,every link. 
of which is a verification of a Prophecy. 
and all of it is that thing which from Adam 

tothe Birth of: Jeſs was pointed at and: 
hinted by all the Prophets, whefe words. 
in- him paſſed perfectly inte the event. 

Fhis is thatJefus who as he was born with- 
out a Father, fo he was karned without 
a Maſter, he was a Man without age, a 
Dottor in a Child*s garment, diſputing m- 
the Sanctuary at 12. Years old. He was a 
fſojourner in Egypr, becauſe the poor Babe 
born of an indigent Mother. was a —_— 
q: I 
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blerivyattoapotentKing,6 this fear cout4 
| come from the Folga of the Infant, but 
Ee ariſe fromthe illuſtriouſneſs of 
the Birth, and the Prophecies of the;Child, 
and the ſayings of the Learned, -and the 
journey of theWiſe-men,and thedeexees of 
God z; this journey- and the-return,, were 
both managed by the conduct of an Angel 
anda Divine dream, for to the Son of God 
all the'Angels did rejoyce to miniſter. This 
Blefled Perſon made thus excellent by his 
Father, and glorious by miraculous conſig- 
nations, and4lluſtrious by the miniſtery of 
Heavenly ſpirits,and proclaimed to Afary 
and to Joſeph by two Angels, to the Shep- 
herds by a Moltitude of the Heavenly Hoſt, 
tothe Wile -men.by a Prophecy and: by a 
Star, tothe Jews by the Shepherds, to the 
'Gentsles by the three Wiſe: men, to Herod 
v the Dottors of the Law, and to him- 
ſelf perfectly known by the inchaſing his 
humane nature in the boſom and heart of 
.God;& by the fulneſs of the Spirit of God, 
was -yet-pleaſed for 30. Years together to 
I:ve an. humble,a Jaborious,a chaſte & a de- 
vout, aregularand an even, a wiſe and an 
exemplar.a pidus and an obfcure Iife,with- 
out complaint, without ſin, without gefgp 
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ur MW - of fame; or-grandeur of ſpirit; till the titne 
of MY came that the'clefts of the rotk:were:to-0 
!, Wl p<n,and theDiamond giye irs luſtre,and be 
ie MW worn in the Diadems- of Kings, :and then 
of MW this Perſon was wholly admirable ;- for he 


was uſhered into the World by the voice of 
2 loud Crier in the Wilderneſs,a.Perſon.au- 
ſtere and wiſe, of a ſtrange life, full of ho« 
s MW lineſs and full of hardneſs,and a great Prea-s/ 
s WM cher of righteouſneſs, a Man believed. by 
- all the People that he came from God,' one 
f MW who in his own Nation gathered Diſciples 
1  publickly,and (which amongſt them was a 
. W greatimatter) he was the DoQor of anew. 
inſtitution, & baptized all the'/Country,yet 
, WW this man fo great, fo rever*d, ſo followed,ſo; 
, WW liſtfied to by King and People, by DoCtors. 
/ WM and by idents, by Phariſees and Sadducees, 
this man preachedJeſus to thePeople,poin- 
ted out the Lamb of God, told that he 
muſt increaſe, -and himſelf from all that 
fame muſt retire to give him place ; he re- 
ceiy*d him toBaptilm after having with du- 
ty and modeſty declared his own unworthi- 
neſs to give,but rather a worthineſs to-re- 
cetveBaptiſm from the holy hands of Jeſus; 
but at the folemnity God ſent down the 
holy Spirit upon his holy Son, and: by a 
voice 


. 


voice from Heaven,a voice of thunger(and- 
Godwas in:thart voice ) declared. that this 
was his-Son, and that he was delighted in 
kim, Fhis voice from Heaven was ſoch, fo 
evident, fo certain a convitionof what it 
did-intend to-prove, ſo known and accep- 
ted'as the way of Divine revelation under 
the ſecond Temple, that at that time every 
- Man that deſired a ſign honeſtly, would 
'. have heenſatisfied with fach a voice ; It be= 
- . Ingtheteſtimony by which God made all 
extraordinaries to be credible to his Peo- 
ple from the days of Ezra, tothe death of 
the Nation ; and that there. was ſuch a 
voice, not only then, bur divers times after, 
was as certain, & made as evident as things 
of that nature can ordinarily be made. For 
ic being a matter of faCt, cannot be ſnppo- 
Fd imfnite, but limited totime and place, 
heard by a certam number of perfons, and 
was aga clap of Thunder upon ordinary 
accounts, which could be heard but bythofe 
who were within the ſphere -of its own 
attivity z and reported by thoſe to others, 
 Whoare to give teſtimony as teſtimonies 
are required, which are credible under the 
teſt of two'or three diſintereſted, honeſt, 
and true Men, and though this was done: 
in 
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inthe preferico of more, and oftnev tham © 
once, yet-it | was/a divine teſtimqny but av — 
firft;/ but 1s to-be conveyed: by the meansot 
Men 3- and as 'Godthundred:/from Heaven 
at the giving oftheLaw,though that he did 
ſo, we have notice only fromthe Books of 
Moſes received from the Few:ſh Nation; to 
hedid in thedays of the Bapr:f, and fo he 
did to Perer, Fames, and Fob, andfo he 
diditvthe prefence of the Phariſees and ma» 
ny of the common People ; and as it is not; 
to be ſuppoſed that all theſe would joy 
their divided intereſts,for & again them« 
ſelves for the verification of a lye,ſo i they 
would have done ic, they.conld not-haye 
done It without reproof of their own: pars 
ties, who would have been glad: by the dil» 
covery olly to diſgracethe whole ftory's 
but if the report of honeſt and juſt mens. 
Cy may bequeſtivned for:matter of 
tact, or may not be accounted fufficient to 
make fatch when there is uo prerence of 
Men to the contrary, befides that we caw 
have no ſtory tranfmitred to us, nor Re- 
cords kept,no atts of Courts, no narratives 
ofthe days of old, notradigions of our Fa- 
thers ; fo there.could not. bt teft in nature 
20y ufual inſtrument whereby God _ 

| after 
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. all Meſſengers would be needlefs, becauſe 
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after the manner of Men declare his- own 


 'willto us-buteither we ſhould never know i 
- thewillof Heaven upon earth, -or it muſt Ml þ; 


bethat God muſt not only tell it 'once but i «: 
elways,and not only always to ſome men, but Wl 
"always te all men;, and then as there would il t: 
be no uſe-of Hiſtory, -or :the honeſty of il © 
Men, and their faithfulneſs in telting-any Wl F 
act of God in declaration of his will; ſ0 i h 
there would be. perpetnal neceſlity of mi- W y 
racles,and we could not ferve God direttly ll {| 
with ovr underſtanding, for there would If 13 
beno ſuch thing as faith, that is, of aſſent Ml þ 
wathout rontiefion of underſtanding, and il & 
we:could not pleaſe God with believing, Ml d 


- becauſe there-wouldbe in it nothingof the Il x 


will, nothing of love'and choice; and that Ml f 
faith whichis, would be like that of The- 
2144,to believe what we ſee or hear, & God 
ſhould'not at all govern upon Earth unlefs 
he did continually come himfelf : for thns, 
al}Government, all Teachers,all Apoſtles, 


they could not ſhew to the eye what they 
told tothe cars of Men; And it might as 
well be disbelieved in all Courts and by all 
Princes, that this was not the letter of 2 
Prince, or the aCtof a Man, or the wri- 
ting 


the Chrifts an Religion. w6y © 
ring of 'his/hand, and ſo'alF himane enters 
cqurſe mult ceaſe, and all ſenſes but the 
beyſcleſs as to this affair, or el{e'tot 
ti ear all voices muſt be ſtrangers but the 
Wl principal; if I fay, no reports ' ſhall'make 
d WW faith : But it is.certain, that when'theſe voi- 
' Wl ces were ſent from Heaven and heayd npon 
y Wl Farth,''they prevailed among many that 
0 i heard them nor, and Diſciples-were multi- 
- Wl plicd upon ſuch accounts,or elfe it mult be 
5 Wl that none that did hear them could be be- 
4 Wl lieved 'by any of their friends and'neighs 
WW bours; for if they were, the voice was as 
( Wl effective atthe reflex and rebound av in' the - 
; 
: 
z 


diret' emiſſion; and could- prevail with 
them that believed their brother or* theie 
friend, as certainly as with them that be- 
lieved their own ears and eyes. 
I need not ſpeak of the vaſt nymbers of 
miracles which he wrought;zmiracles which 
were not more demonſtrations of hispower 
than of his mercy ; for they had nothing of 
pompouſneſs and oſtentation, but infinitely 
of charity and mercy, and that” permanent 
\ I and lafting and often: he opened the eyes 
I of the blind, he made the crooked ſtraight, 
' I he made the weak ſtrong, he cured fevers 
with thetonch of his hand, and an = - 

ou 
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_ me:den,. the 4 ra ſon-of Nain, 
HARATHS, and caſt out Devils by the 
ITY his mouth, which he could. neyer 
Sobyrby by.ahe Power of. God-,. For Satay 
caſt out Satan, .nora houſe -bgh 
ach i ſelf, if ic means'to;ſtapd, long, 
and the Devil cayld not belp Jeſus, be- 
. cauſe the holy Jeſus taught Men rertue, 
£aVed them from the worſhipping Devils, 
Soghe 6h em to refit the Deyatio lay aid; 
abominable idolatries bpwbich the 
Devildoth rule; in the hearts, QUE. 
taught. men to love God, tofly from gem- 
Ptations to ſing. to hate and avoid all thoſ 
things 'of which the Devil is guilty, for 
Chriſtianity forbids DN Brent yanalice, Iy- 
ing,and. yet affirm Devil is proud, 
exvigus,malicious; and the Father of lies; 
and therefore where ever Chriſtianity pre- 
vails,the Devil is not worſhipped, & there- 
fore he: that can. think that a man without 
the power of God could over-turnthe De- 
oaleb oy pin bat: croſs his deſigns, weaken his 
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him and ture him out, of poſſeſſion, and 
web O00 50s own mouth 6 inſt him- 
ſelf as he w_ 0 __ voofela- ume a en 
gquered by us 4nd tormented, - as the'Q- 
racle did to Ang uſt 14 Ceſar, and the'Devil 
elt;he I fay,that thinks a meer 
man can dothis,. knows not the weakneſſes 
of a matznor-the power of anAngel ; but be 
thatthipks this could be dane by.compat, 
and by conſent of theDevil,muſt think him 
to be anIntelligencewithout underſtandingy 
2 power without-force, a fool-and a ſat to. 
aſſt a power againſt himſelf, and to-per- 
{acute the power he did aſliſt, to ſtir up'/the 
World to deſtroy the Chriſtians, whoſe 
Maſter and Lord he did affiſt to deſtroy 
himſelf; and when we read that Porphyrizs 
an Heathen, a profeſſed enemy to Chriſti» 
anlty, did ſay, In;# Tigoptive , 
Tis 3860s Syporias nperdias 5x. Evleb. Iib.) 5,.c, 
y76de, that fince Jeſus was *- P&P. Evang, 
worſhipped, the gods could 
help no man, that is, the gods which they 
worfhipped z the poor baffled enervated 
Dzmons: He muſt either think that the 
Devils are as fooliſh as they are weak, or 
elſe that they did nothing towards this de- 
clination -of their power ; and ibegeoee 
at 
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x68 4 Diſcourſe concerning 
that they: ſuffer it by a power higher © that 
themſeſbes, 'that is; by the oe. of- God 
inthe hand of Jeſus.» --- 89-21; lis) 
+ But befides that God: gave teſtimony 
from heaven concerning him; he alſo gaye 
this teſtimony of himſelf ro have cometrom 
God, "becauſe that he did Gods will; for 
he that isa good man and lives by the Lays 
of G64 ant of his Nation, a Tife: innocent 
and finiple;prudentand-wiſe,holyand ſpor- 
leſs, unreproved and unſuſpected, he is 
certainly by all wiſe men ſaid in a- good 
ſenſe fo be the ſon of God, but he who does 
well and ſpeaks well; and calls all men to r 
glorifie and ſerve God, and ſerves no ends Wl n 
but of holineſs and charity,- of wiſdom of WM r: 
hearts and reformation of manners, this MW ti 
man carries great authority in-his ſayings, Wl tl 
. and ought to prevail with good men in Wl fe 
good things, for goodends, which is all MW al 
that is here required. - But his nature .was IU cc 
fo ſweet, his manners fo-humble, his words I L; 
ſo wiſe and compoſed, his comportment Il th 
ſo grave and winning, higanſwers ſo ſea- I th 
ſonable, his queſtions ſodeep, his reproof I F: 
ſoſevyere & charitable, his pity ſo great and I m: 
mercifnl, his preachingsſo fulliof reaſon © m: 
and holineſs, of.weight and authoricy, his WU w 
conver- 
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the Chriſtian Religion, 169 
converſation ſo uſeful and beneficent, his 
verty great but his alms frequent, his 
mily ſo holy and religious, his and their 
5 M imployment fo profitable, his meekneſs [o 
re Ml incomparable, his paſſions. withour diffe- 
m MW rence, ſave only where zeal or pity carried. 
or M him on to worthy and aþt expreſſions, a 
's MW perſon that never laughed, but ofren wept 
nt W ina ſenſe of the calamities of others; he 
t- MW loved every man and hated no man, he gave 
is MW counſel to the doubtful, and-inſtructed 
xl Wl the ignorant, he bound up the , broken 
es WI hearts, & INtrengrhened the feeble kyees,he 
to Wl relieved the poor, and converteeTthe ſin- 
ds MW ners,he deſpiſed none that came to him for 
of W relief,and as for thoſe that did not, he went 
is tothem 3 he took all occaſions: of mercy 
s, MW that were offered him, and went abroad 
in W for more ; he ſpent his days in Preaghlr 

ll WJ and healing, and his nights in Prayers a 
25 WW converſation with God, he was obedient to 
is Laws and ſubject to Princes, though he was 
it WW the Prince of Judea in right of his Mo- 
1- © ther, and of all the World 1n right of his 
ff Wl Father ; the People followed him, but he 
d I made no conventions, and when they were 
n | made, he ſuffered no tumults, when they 
s £8 would have made him a King he withorew 
| Im- 


"6 
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himſelf, when he knew they would put 


| _ gave anſwer to theirthoughts and preven- 


] 
. only by doing acts of mercy upon their : 
fi 
C 
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him todeath he offered himſelf; he knew 
mens hearts, and converſed ſecretly, and 


ted their queſtions ; he would work a- mi- 


racle rather than give offence, and yer ſuf- 
fer every- offence rather than ſee God his 
Father diſhonored;he exactly kept the Law 
of Moſes, to. which he came to put a pe- 
riod, and yet choſe to ſignihe his purpoſe 


Sabbath, doing nothing which they ſhould 

call a breach of a Commandment, but heal 

ing ſick people, a charity which themſelves My 
would-do to bealts, and yet they wereWj 
angry at him for doing it to their bre-Mqe 
thren : Inall his life,and in all his conver- 
fation with his Nation, he was innocent asMhis 
an Angel of light, and when by the great- 
neſs of his worth,and the ſeyerityof his do- 
Arine, and the charity of his miracles, and 
the noiſes of the people, and his immenſe 
fame in all that part of the World, and the 
multitnde of his diſciples, & the authority 
of his Sermons, and his free reproof of their 
hypocriſie, and his diſcovery of their falſe 
doQrines and weak traditions, he had 


branded the reputation of the vicious Ru- 
lers 


the Thriftian Religion. 171 
of the People,and they reſolved to put 


; 
' Wl him to death,they who had the biggeſt ma- 
| WY lice in the dS cher ap the weakeſt accuſa- 


tions, were forced to ſupply their want of 

articles againſt him by making truth to be 
- Wi his fanlt, and his office to be his crime 
s WH and his open confeſſion of what was aske 
" WW him to be his article of condemnation, and 
- Wl yet after all this they could not perſwade 
le the competent Judge to condemn him, or 
i WW to find him guilty of any fault, and there- 
1d WM fore they were forced to threaten him with. 
-BC2ſar's name, ' againſt whom then they 
would pretend him to be an enemy, though 
in their chaege they neither proyed,nor in- 
deed laid it againſt him;and yet to whatſo- 
ver they objected he made no return, but 
his ſence and his innocence were remark- 
able and evident,without labour and reply, 
and needed no more argument than the'Sun 
eeds an advocate to prove that he is the 
drighteſt ſtar in the firmament. 

Well, fo it was, they crucified him, and 
when they did they did as much put out the 
el Wye of heaven as deſtroy the Son of God ; 
or when with an incomparable ſweetneſs, 
nd a patience exemplar to all ages of ſuf- 
rers, he endured affronts, examinations, 

; | F 3 {corns, 
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ſcorns,infolencies of rude —_— 
men, cruel whippings, injurious, unju 

and unreaſonable uſages from thoſe whom 
he obliged by all the arts of endearment 
and offers of the biggeſt kindneſs, at laſt 
he went to death as to the work which God 
appointed him that he migat become the 


Worlds ſacrifice, and the greatexample of | 


holineſs, and the inſtance of repreſenting 
by what way the World was to be made 
happy [even by ſufferings and ſo entring 
into heaven] that he might (I-ſay) become 
the Saviour of his Enemies, and the Elder 
Brother to his friends,and the Lord of Glo- 
ry,and the fountain of its emangtion. Then 
it was that God gave new teſtimonies ſrom 
Heaven; The Sun was eclipſed all the 
while he was upon the Croſs, and yet the 
Moon was 1 the full ; that 1s, he loſt his 
light, not becauſe any thing in nature did 
inveſt him, but becauſe the God of nature 
(as a Heathen at that very time confeſſed, 
who yet ſaw nothing of this ſad iniquity ) 
did ſuffer. The rocks did rend, the veil of 
the Temple divided of it ſelf and opened 
the incloſures, and diſparked the SanCtuae 
ry, and made It pervious to the Gentiles 
cye; the dead aroſe,and appeared in Jeru- 
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the Chriſtian Religion, 17} 
ſalemto their friends, the Centurion and 
divers of the People ſmote their hearts; 
and were by theſe ſtrange indications con- 
vinced that he was the Son of God. His 
garments were parted, and lots caſt upon 
his inward coat,they gave him vinegar and 
gall to drink,they brake not a bone of him, 


'Þ but they pierced his fide with a Spear, 


looking upon him whom they had pierced ; 
according to the Prophecies of him, which 
| were fo clear ard deſcended to minutes 
and circumſtances of his paſſion, that there 
was nothing left by which they could doubr 
whether this were he or no who was to 
| come into the World : But after all this, 


{ that all might be finally verified and no 


* fcruplelefr, after three days barial,a grear 


4 ſtone being rolled tothe face of the grave 


and the ſtone ſealed, and a Guard of Soul- 
| diers placed about it, he aroſe from the 
grave, and for forty days together conver- 
ſed with his followers & Diſciples,and be- 
yond all ſuſpicion was ſeen of 500. Bre- 
thren at once, which is a number too great 


to give their conſent and teſtimounytoa lye, 


and it being ſo publickly and confidently 
affirmed at the very time it was done, and 


for ever after urged by all Chriſtians, uſed 
& as: 


RY 


174 ÞA Diſcourſe concerning 


as the moſt mighty demonſtration, proclai- 
med, preachey, talked of, even upbraided 
to the gain-ſayers, affirmed by eye-witneſ- 
ſes; perſwaded to the kindred and friends 
and. the relatives and companions of all 
thoſe 500.perſons who were eye-witneſſes, 
it is infinitly removed from a reaſonable 
ſuſpicion; and at the end of thoſe days 
 wastaken up into Heaven in the ſight of 
many of them, as E1: as was in the preſence 
of Eliſha. 

Now he of whom all theſe things are 
true,muſt needs be more than a meer man, 
and that they were true was affirmed by 
very many eye-witneſſes,Men who were in- 
nocent, plain men,men that had no bad ends 
to ſerve, men that looked for no prefer- 
ment by the thing in this life; Men to 
whom their Maſter told they were to expe 
not Crowns and Scepters, not praiſe of 
men or wciltiy poilefſions, not power and 
caſe, but a voluntary caſting away care and 
attendance upon ſecular affairs that they 
might attend their Miniſtery ; poverty and 
priſons, trouble and vexation, perſecuti- 
on and labour, whippings and baniſhment, 
bonds and death, & for a reward they mult 
ſtay till a good day came, but that was not 
to 


| 
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the Chriſtian Religion. 
to be at all in this World ; and when the 
day of reſtitution and recompence ſhould 
come, they ſhould never know till ic came, 
but upon the hope of this and the faith of 
Jeſus, and the word of God fo taught, fo 
conſigned, they muſt rely wholly and for 
ever. Now let it be conſidered, how could 
matters of fact be proved better ? and hoy 
could this be any thing but ſuch as to rely 
upon matters of fact ? what greater ccr- 
tainty can we have of any thing that was 
ever done which we ſaw not, or heard not, 
but by the report of wiſe and honeſt per- 
ſons ? eſpecially ſince they were ſuch whol? 
life and breeding wes fo far from ambition 
and pompouſneſs, that as they could ret 
naturally and reaſonably hope for any great 
number ofProſelytes,ſo the famethar could 
be hop*d for amongſt them, as it muſt be a 
niatter of their own procuring, and conſe» 
quently uncertain, ſo it muſt needs be very 
inconſiderable,not ft to outweigh the dan- 
gerand the loſs, nor yet at all yaluable by 
them whoſe education and pretences were 
againſt ic ? Theſe we have plentifally. But 
if theſe Men are numerous and unired, it 
is more. Then we have more; For ſo 
many did afirm theſe things which they 
. I. 4. ſaw- 
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{aw and heard, that Thouſands of People 


were convinced of the truth of them ; But 


then if theſe men offer their oath, it is yet 
more, but yet not ſo mich as we have, tor 
they ſealed thoſe things with their bloud; 
they gave their life for a teſtimony ; and 


what reward can any man expect, if hegives Þ 
his life for a Iye ? who ſhall make him re- Þ 


 compence, or what can tempt him to do it 
knowingly ? But after all, it is to be re- 
membred, that as God hates lying, ſo he 
hates incredulity ; as we mult not believe 
a lye, ſo neither ſtop up our eyes and ears 
- 2gainſt truth; and what we doevery mi- 


nute of our lives in matters of little and of |: 


great concernment, if we refuſe to do in 
our Religion which yet is to be conducted 
as other humane affairs are, by humane in- 
ſtruments and arguments of perſwaſion 
proper to the nature of the thing, it is an 
obſtinacy that is as contrary to humane 
re :ſon as 1t is to Divine faith. 

* Theſe things relate to the perfor of the 
holy Feſus,and prove ſufficiently that it was 
extraordinary, that It was divine, that God 
r.45 with him, that his power wrought in 
him; and therefore that it was his will 


which Jeſus taught, and God ſigned. But , 


then 
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the Chriſtian Religion. TF - 
then if nothing of all this had been, yet 
even the doctrine it ſelf: proves it {elf Di- 
vine and to'come-from God. 

For it is-a Doctrine perfetive of hu-- 
mane nature, that teaches us to love God- 
and to love one another,to hurt no man,and: 
to do good to every man, it: propines to us: 
the nobleſt, the higheſt, & the braveſt plea- 
ſures of the World ;: the joys of charity, 
the reſt of innocence, the peace of quiet 
ſpirits, the wealth of beneficence,and for- 
bids us only to be beaſts and to be Devils; 
it allows all that God and nature intended, 
and only reſtrains the excreſcencies of- nz- 
ture,and forbids us-to take pleaſure in that. 
which is the only entertainment of Devils, 
in murders-and revenges, malice and ſpite-- 
ful words and actions ; it permits corporal: 
pleaſures where they can beſt miniſter to- 
health and ſocieties, to converſation of fa-- 
milies and honour of Communities; it'tea-- 
ches men to keep their words: that:them-: 
ſelves may be ſecured in all their juſt inter- 
eſts, and to do gcod to others that good 
may be done to them ; it forbids biting one 
another that we maynot be devour?dby one 
another; and commands obedience to fipe-- 
riours,that we may not be ruined. in confit-- 
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ſions ; it combines Governments, and con- 
firms all good Laws, and makes peace, and 
oppoſes and prevents. Wars where the 

are not juſt, and where they are not neceſ- 
fary. Itisa Religion that is life and ſpi- 
rit, not conſiſting in ceremonies and exter- 
nal amuſements, but in the ſervices of the 
heart, and the real fruit of lips and hands, 
that is, of good words and good deeds ; it 
bids us to do that to God which is agree- 
able to his excellencies, that is,worſhip him 
with the beſt things we have, and make all 
things elſe minilter to it ; it bids us to do 
that to our neighbour, by which he may be 
better : it is the perfeCtion of the natural 
Law, and agreeable to our natural neceſſi- 
ties,and promotes our natural ends and de- 
ſigns : it does not deſtroy reaſon, but in- 
ſtructs it in very many things, and complies 
with it in all, it hath in it both heat and 
light, and 1s not more effectual than ir is 
beauteous ; It promiſes every thing that 
we can defire,and yet promiſes nothing but 
what it does effect ; it proclaims war a- 
g4inſt all vices, & generally does command 
every vertue z It teaches us witheaſe to 
mortifie thoſe affections which reaſon durſt 
ſcarce reprove.,becauſe ſhe hath notſtrength 
enough 
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enough to conquer, and It does create in 
us thoſe vertues which reaſon ' of her ſelf. 
never knew,and after theyare known,could 
never approve ſufficiently : it is a doQtrine 
in which nothing is ſuperfluous or burden- 
ſome, nor yet is there any thing wanting... 
which can procure happineſs to Mankind, 
or by which Gog can be glorified : and if 
wifdom,and mercy,and jultice, and fimpli- 
city,and holineſs, & puriry,and meekneſs, 
and contentedneſs, and charity, be images 
of God and rays-of Divinity, then that 
Doctrine in which all theſe ſhine fo glo- 
riouſly, .and in which nothing elſe is ingre- 
dient muſt needs be from God ; and that 
all this is true in the Doctrine of Jeſus 
needs no other probation but the reading 
the words. 

For that the words of Jeſns-are contain- 
ed in the Goſpels, that is,in the writings of 
them who were eye-witneſſes and ear-wit- 
nelles of the aCtions and Sermons of Jeſus, . 
1snot at all to be doubted; for in every ſect 
we believe their own records of Doctrine 
and inſtitution; for it is madneſs to ſap- 
poſe theChriſtians to pretend to be ſervants 
of the Laws of Jeſus, and-yet to make a 
Law of theic own which he: made not : no 

ran: * 
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man doubts but that the Alcorar is the 
Law of ahomet, that the old Teſtament 
contains the Religion of the Fews ; and the 
authority of theſe Books js proved by all 
the arguments of the Religion, for all the 
arguments perſwading to the Religion are 
. Intended to prove no other than is contain- 
..ed in thoſe Books ; and theſe having been 
for 1500. years and more, received abſo- 
lutely. by all Chriſttan Aſſembles, if any 
man ſhall offer to make a queſtion of their 
authority, he muſt declare his reaſons, for 
the Diſciples of the Religion: have ſufh- 
cient preſumption, ſecurity and poſleſlion, 
till they can -be reaſonably diſturb?d ; but 
that now they can never be 1s infinitely cer- 
rain, becauſe we have a long, immemor1al, 
univerſal tradition that theſe Books were 
written 1n thoſe times, by thoſe men whoſe 
Names they bear, they were accepted by 
all Churches at the very firſt notice, ex- 
cept ſome few of the later, which were firſt 
received by ſome Churches, and then con- 
{ented to byall,theywere acknowledged by 
the ſame, -and by the next age for genu- 
ine, their authority publiſhed, their words | 
cited, appeals made to them-in all queſti- 
15 of Religion, becauſe it was known and | 
confeſſed | 
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confeſſed that they wrote nothing but that 
they knew,ſfo that they were not deceived; 
and to ſay they would lie muſt be made to 
appear by ſomething extrinfecal to this in- 
quiry,, and was never ſo mnch as plauſibly 
pretended by any Adverfaries,and it being 
a matter of another mans will, muſt be de- 
clared by aCtions,or not at all. Bur beſides 
the men that wrote them were to be be- 
lieved becauſe they did Miracles, they 
wrote Prophecies, which are verified by 
the event, perſons were curedat their Se- 
ulchres,a thing {o famous that it was con- 
efſed even by the enemies of the Religt- 
on: and after all, that which the World 
ought to rely upon, 1s the wiſdom and the 
providence and the goodneſs of God ; all 
which it concerned to take care that the 
Religion, which himſelf ſo adorned and 
proved bymiracles-and mighty ſigns, ſhould 
not be loſt, nor any falſe writings be obtru» 
ded in ſtead of true, leſt without our fault 
the will of God become impoſlible to be 0- 
beyed.But to return to the thing. All thoſe 
excellent things which ſingly did make fa- 
mous ſo many ſects of Philoſophers,and re- 
marked ſo many Princes of their ſeCts, all 
them united, and many more which their 
eyes. 
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eyes Suu Te yux]egidoy derk and dim could 
not ſee, are heaped together in this ſyſtem 


of wiſdom and holineſs. Here are plain 
precepts full of: deepeſt myſtery ; here are 


the meaſures of holineſs and approaches to _ 


God deſcrib*d; obedience and conformi- 


ty, mortification of.the body, and elevati- 


ons of the ſpirit, abſtractions from earth, 
and Arts of ſociety and union with hea- 
ven,deprees of excellencies,and tendencies 
to perfection, imitations of God, and con- 
verſations with him ; theſe are the heights 
and deſcents,upon the plain grounds of na- 
tural reaſon, and natural religion, for there 
is nothing commanded but what our rea- 


ſon by nature ought to chuſe, and yet no-: 


thing of natural reaſon taught but what is 
heightned and made more perfect by the 


Spirit of God ; and when there is any thing. 


in the Religion that 1s againſt fleſh and 


bloud, it 1s only when fleſh and bloud is a-- 


gainſt us,and againſt reaſon,when fleſh and 
bloud either would hinder us from great 
felicity,or bring us into great miſery : To 
conclude,it 1s fuch a Law,that nothing can 
hinder men to receive and entertain, but 
a pertinacious baſeneſs & love to vice, and 
One Can Tecelve 1t but thoſe who reſolve 
[0 
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to be good and excellent ; and if the holy 
Jeſus had come into the World with leſs: 
ſplendor of power and mighty demonſtra- | 
tions, yet even the excellency of what he 
taught, makes him alone fit to be the Ma- 
ſer of the World. 

But then let us conſider what this excel- 
lent perſon did effeft, and with what in- 
ſtruments he brought 1ſo great things to 
paſs. He was to pur a period to the Rites 
* of Moſes,and the Religion of the Temple, 
{4 of which the Fews were zealous even unto 
pertinacy; to reform the manners of all 
Mankind, to confound the wiſdom of the 
Greeks, to break in pieces the power of 
the Devil,to deſtroythe worſhip of all falſe 
Gods, to pull down their Oracles, and 
change their Laws,and by Ln wiſe 
and holy to reform the falſe diſcourſes of 
the World. But ſee what was to be taught, 
A Trinity in the Unity of the God-head, 
Teia vv x) £1 Tpiaythat is the Chriſtian Arith- 
metick, Three are one and one are three, 
fo Lucian in his Philopatris, or ſome other 
derides the Chriſtian Doctrine ; See their 
Philoſophy,Ex nihilo nihil fir. No: Ex nihilo 
omnia,all things are made of nothing z and 
a Man God and a God Man, the fame _ 

on 
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ſonfinite and infinite, born in time, and yet 
from all eternity, the Son of God, bur yet 
born of a Woman, and ſhe a Maid, but yet 
a Mother ; refurreRtion of the dead, re- 
union of ſoul and: bedy ;. this was part of 
the Chriſtian Phyſicks or their natural Phi- 
lofophy.But then certainly their moral was 
eaſie and delicious. It js ſo indeed, but 
not to fleſh and bleud, whoſe appetites it 
pretends to regulate or to deſtroy, to re- 
{train or elſe to mortifie : faſting and pe- 
nance,and humility,loving our enemies, reſti- 
tution of injuries,and ſelf-denial, and taking 
up the Croſs,and loſing all our goods, and g1- 


ving our life for Jeſus :. Asthe other was F 


hard to believe,ſo this 1s as hard to do. But 
for whom and under whoſe conduct was all 
this to be believed, and all this to be done, 
and all this to be ſuffered ? ſurely for ſome 
glorious and mighty Prince, whoſe ſplen- 


.dor as far out-ſhines the Roman Empire as 


the jewels ofClzopatra out-ſhined the ſwad- 
ling:clothes of the. Babe at Bethlehem, No, 


+ jt was not ſo neither. For all this was 


for Jeſus whom his followers preached ; a 
poor Babe born 1n a ſtable, the ſon of aCar- 
penter,cradled 1n a cratch, {wadled in poor 
clouts ; 1t was for him whom they indeed 


cali'd. 
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call\d a God, but yet whom all the World 
knew,and-they themſelves faid, was whip*d 


the malice of the Fews his Conntrymen, 
and the power of his Roman Lords, a cheap 
and a pitiful ſacrifice without beauty and 
without fplendor. The deſign is great, but 
does not yet feem poſlible; Bur therefore 
let us fee what inſtruments the Holy Jeſus 
choſe to gfect theſe fo mighty changes, to 
perſwad&fo many propoſitions, to endear 
ſo great ſufferings, to overcome ſo great 
enemies, to maſter ſo many impoſlibilities 
which +6z5-DoCtrine and thu Law from this 
Maſter were ſure to meet withal. 

Here, here it is that the Divinity of the 
power 1s proclaimed. When a Man goes 
to war he raiſes as great an Army as he can 
to out-number his Enemy, but when God 
hghts, three hundred men that lap like a 
dogg are ſuffictent z nay one word can diſ- 
folve the greateſt army. He that means to 
effect any thing muſt have means of his 
own: proportionable, and H they be not, 
he muſt fail, or derive them from the mjgh- 
ty.See then with what inſtruments the holy 
Jetus ſets upon this great reformation of 
the world. Twelve men of obſcure and poor 

birth,, 


is; 


at a Poſt, nailed to a Croſs; he fell under - 
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birth, of contemptible Trades and quatity, 
without learning, without breeding ; theſe Wl th 
men were ſent into the midſt of a know- lt C: 
ing and wiſe World to diſpute with the 
molt famousPhiloſophers of Greece,to out- 
wit all the learning of Athens, to out-preach 
- all the Roman Orators ; to introduce into a 
newly ſetledEmpire,which would be impa- F 
tient of novelties and change,ſuch a change Þ 
as muſt deſtroy all their Temples, or re- I 1 
move thence all their gods : againſt which 
change all the zeal of the World, and all 
the paſſions, and all the. ſeeming pretences 
which they could make, muſt needs be vio- 
lently oppoſed : a change that introduced 
new Laws,and cauſed them to reverſe the 
old, to change that Religion under which 
their Fathers long did proſper, and under 
which the Roman Empire obtained fo great 
a grandeur, for aReligion which in appear- 
ance was filly and humble, meek and peace- 
able, not apt indeed to do harm, but expo- 
ſing men to all the harm in:the world,abate- 
ing their courage, blunting their ſwords, 
teaching peace & unaCctiveneſs,and making 
the Souldiers arms in a manner uſeleſs, ard 
untying their military girdle; a Religion. | 
which contradicted their reaſons of _ I : 

an 
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and erected new Judicatories, and made *' 
the Roman Courts to be ſilent and without 
Cauſes; a Religion hat gave countenance 
to the poor and pitiful (but in a time when 
riches were adored,and ambition eſteemed 
the greateſt nobleneſs, & pleaſure thought 
to be the chietelt good ) it brought no pe- 


| culiar bleſling to the rich or mighty, un- 
| leſs they would become poor and humble 


in ſome real ſenſe or other ;a Religion that 
would change the face of things,and would 
alfo pierce into the ſecrets of the ſoul, and 


$ unravel all the intrigues of hearts, and re- 


form all evil manners, and break vile ha- 
bits into gentleneſs and counſel : that ſuch 


z a Religion in ſuch a time, preached by ſuch 
; mean perſons,ſhould triumph over the Phi- 


— 


loſophy of the World, and the arguments 
of the ſubtle, and the Sermons of the elo- 
quent,and the power of Princes,and the 1n- 
tereſt of States, and the inclinations of na- 


7 ture,and the blindneſs of zeal, and the force 
q of cuſtom,and the pleaſures of ſin, and the 


buſie Arts of the Devil,that is,againſt wit, 


x 2nd power, and money, and Religion, and 
$ wiltulneſs,and fame,and Empire, which are 


all the things in the World that can make 


a thing impoſlible ; this I ſay could not = 
| J 
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by the proper force of ſuch inſtruments; 
for no Man can ſpanHeaven with anInfanty 
palm, nor govern wife Empires with Dia- 
grams. It were impudence to-ſend a foot- 
man to command Ceſar to lay down his 
arms,to disband his legions, & throw him- 
felf intoTyber,or keep aTavern next toPom- 


peys TI heatre ; but if a fober man ſhall ſtand 


alone unarm*d,undefended,or unprovided, 


and ſhall tell that he will make theSun ſtand 


ſtill, or remove a Mountain,or reduce Xer- 


xes his Army to the ſcantling of a ſingle 
Troop, he that believes he will and can do 
this, muſt believe he does it by a higher po- 
wer than he can yet perceive, and ſo it was 
1m the preſent tranſation. For that the 
_ Jeſus made inviſible powers to do him 
viſible honors,that his Apoſtles hunted the 
Dzmons from their Tripods, their Navels, 
their Dens, their hollow Pipes, their Tem- 
ples,and their Altars, that he made the O- 
racles ſilent, as Lucian, Porphyrie, Celſw, 
and other Heathens confeſs ; that againlt 
the order of new things, which let them be 
never ſo profitable or good,do yet ſuffer re- 
proach,and cannot prevail unleſs theycom- 
mence 1n a time of advantage and favour, 


yet that this ſhould flouriſh like the Palm Þ 


by 
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by preſſure, grow glorious by oppoſition, 
thrive by periecution, and was demonſtra- 
ted by objections, argues a higher cauſe 
than the immediate in{trument ; now how 
this higher cauſe did intervene is viſible 
and notorious : theApoltles were not lear- 
ned, but the holy Jeſus promiſed that he 
would ſend down wiſdom trom above;from 
the Father of ſpirits ; they had no power, 
but they ſhould be inveſted with power 
from on high ; they were zgnorant and timo- 
rows, but he would make them learned and 
confident, and ſo he did : he promiſed that 
ina few days he would ſend the holy Ghoſt 
upon them, 6 he did ſo,after ten days they 
felt and ſaw a glorious immiſſion from hea- 
ven, lights of movablefire ſitting upon their 
heads, and that light did il]luminate their 
hearts, and the mighty ruſhing wind inſpi- 
red them with a power of ſpeaking divers 
languages,& brought to their remembran- 
cesall that Jeſus did and taught, and made 
them wiſe to conduct ſouls, and bold to 
venture,and prudent to advice,and power- 
fulto do miracles, and witty to convince 
gain-ſayers, and hugely inſtructed in the 
Scriptures, and gave them the ſpirit of Go- 
vernment.,and the ſpirit of Prophecy. This 
thing 
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thing was ſo publick that at the firſt no- 
tice of it three thouſand ſouls were conver- Þ wi 
ted on that very dey,at the very time when th 
it was done , for it was certainly a viſible Mw 
demonſtration of an inviſible power, that vi! 
ignorant perſons who were never taught, Mma 
ſhould in an inſtant ſpeak all the Languages Mto 
| of the Roman Empire; and indeed this Man 
thing was ſo neceſlary to be ſo, and ſo cer- Eto 
tain that it was ſo,ſo publick & ſo evident, {the 
and ſo reaſonable, & 1o uſeful;that it is not To 
eaſie to ſay whether it was the indication KWto : 
of a greater power, or a greater wiſdom ; Fon: 
and now the means was proportionable c- Mdez 
nough to the biggeſt end ; without learning {bur 
they could not confute the learned World; | 
but therefore God became their Teacher: þ 
without power they could not break the 
Devils violence, but therefore God gave | 
them power ; without courage they could 
not conteſt againſt all the violence of the Þ 
Jews and Gentiles, but therefore God was ÞÞ* 
their ſtrength and gave them fortitude; 
without great caution and providence they | 
could not avoid the traps of craftyPerſecu- | 
tors,but therefore God gave them caution, | 
and made rhem provident, and as Beſalee! 
and Aboliab received the ſpirit of Gon, the | 
prit 
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ſpirit of underſtanding to enable them to 
work excellently in the T abernacle,ſo had 
the Apoſtles to make them wiſe for the 
work of God and the Miniſteries of his Di- 
viner Tabernacle, which God pitched, not 
man, Immediately upon this, the Apoſtles 
to make a fulneſs of demonſtration and 
s an undeniable conviction gave the ſpirit 
to others alſo, to Fews and Gentiles and to 
the Menof Samaria, and they ſpake with 
Tongues and propheſied,then theypreached 
to all Nations, and endured all perſecuti- 
ons and cured all diſeaſes, and raiſed the 
dead to life, and were brought before Tri- 
dunals,and confeſſed theName of Teſus,and 
Kconvinced the blaſphemous Jews out of 
their own Prophets,and not only prevailed 
upon Women and weak Men, hut even upon 
he braveſt and wiſeſt. All the diſciples of 
$7ohn the Baptiff, the Nazarens and Ebio- 
nites, Nicodemw and Joſeph of Arimathea, 
Bergin the Preſident, Dionyſins an Athe- 
man FTudge,and Polycarpm,Fuſtinus and Tre- 
"; neg” Hens andOrzgen,Tertullian and 
Clemens of Alexandria, who could not be 
; uch fools as upon a matter -not certainly 
rue but probably falſe, to unravel their for- 
Mer principles, and to change their _— 
or 
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' for aPriſon,wealth for poverty, honor for 
diſreputation, lite for death, if by fuch ex-W 
. Change they had not been ſecured of truth ;1 
and holineſs and the will of God. K 
But above all theſe was Sal, a bold and Wl ; 
a witty, a zealous and learned young man, W x 
who going with Letters to perſecute the 
Chriſtians of Damaſcus, was by alight fron ,, 
Heaven called from his furious march, re-} q, 
proved by God*s Angel for perſecuting the Wl 1 
cauſe of Jeſus, was ſent to the City, bapti- fe 
zed by a Chriltian Miniſter, inſtructed and I yr 
ſent abroad, and he became the prodigy. ww 
of the World for learning and zeal, for M «cf 
preaching and writing, for labour and ſuf- IM + 
ferance, for government and wiſdom ;; he 
was admitted to ſee the holy Jeſus after the M : 
Lord was taken into Heaven, he was taken M Dj 
up into Paradiſe, he converſed with Angels, MW of 
he ſaw unſpeakable rayes of*glory, and I ſca 
beſides that himſelf ſaid it, who had no W 
reaſon tolie, who would get nothing by it 
here but a conjugation of troubles, and 
who ſhould get nothing by it hereafter if it 
were falſe ; beſides this I ſay, that he did 
all thoſe acts of zeal and obedience for the 
promotion of the Religion does demon- 


ſtrate he-had reaſon extraordiaary for ſo 
ſudden 
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ſudden a change, fo ſtrange a labour, ſo 
frequent and incomparable ſufferings : and 
therefore as hedid & Tuffered fo much up- 
on ſuch glorious motives, fo'he fpared nor 
to publith It to all the world, he (Hake It to 
Kings and Princes, he told it to the-envi- 
ous Jews ; he had partners of his journey 
who were witneſſes of the miraculous acci- 
dent, and in his publication he urged the 
notoriouſneſs of the fact, as a thing nor 
feigned, not private, but done at noon day 
under the I eit of competent perſons, and it 
was a thing that proved it ſelf, for it was 
effective of a preſent, a great, and a perma- 
nent Change. 

But now it 1s no new wonder but a pur- 
ſuanceof the ſame conjugation of great and 
Divine things, that the Fame and Religion 
of Jeſus was with ſo incredible a ſwiftneſs 
{ſcattered over the face of the habitable 
World, from one end of the earth unto the 
other ; it filled all Aſia immediately,it paſ- 
ſed preſently to Exrope, and to the furtheſt 
Africans,and all the way it went it told no- 
thing but an holy and an humble ſtory,that 
he who came to bring it into the world,di- 
ed an ignominious death, and yet this death 
didnot takeaway their courage, but added 
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much : for they could not fear death: for 

that Maſter, whom they knew'to have for 

their ſakes ſuffered death, and came to 

life again. But now infinite numbers of 
perſons of all ſexes, and all ages, and al| 

Countries came 1n to the Holy Crucifix,and 
he that was crucified in the reign of 7ibe- 
711, Was in the time of Nero, even jn Rome iff | 
it ſelf, & in Nero's family by many-perſons Ml . 
eſteen!t'd fora God ; and it was upon pub- IM | 
lick record that he was ſo acknowledged; IM , 
and this was by a Chriſtian, Juſtin Martyr, MI ( 
 « 

£ 


urged to the Senate, and to the Emperors 

themſelves, who it it had been otherwiſe 

could eaſily have confuted the bold allega- r 
tion of the Chriſtian, who yet did die for if + 
that Jeſus who was ſo ſpeedily reputed for 
a God; the Croſs was worn upon breaſts, 
printed in the air, drawn upon fore-heads, | 
carried on banners, put upon crowns In- 
perial ; and yet the Chriſtians were ſought 
for to puniſhments, and exquiſite puniih- 
ments ſought forth for them ; their goods 
were confiſcate, their names odious, pri- 
ſons were their houſes,and ſo many kinds of | 
tortures invented for them that Domitin | 
Ulpianm hath ſpent ſeven Books in deſcri- | 
- bingthe yariety of tortures the poor _ ; 

ian 
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ſtian was put to at his firſt appearing, and 
yet in deſpite of all this, and ten thouſand 
other objections and impoſſibilities, what- 
ſoever was for them made the Relizion 
grow, and whatſoever was againſt them 
made it grow ; if they had peace, the Reli- 
gion was proſperous,ifthey had perſecuti- 
on, it was {till proſperous : if Princes fa- 
vored them,the World came in becauſe the 
Chriſtians lived holily ; if Princes were in- 
cenſed, the World came in becauſe the 
Chriſtians died bravely. They ſought for 
death with greedineſs, they deſired to be 
grinded in the teeth of Lions, and with joy 
they beheld the wheels and the bended 
trees, the racks and the gibbets, the fires 
and the burning irons, which were like 
the chair of El:as to them, inſtruments to 
carry them to heaven, into the boſom of 
their beloved Jeſus. 

Who would not acknowledge the Divi- 
nity of this perſon,& the excellency of this 
inſtitution, that ſhould ſee Infants to weary 
the hands of Hangmen for the teſtimony 
of Jeſus? and wiſe men preach this doftrine 
for no other viſible reward, but ſhame 
and death, poverty and baniſhment ? and. 


F Hangmen converted by the bloud of Mar- 
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tyrs ſpringing upon their faces which their 
impious hands and cords have ſtrain'd 
through their fleſh ? who would not have 
confciled the honor of Jeſus, when he ſhould 
ſee miracles done at the Tombs of Martyrs, 
and Devils tremble at the mention of the 
name of Jeſus,& the World running to the 
honour of the poor Nazaren,and Kings and 
Queens kiſſing the feet of the poor ſer- 
vants of Jeſus ? Could a few Fiſhermen and 
a Publican effect all this for the ſon of a 
poor Maiden of Judea? can we ſuppoſ: 
all the World, or ſo great a part of Man- 
kind can conſent by chance, or ſuffer ſuch 
changes for nothing ? or for any thing lels 
than this ? T he ſon of the poor Maiden was 
the Son of God, and the Fiſhermen ſpake 
by a Divine ſpirit, and they catched the 
Woarld with holineſs & miracles,with wil- 
dom and power bigger than the ſtrength 
of all the Koman Legions. And what can be 
added to 2ll this,- but this thing alone to | 
prove the Divinity of Jeſus? He is a God, 
or at leaſt js taught by God who can fore- | 
tel future contingencies; and ſo did the 3 
holy Jeſus, and ſo did his Diſciples. 
Our bleſſed Lord while he was alive fore- 
told that after his death hisReligion ſhould 
flourith | 
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flouriſh more than when he was alive: He 
foretold Perſecutions to his Diſciples ; he 
foretold the miſſion of the holy Ghoſt ta 
beina very few days after his Aſcenſion, 
which within tendays came to paſs; he pro- 
pheſied that the fact of Mary Magdalen in 
anointing the head and feer of her Lord, 
{hould be publick and known as the Goſpel 
it ſelf,and ſpoken of in the ſame place ; he 
foretold the deſtruction of Feru/alem and 
the ſigns of its approach, and thar it ſhould 
be by War, :and particularly after the 
manner of Prophets ſymbolically, nan? 
the Nation ſhould do it; pointing out th2 
Roman Eagles, he foretold his death, an4 
the manner of it, and plainly before-han1 
publiſhed hisReſurreCtion,and told them is 
ſhould be”the ſign to that generation, viz. 


. the great argument to prove him to be the 


Chriſt,he prophefied that there ſhouldariſe 
falfe Chriits after him, and it came to paſs: 
to the extreme great calamity of the Na- 
tion ; and laſtly, he foretold that his belo- 
ved Diſciple S. Fohz ſhould tarry upon the 
earth till his coming again, that is, to his 
coming to Judgment upon Jeruſalem; and 
that his Religioa ſhould be preached to the 
Gentiles, that it ſhould be ſcattered over 
KR 3 all 
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all the World, 2nd be received by all Nati- 
ons, that it ſhould ſtay upon the face of the 
Earth till his laſt coming to judge all the 
world, and that :he&gates of hell ſhould not be 
zble to prevail againft his Church ; which 
Prophecie is made good thus long, till this 
day;and is as a continual argument to juſlti- 
fie the Divinity of the Author : The conti- 
nuance of the Religion helps to continue it, 
for it proves that 1t came from God, who 
foretold that it ſhould continue; and there- 
fore it muſt continue becauſe it came from 
God, and therefore it came from God be- 
cauſe it docs and ſhall for ever continue ac- 
cording to the word of the _ Jeſus. 

But after our bleſſed Lord was entred 
into glory,the diſciples alſo wereProphets; 
Arab foretold the dearth that was to be 
in the Roman Empire in the days of Clau- 
dirs Caſar,and that S. Paul ſhould be bound 
at Feruſalem ;, $. Paul foretold the entring 
in of Hereticks into A4/ia after his depar- 
ture; and he and S. Peter and S, Fade and 


| 


| 


generally the reſt of the Apoſtles had two | 


great predictions, which they uſed not on- 
ly as a verification of the doctrine of Te- 


ſus, but as a means to ſtrengthen the hearts |" 


of the Diſciples who were ſo broken with 
perſc- 
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perſecution: I he one was, that there ſhould 
ariſe a Set of vile men who ſhould be ene- 
mies to Religion and Government, and 
caufe a great Apoſtaſie, which happened 
notorionify in the Sett of the Gnotticks, 
which thoſe three Apoſtles and S.Fohn no- 
toriouſly and plainly do deſcribe : And the 
other was,that althonghthe Jewiſh Nation 
did mightily oppoſe the Religion, it ſhoul | 
be but for a while, for they ſhonld be de- 
ſtroyed in a ſhort time, and their Nation 
made extremely miſerable; but for theChri- 
ſtians,if they would fly from Feruſalem and 
go to Pella, there ſhould not a hair of their 
head periſh : the verification of this Pra- 
phecy the Chriſtians extremely long'd for 
and wondred it fad {fo long, and began to 
be troubled at the delay, and ſuſpected al 
was not well, when the great proof of their 
Religion was not verificd ; and while they 
were in thoughts of heart concerning it, 
the ſad Catalyſis did come,and ſwept away 
1100000..of the Nation,and from that day 
forward the Nation was broken in pieces 
with intolerable calamities, they are ſ{cat- 
tered over the face of the earth, & are a va- 
oabond Nation,but yer likeoyl ina veſlel of 
wine, broken into bubbles but kept in their 
KR 4: OW-1 
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own circles, and they ſhall never be an uni- 
ted people till they are ſervants of the holy 
Tcfus ; but ſhall, remain without Pricſt or 
Temple,wichout Altar or Sacrifice, without 
City or Country,withour:the Land of Pro- 

-miſe,or the promitle of a bleſling,til] our Je- 
* {us 1s their high Prieſt, and the Shepherd to 
gather them into his fold : And this very 
thing 15,a mighty demonſtration againſt the 
Tews by their own Prophets, for when 1/ai- 
ab and Feremiah,and Malachi had Prophe- 
fied the rejection of the Jews and the cal- 
1;ng of theGentiles,& the change of the old 
Law, andthe introduQtion of a new by the 
Meſſias, that this was he, was therefore 
certain, becavie he taugit the World a new 
Law,and preſently after the publication of 
this, the old was abrogate, and not only 
went into deſnetude, bur into a total aboli- 
bion among all the World, and for thoſe 
of the remnant of the ſcatterd Jews who 
obſtinately blaſpheme, the Law is become 
impoſſible to them, and they placed in 
luch circumſtances that they need nor dif- 
pute concerning its obligation: for it being 
external & corporal, ritual and at Jait made 
alſo local, when the circumſtances are im- 
poſlible, the Law that was who#ly cere- 
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monial and circumſtantial muſt needs paſs 
away, and when they have loſt their Prieſt- 
hood, they cannot retain the Law, as no 
man takes care to have his. beard ſhaved 
when his head is off. 

And it is a wonder to conſider how the 
anger of God is gone out upon that miſe- 
rable people, and that ſo great a blindneſs 
is fallen upon them, it being evident and 
notorious, that the old Teſtament was no+ 
thing but a ſhadow & umbrage of the new, 
that the Prophecies of that are plainly ve- 
rified in this ; that all the prediCtionsof the 
Meſſias are moſt — accompliſhed 
inthe perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, fo that they 
cannot with any plauſibleneſs or colour be 
turned any other way, and be applied to 
any other perion, although the Jews make 
illiterate allegations, and 'prodigious 
dreams, by which they have fool d them- 
ſelves for 1600. years together, and ſtill 
bope without reaſon, & are confident with- 
out revelation, and purſue a ſhadow while 
they quit the glorjous body ; while in the 
mean time the Chriſtian prays for his con- 
verſion,and js at relt in the truth of Jeſus, 
and hath certain unexpreſſible confidencies 
and internal lights,clarities of the holySpi- 

rit 
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rit of God, and loves to the holy Jeſus 
produc'd in his foul, that he will die when 
he cannot diſpute, and is ſatisfied and he 
knows not how, and is fure by comforts, 
and comforted by the excellency of his be- 
lief, which ſpeaks nothing but holinefs, and 
tight and reaſon, and peace and fatisfacti- 
ons infinite, becauſe he 1s ſure that all the 
World can be happy if they would live by 
the Religion of Jetus, and that neither f9- 
- Cteties of Men nor ſingle perſons can have 
felicity but by this,and that therefore God 
who ſo decrees to make Men happy, hath 
alſo decreed that it ſhall for ever be upon 
the face of the earth, till the earth it ſelf 
ſhall be no more. Amer. . | 

Now if againſt this vaſt heap of things 
any Man ſhall but confront the pretences 
of any other Religion, and ſee how they 
fail both of reaſon and holineſs, of wonder 
and Divinity, how they enter by force, and 
are kept up by humane intereſts, how 1ig- 
norant and unholy, how unlearned and pl- 
tiful are their pretences, the darknelles 
of theſe muſt add great eminency to the 
brightneſs of that. For the Jews Religion 
which came from Heaven is therefore not 


now to be practiſed, becauſe it did come || 
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from Heaven, and was to expire into the 
Chriſtian, it being nothing but the image 
of this perfection; and the Jews needed 
no other argument but this, that God hath 
made theirs impoſſible now to be done, for 
he that ties to Ceremonies and outward u- 
ſages, Temples and Altars, Sacrifices and 
Prieſts, troubleſome and expenſive rites 
and figutes of future fignification, means 
that there ſhould be an abode & fixt dwel- 
ling, for thefe are not to be done by an am- 
bulatory people ; and therefore fince God 
hath fcattered the People into atomes and 
crumbs of ſociety,withoutTemple orPrieſt, 
without Sacrifice or Altar,withoutVrim or 
Thummim,without Prophet or Viſion, even 
communicating with them no way but by 
ordinary providence, it js but too eyident, 
that God hath nothing to do with them in 
the matter of that Rehgion, but that it 1s 
expired, and no way obligatory to them 
or pleaſing to him which is become impoſ- 
ſible to be acted ; whereas the Chriſtian 
Religion is as eternal as the foul of a Man, 
and can no more ceaſe than our ſpirits can 
die, and can worſhip upon Mountains and 
Caves,in Fields and Churches, in peace and 
war, in ſolitude and ſociety, in mm 

and 
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and in Sun-ſhine, by night and by day, and 
be ſolemnized. by Clergy and Laity in the 
eſſential parts of it, and is the perfection 
of the ſoul;and the higheſt reafon of Man, 
and the glorification of God. &- 
But for the Heathen religions it is evi- 
dently to be ſeen, that they are nothing but 
an abuſe of the natural inclination which 
all Men have to worſhip a God, whom be- 
cauſe they know not, they gueſs at in the 
dark;for that they know there is and ought 
to be fomething that hath the care and pro- 
vidence of their affairs. But the body of 
their Religion is nothing but little arts of 
Governments, and ſiratagems of Princes, 
and devices to ſecure the Government of 
new-Uſurpers, or to make obedience to the 
Laws ſure, by being ſacred, and to make 
the yoke that was not natural, pleaſant by 
ſomething that is. But yet for the whole 
body of it who ſees not that their worſhip- 
pings could not beſacred,becauſe they were 
done by ſomething that is impure, they 
appeaſed their gods with adulteries & im- 
pure mixtures, by ſuch things which Cato 
was aſhamed to fee, by gluttonous eatings 
of fleſh, and impious drinkings, and they 
did/itare in bumano ſanguine,they ſacrificed 
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Men'and Women and Children to their De- 
mons, as-is notorious in the/ rites of Bac 
chus Omeſta amongſt the Greeks,and of Fu- 
piter, to whom a Greek and a Greekeſs, a 
Galatian and a Galateſs were yearly offer- 
ed,in the anſivers of theOracles to Calchas, 
as appears in Homer and Yirgil;, who ſees 
not that crimes were warranted by the ex- 
ample of their immortal gods, and that - 
what did diſhonor themſelves, they ſang to 
the honour of their gods, whom they athr- 
med to be paſſionate and proud, jealous and 
revengeful, amorous and luſtful, fearful and 
impatient, drunken and ſleepy, weary and 
wounded, that the Religions were made 
laſting by policy and force, by ignorance, 
and the force of cuſtom, by the preferring 
an inveterate error, and loving of a quiet 
and proſperous evil, by the arguments of 
pleaſure, and the correſpondencies of ſen- 
ſuality, by the fraud of Oracles, and the 
patronage of vices, and becauſe they fear- 
edevery change as an Earthquake, as ſup- 
poſing overturnings of their old error to 
be the everſion of their well eſtabliſhedGo- 
vernments : and it had been ordinarily im- 
poſſible that ever Chriſtianity ſhould have 
catered, if the nature and excellency - 4 
[ | a 
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had not-beenſuch as to enter like rain in- 
to a fleece of wool, or the Sun into a win- 
dow without noiſe or violence, without 
emotion and diſordering the political con- 
ſtitution, without cauſing trouble to any 
man but what his own ignorance or pee- 
viſhneſs was pleaſed to ſpin out of his own 
bowels, but did eſtabliſh Governments, ſe- 
cure obedience, made the Laws firm, and 
the perſons of Princes to be ſacred ; it did 
not oppoſe force by force, nor ſtrike Prin- 
ces for Fuſtice; it defended it ſelf againſt 
enemies by patience, and overcame them 
by kindneſs, it was the great inſtrument 
of God to demonſtrate his power in our 
weakneſſes, and to do good to Mankind by 
the imitation of his excellent goodneſs. 
Laſtly, he that conſiders concerning the 
Religion and perſon of fahomet, that he 
was a vicious perſon, luſtftuFand tyrannical, 
that he propounded incredible and ridicu- 
lous propoſitions to his Diſciples, that it 
entred by the {word,. by bloud and vio- 
lence, by murder and robbery, that it pro- 
pounds ſenſual rewards and allures to com- 
pliance by bribing our baſeſt luſts, that it 
conſerves it ſelf by the ſame means it en- 
tred ;, that it is unlearned and fooliſh, a- 
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gainſt reaſon, and the diſcourſes of all wiſe 
Men, that it did no miracles and made falſe 
Prophecies : in ſhort,. that in the perſon 
. @ that founded it, in the article it perſwades, 
 W inthe manner of prevailing, in the reward 
it offers it is unholy and fooliſh and rude ; 
| & it muſt needs appear to be void of all pre- 
. W tence, and that no Man of reaſon can ever 
| WW be fairly perſwaded by arguments, that it 
| MW is the daughter of God and came down 
from Heaven. Since therefore there is no- 
thing to be ſaid for any other Religion,and 
ſo very much for Chriſtianity, every one 
of whoſe pretences can be proved as well 
as the things themſelves do require, and as 
all the World expects ſuch things ſhould be 
proved; it follows that the holy Jeſus is 
the Son of God, that his Religion is com- 
manded by God, and is that way by which 
he will be worſhipped and honoured, and 
that there is no other name under heaven by 
which we can be ſaved,but only by the name of 
the Lord Feſws. He that puts his ſoul up- 
on this cannot periſh ; neither can he be re- 
proved who hath ſo much reaſon and argu- 
ment for his Religion. Sit anima mea cun 
Chriſtiants ;, I pray God my ſoul may be 
numbred amongſt the Chriſtians, 

THE-END: 


